“Growing Relationships with God, Each Other, and Our Neighbors in the Way of Jesus”

Second Sunday of Christmas, Jan. 2, 2022
8:30 & 11 am
All baptized Christians—including visitors of all denominations—are invited to the
Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion. If you prefer to remain in your seat
instead of coming forward to the altar to receive, please select a prefilled
communion cup from the baskets at the top of the ramps.

PRELUDE
GATHERING HYMN: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” (ELW 288)
1

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

2

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

3

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE: “‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” (ELW 284, vs. 1, 4)
1

'Twas in the moon of wintertime when all the birds had fled,
that God the Lord of all the earth sent angel choirs instead;
before their light the stars grew dim,
and wond'ring hunters heard the hymn:
Refrain
Jesus your king is born! Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria!

4

O children of the forest free, the angel-song is true;
the holy child of earth and heav'n is born today for you.
Come, kneel before the radiant boy,
who brings you beauty, peace, and joy. Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
A reading from First Samuel:
18Samuel

was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His mother used to
make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband
to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May
the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; and
then they would return to their home.
26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and
with the people.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 148 (responsively)
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
2Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
5Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
6who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
7Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
10wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;

11sovereigns

of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12young men and maidens,
old and young together.
13Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted,
whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people
and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!
SECOND READING: Colossians 3:12-17
A reading from Colossians:
12As

God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called
in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Joy to the World” (ELW 267, vs. 1)
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.
HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
41Now

every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was
ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents
did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey.
Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find
him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw
him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like
this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to

them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s
house?” 50But they did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with
them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these
things in her heart.
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: Pastor Krista Zimmerman
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Our Father, by Whose Name” (ELW 640)
1

Our Father, by whose name
all parenthood is known,
in love divine you claim
each fam'ly as your own.
Bless mothers, fathers, guarding well,
with constant love as sentinel,
the homes in which your people dwell.

2

O Christ, yourself a child
within an earthly home,
with heart still undefiled
to full adulthood come:
our children bless in ev'ry place
that they may all behold your face
and, knowing you, may grow in grace.
O Holy Spirit, bind
our hearts in unity
and teach us how to find
the love from self set free;
in all our hearts such love increase
that ev'ry home, by this release,
may be the dwelling place of peace.

3

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends, “Merciful God, receive our prayer.”
PEACE: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING To give online, go to https://onrealm.org/mplc/Give
To complete a Statement of Intent online, go to: https://tinyurl.com/4mskre5s
Thank you for supporting God’s mission at MPLC.
OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER

“Still, Still, Still”

Arr. Joyce Eilers
Soloist: Lois Solberg

HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again…
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

INVITATION AND DISTRIBUTION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
SENDING SONG: “Go Tell It on the Mountain” (ELW 290, vs. 2-3)
Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!
2

The shepherds feared and trembled
when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain

3

Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Preacher: Pastor Krista Zimmerman
Leader: Pastor Beth Ann Stone
Musician: Sue Cawley
Video Producer: Chris Ryshkus
Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006880. Sanctus from Holy Communion, Setting 8,
Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale. Music: German carol. “’Twas
in the Moon of Wintertime” Text: Jean de Brébeuf; tr. Jesse E. Middleton, alt. © 1927 The Frederick Harris Music
Company. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711523. All rights reserved.
“Joy to the World” Text: Isaac Watts. Music: English melody.
“Our Father, By Whose Name” Text: F. Bland Tucker, alt. © Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing
Incorporated. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711523. All rights reserved. Music: John D.
Edwards. “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., stanzas, alt.
Music: African American spiritual.
Offertory:
“Still, Still, Still” Arr. Joyce Eilers © 1975 The Heritage Music Press

Mt Pleasant Lutheran Church—ELCA
1700 S Green Bay Road
Racine, WI 53406

