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JULY/AUGUST 2021 Newsletter
WORSHIP TIMES…
online and in-person






Sundays at 8:30 a.m.—In-person worship . Will be
livestreamed as well, via facebook, or at spaceshipchurch.org, or via You Tube (see pg. 3)
Sundays at 10:15 a.m.—In-Person Worship
Saturdays at 5 p.m.—In-Person Worship

Fair Weather Coffee Hour, outdoors
 Sundays at 9:15 a.m.—10 a.m. Outdoors only, weather permitting
MPLC Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, from 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
For other times, staff members are most easily reached by email.

Our Website
https://spaceshipchurch.org

On facebook
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch

“Growing relationships with God, each
other, and our neighbors in the
way of Jesus”
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From Pastor Beth Ann Stone

“If we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord.
Therefore, whether we live or die, we belong to God.” (Romans
14:8 NRSV)
This month I met with one of our members who’d asked to
talk about planning his own funeral. I asked whether there was
reason to think this might be necessary sooner than later, since he
doesn’t seem to be especially old or ailing. He said there wasn’t
any urgency about it, as far as he knew, but that he wanted to get
a plan in place for his family before he got “sidetracked on other
things again”.
The past year has given many of us time to think and new
things to think about. For some people, it’s meant considering our
own death more than we have before. Some have updated wills or
worked on estate planning; some have signed Advanced Directives
documents or designated someone as Power of Attorney; others
are pre-planning their own funerals.
Considering our own mortality doesn’t have to be morbid.
(Classic headline from The Onion, a satirical newspaper: “World
Death Rate Holding Steady at 100 Percent”.) I remember drafting
a paragraph of my own will before my children were born, an
opening statement about my hope and faith in Jesus. It was a
beautiful experience to put those words together, and I hope it
will mean something one day to those who read it.
If you are also the planning type and would like to assist
your family some day in preparing the kind of funeral service that
would please you the most, you can share your preferences any
time with me or someone else on our staff. We can store that information digitally in your church records so that any future pastoral staff can access it when it’s needed.
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For more resources on these and other pre-planning topics,
check out the links on this page: https://spaceshipchurch.org/
adult-ed-links/
May you find time to rest this summer, to give God thanks
for bringing you through, and to ask for guidance, strength, and
wisdom for the next season. Hope to see you in worship soon!
Peace in Christ, Pastor Beth Ann

What’s new for Worship in July?
Fully vaccinated people are no longer expected to wear masks for worship. Per guidance of the CDC, people who are not fully vaccinated
should continue to wear masks when attending worship. As a community that includes both vaccinated and unvaccinated people, we continue
to care for the most vulnerable among us through the slight adaptations
we’ve made to our worship services to make them safer.

MPLC Worship Stream now available on YouTube
Folks who watch our worship service online can now see it live or view it
later in three places:
 Watch livestream directly on our homepage each Sunday at 8:25 AM
(https://spaceshipchurch.org/) and look for the livestream video below the yellow-orange field on this page.
 Watch livestream directly on our Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/spaceshipchurch) to add your greetings or
questions in the comments. You can also find the video after each
service on this page.
 Watch the livestream on our YouTube page if you aren’t on Facebook. Links to and recordings of each service are posted here:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/worship/online-church-links/, or subscribe to our YouTube channel here: https://www.youtube.com/
user/mplc2010KL/featured
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Happy 20th Ordination Anniversary Pastor Beth Ann!
We are truly blessed to have you as our Senior Pastor!
Thank you for your service and may God bless you on this
important milestone!

Pastor Beth Ann, her husband Pastor Karl-John and crew at Pastor Beth
Ann L. Stone's Ordination on July 14, 2001 at First Lutheran Church,
Lincoln, NE (her home church where she grew up).
A Note from Communications Director, Julie Rossman
I am excited to tell you about some changes coming to our traditional newsletter format. It has been my personal goal, and also that of
the church as a whole, to tell more stories about how God is working
through our congregation. I plan to tell “Good News” stories of how
members have made special connections with each other, how special
programs have positively impacted folks in the community, and more. I
love to write and share these types of stories—and I hope you will find
them uplifting and meaningful.
This new format will be a printed publication sent via mail three
times a year. Stories will also be available digitally, through our website.
Traditional newsletter information like upcoming events, worship news, volunteer needs, etc., will be found in our weekly email, and
on our website. Additionally, there will be a printed version of the weekly email, sent to our members without email.
This newsletter issue covers both July and August, while the first
“Good News” publication will be mailed later this summer.
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Summer worship Schedule



Saturday, 5 PM, In-person worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, 8:30 AM In-person worship with Holy Communion (also
livestreamed online)
 Sunday, 9:15 – 10 AM Fair Weather Coffee Hour (outdoors only,
weather permitting) (No Coffee on July 4)
 Sunday, 10:15 AM In-person worship with Holy Communion

(Please note: during our 8:30 AM livestreamed service, worshippers in
person may occasionally appear on camera during the broadcast. If you
prefer not to, please attend our Saturday or Sunday 10:15 service instead, or sit in the back of the sanctuary (gallery seating), closest to the
middle.)

Summer Worship Volunteers
This summer we’re seeking volunteers week-to-week for the important
roles of Greeter, Usher/Host, Lector, and Coffee Host on Sundays. You
can sign up to serve when you arrive at church for that day (if still needed) and for the following week, or sign up online via the weekly email
links. Later in the summer we’ll revive our previous volunteer lists for
these roles and schedule people to serve two months out, starting in
September. If you’d like to be added to these lists, please contact Becky
Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us) in the church office.
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Congregation Council Highlights
The June Council meeting was cancelled without pressing business.
Council will next meet on Thursday, July 8, at 6:30 PM.

MPLC seeks Coordinator of Children,
Youth & Family Ministry
The search continues for our new Coordinator of Children, Youth, and
Family Ministry. Do you know someone God may be calling to join our
staff and help us relaunch ministry with our families? Please forward
this job posting to them, or send their contact information to Pastor
Beth Ann at bastone@mplc.us.

Pastoral Care Emergency Phone Number
If you have an emergency and need to speak with a pastor outside of
office hours (M-Th, 9 AM to 3 PM), you may call or text MPLC’s emergency line number at any time: 262-320-7584. Either Pastor Beth Ann or
Vicar Chip will respond as soon as they are able. Please do not contact
Pastor Krista directly by text or phone while she is on her sabbatical
(June and July) so that she can truly experience this time as “set apart”
from her pastoral leadership at MPLC. Thank you!
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JULY 7
@ 7 PM
Main & State
Streets

Are you game for something fun and…maybe a little different? If you
are, join Vicar Chip out in town for a chance to see what God is up to in
our neighborhoods. Our next venture will be Wednesday, July 7 , at 7
p.m. We’ll meet up at the Southwest Corner of Main & State Streets in
Downtown Racine. If you have questions, email Vicar Chip at vicarchip@mplc.us. Parking is available in the Shoop Ramp, which is located
on the same corner.

Faithful Giving in June


Thanks to everyone who donated last month to our “noisy offering”
for the Women’s Resource Center of Racine. Together you donated
a total of $545, which will go a long way to help replenish their supply pantry for their clients.efv
th
 The Red Cross Blood Drive hosted by MPLC on June 11 resulted in
40 pints collected…many of which came from the arms of MPLC
members. Thanks to Logan Kolaske and the Kolaske family for helping MPLC to host this important community event!
 Thanks to all who donated and served a delicious spaghetti meal at
the Racine Cluster Community Meal on June 13 at Living Faith Lutheran Church! The next time MPLC provides and serves this meal is
Sunday, August 8. Watch the weekly email to sign up later this
month.
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Summer Book Club

Join Holly Hess via ZOOM on August 12


On Thursday, August 12 at 6:30 pm we will
meet to discuss The Red Tent by Anita Diamant,
via Zoom. This fictional book follows the stories
of several Old Testament women and explores
what life was like for them as they created a
sometimes unlikely community under the circumstances of their lives together. CLICK HERE
to sign up. Or call the church office for assistance.

Racine Cluster Community Meal at
Living Faith Church
Sunday, August 8
Volunteers and Donations Needed
Our next turn serving the Community Meal is Sunday, August 8.
A free meal is served each Sunday evening starting at 4:30 pm at Living
Faith Lutheran Church with different area churches providing food and
volunteers each week. Meals are now being prepared in pick up "to go"
containers. Food donations and servers will be needed. Food donors
should bring donations to Living Faith (2915 Wright Avenue) between
3:30-4:00 PM on August 8 to be boxed up for service. Volunteers should
arrive at Living Faith no later than 4:00 p.m., wearing face masks (gloves
will be provided).
Watch the weekly email for sign up information for the August 8
meal.
Thank you!
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Little Free Food Pantry
The Little Free Food Pantry is a wonderful
way to share our resources and to show love
to our neighbors. Thank you to all who have
been volunteer caretakers!
There are caretake openings available if you
are willing to participate in this serving ministry. Caretakers sign up for a week and stop by to make sure the pantry is
well-stocked throughout the week. Please join us in helping decrease
food vulnerability in our neighborhood. If you have questions or concerns, contact Holly Hess, Director of Serving Ministries at hollyhess@wi.rr.com . CLICK HERE to sign up to be a caretaker. Thank you!

Next Drive Through Ministry Event
AUGUST 1, 11-11:30 AM
With the 4th of July falling on the first Sunday this year, the next DriveThrough Ministry Event, with distribution of Holy Communion, will take
place on Sunday, August 1 from 11:00 to 11:30 AM. Donations to the
Holy Communion Food Pantry may be dropped off at the church before/after worship services or during office hours Monday-Thursday, 9
AM to 3 PM.

For July, the Holy Communion Food Pantry is requesting
the following:
•

ramen noodles, nutritional bars, side dishes, spaghettios, jelly, tuna,
and small size condiments.

Thank you so much for your donations to the food pantry! We could not
continue this ministry without the support of our many contributors and
volunteers!
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WHAT is Level Up? A series of six, one hour, outdoor learning and
socializing events for all ages! Join the Learn Team for six opportunities to LEVEL UP our relationships, faith and knowledge!



What will we do?
Gathering Activity/ Game
Opening Message/ Skit
Activity
Sending
Snack
Hang out time (optional, go as you like)
Location: Church yard (bring a lawn chair if you would like!)
Rain Location: fellowship hall
Masks are optional outside. If we need to move inside due to weather, masks will be required.
Why is “Level Up” cross generational? Many summer ministries
have traditionally focused on one generation being the focus of faith
formation events. Kids go to VBS, families with kids go to camp,
youth serve on a mission trip, adults plan a book study. Intergenerational ministry brings all the generations together to learn, build relationships, and grow in faith together.
If you have questions, contact the church office at 262-634-6704.
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While we pray for God to lead us to our next staff member for children/
youth ministry, other volunteers and staff members are stepping in to
help relaunch our Sunday School program this fall. It’s more important
than ever this year for families to preregister their children, to help us in
our planning! Sign up children and youth ages 3 through high school
online, by clicking here.
We’ve also started planning for adult Sunday School to resume in the
fall! We’ll have a Sunday School Open House on September 12, and first
classes will meet on September 19. We look forward to growing our relationships with God, each other, and our neighbors through our learning ministries again!
Teachers, Faith Mentors Needed
While we rev up Sunday School again, we know we’ll be needing some
new teachers for all ages. Do you have a heart for teaching children or
youth? Contact Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us) to share your interest.
MPLC requires background checks for all new volunteers before you
begin, so reach out today!
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Helping Hands!

Local Youth Mission Trip Update:
Middle AND High School; August 1-5
The June 13 and 14 High School dates have been cancelled and consolidated to August 1-5! Middle AND High School youth who are currently
finishing 6-12 grade, are welcome to join us! The new deadline to sign
up online is Sunday, July 4. For more information go to our website:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/helping-hands/ Contact the church office
with any questions.
The schedule for each day is:
Sunday, August 1: 12:30-6:00 PM
Monday, August 2-Thursday, August 5: 9:00 am-4:00 pm each day

ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis
July 24-28, 2022
th

th

Save the date!

Youth in 8 - 12 grade in the fall of 2021 are invited to join us
for this one of a kind faith building ministry! Join 30,000 brothers and
sisters in Christ from all over the ELCA in worship, fun and learning!
Check out this video that our group made to share their experience
from the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering!
Also explore the Gathering website to watch promotional videos, sign up for the monthly newsletter called GNews, see answers to
Frequently Asked Questions and SO much more! Follow ELCA Youth
Gathering on facebook, Instagram, Twitter and Snapchat too!
We will be forming our group for the Gathering this fall with registration commitments due by late September.
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For a complete list of items needed, please
CLICK HERE
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Coffee with Pastor Beth Ann
Sunday, July 18, 9:15 AM
Folks who are new to our community, are meeting us in person after
worshipping with us online, or who want to learn more about MPLC…
you’re invited to coffee with Pastor Beth Ann on Sunday, July 18, from
9:15 to 10 AM in Fellowship Hall (large room below the worship space/
sanctuary). Come, bring your questions and your whole self, get to know
Pastor Beth Ann, and explore whether this congregation might be your
new, committed church home! To join remotely via Zoom, please contact Pastor Beth Ann (bastone@mplc.us).

MPLC Endowment Committee News
The Endowment Committee is kicking off work to develop a new mission
and vision for the endowment fund and for the committee itself. The
ultimate goal of the fund is to continue to create an ongoing financial
resource that allows our congregation to serve others with funds that
come from outside of our regular offerings and budget. Stay tuned as
we work to educate and inform regarding endowment funds in general
and our mission and vision specifically.

Our final Space and Time Blog for the season
comes from Wayne Thompson. Thank you to
Wayne and to all of our blog contributors. Special
thanks to Karen Magee for her work in coordinating and editing the posts. If you missed any
posts, you can always view them on our website.
Click here: https://spaceshipchurch.org/newsblog
Watch for more blog posts in the fall!
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Helping Hands Needed!
Steve Wikner, pictured
here, enjoys caring for all of the
plantings
on
the
church
grounds...he quietly shows up on
weekends and week nights as
time allows, and voluntarily works
to make our landscaping so beautiful! However, as shown in one of
the pictures below...weeds happen! Steve is asking for some
helping hands to drop by and pull
weeds, or help with other occasional tasks. There’s no set schedule—just drop by as time allows.
Helpers can email Steve
for details/questions
steve@bartelslandscape.com
Many thanks to Steve for
his hard work, and to those who
are willing to help out!
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Thank you to all who continue to support the SCRIP program online, as
we are not taking physical orders at this time. Please visit the SCRIP
page on our website to learn about online ordering, including through
the new SCRIP App, as described below.

NEW APP! Scrip is easier than ever! You can now go to your app
store and search for “RaiseRight”. Then you can use your existing SCRIP
login OR start a new account with our enrollment code! (email Julie
Rossman for the code) You can buy e-cards to use instantly.
For more information: https://spaceshipchurch.org/scrip
NOTE: We do have some cash and carry cards in stock at church. To see
if we have a card you need, just call or stop by the church office during
office hours. Thank you!

https://spaceshipchurch.org
Don’t forget to find/follow/like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch
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For the family and friends of Genevieve Goldsworthy,
who passed away on May 26;
 For Marty & Sue Weishoff, Abi & Ethan on the death of
Sue’s mother, Ginger;
 For David Fanelli and his family on the death of his father, William, on May 26;
 For Diane Poulsen, John and Donna Poulsen, and Kevin
and Jaclyn Poulsen and their families on the death of
husband, brother, and uncle, Bennett “Ben” Poulsen, on
June 3


Dick Jonas, Ross Larson, Linda Petersen, Helen Flones, Sheila Johnson, Karen Tyykila, Cathy Spatz, Jennifer Vyeda, Diane Poulsen, Pastor Kara Baylor, Joanne Hoornstra, Laura
Luehr, Mary Burks, Tom Guyton, Kenneth Tyykila, Andy Cawley, Kim Davis, Nancy Holtz, Dixie Hilst, and all those who
suffer from Covid-19.

May God bless Ashley (Rock) and Cody Wilks, married on
Saturday, June 19 at MPLC. Congratulations!
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JULY
July 2
Andy Steenrod
July 3
Jerry Smith
July 4
Rochelle Boerner
Sue Balian
July 6
Malama Baus
Pat Green
July 7
Scot Anderson
Linda Klepel
July 8
Kara Reske
July 12
John Ujcich
July 13
Beverly Phillips
Raven Renje
July 14
Jeff Sell
July 16
Steve Stuebe
July 17
Peggy Svoboda

July 20
JoAnn Danielson
Erika Ford
Karin Niemuth
Dave Weber
July 21
Ryan Cairns
July 23
Denise Byers
Jim Frederiksen
Penny Lee Johnson
Marty Weishoff
July 24
Helen Flones
Rosemary Petersen
Chip Lutz
July 25
Fred Hofer
Jen Rognsvoog
John Poulsen
July 26
Jerry Welch
Paul Berger

July 27
Betty Boetcher
Andy Cawley
Gail Kluessendorf
Gale Sorenson
Chris Ryshkus
July 28
John Friend
Michael Hansen
Karen Pedersen
Shirley Kerkman
July 29
Jayne Armbruster
John Berge
Chris Gulbrandson
Brian Schalk
Kelly Konesko
July 31
Ross Larson
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AUGUST
August 1
Sharon Anderson
Dennis Barkow
Steve Murdoch
Dan Wright
Lori Markovic
Tim Barnett
August 2
Tammy Kildahl
Darrel Svendsen
August 3
Andrea Zimdars
Hal Kravig
Mark Hauschel
August 4
Kim Haigh
August 5
Allyson Wieczorek
August 6
Walt Knigge
August 8
Greg Nyboe
Lyndsay Knoell
Eric Bartel
Kayela Theama
August 9
Roger Johnson
Katie Pulda
Rachel Cook
Jennifer Kuehnau
August 10
Donna Mullikin
Ginny Trendel

August 11
Tim Mikell
Betty Breiwick
August 12
Jennifer Dorman
August 13
Erin Cimbalnik
August 14
Diane Kelly
August 15
Kimberli Castagnino
August 16
Betsy Georg
Mark Godlewski
Karen Kromm
Tom Petersen
Linnea Pfefferkorn
Brian Nelson
Dick Jonas
August 17
JoAnne Wright
Becca Cairns
Abby Brzezinski
August 18
Becky Arndt
Daniel Eaton
August 19
Joe Vlasak
Sherry Carrion
August 20
Logan Ball
Jaclyn Poulsen

August 21
Robert Hanson
Christy Kolaske
August 22
Barb Coleman
Shelley Gulbrandson
Sue Schulz
Amy Hollow
August 23
Sue Breaker
Jason Kauten
Pat Aiello
August 25
Terri Murdoch
Ron Jensen
August 26
Dave Larson
Tom VanBeckum
August 27
Clare Rohling
James Broetzmann
Aaron Hollow
August 28
Darwin Steffensen
Neil Buchanan
Karen Anderson
August 29
Maria Salo
August 30
Dan Malko
August 31
Michael Castagnino
Christine Jackson
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1700 S. Green Bay Road
Racine WI 53406
Phone: 262.634.6704

Staff
Beth Ann L. Stone (bastone@mplc.us)
Senior Pastor
Krista Zimmerman (kzimmerman@mplc.us)
Pastor
Chip Lutz (vicarchip@mplc.us)
Vicar
Michael Becker (michael@mplc.us)
Organist
Sue Cawley
Assistant Organist
Greg Schroeder (gschroeder89@gmail.com)
Bell Choir Director
Holly Hess (hollyhess@wi.rr.com)
Director of Serving Ministries
Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us)
Dir. Of Parish Services
Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us)
Business Manager
Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us)
Director of Communications
Cindy Green
Meal Coordinator/Sexton
Rick Sill
Sexton

Congregation Council
David Santalucia (dsantalu@alumni.iu.edu)
Yolanda Lewis (coyolewis@yahoo.com)
Kristi Barrett (kbarrett81@gmail.com)
Tricia Randelzhofer (trandelzhofer@gmail.com)
Kara Reske (karareske@gmail.com)
Ed Jacobs (egjacobs@outlook.com)
Dennis Martin (or nitramshell@wi.rr.com)
Erin Donaldson (den.donaldson@yahoo.com)
Carol Wiechers (cjh1210@aol.com )
Ian Bischoff (ian.bischoff02@gmail.com )
Dianna Zicarelli (dizicarelli@yahoo.com )

President /
Vision
Vice President/
Do Justice
Secretary/Learn
Financial Secretary/Worship
Treasurer
Welcome
Worship
Serve
Do Justice
Give
Care

