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JUNE 2021 Newsletter
WORSHIP TIMES…
online and in-person





Sundays at 8:30 a.m.—In-person worship (beginning JUNE
6). Will be livestreamed as well, via facebook, or at spaceshipchurch.org
Sundays at 10:15 a.m.—In-Person Worship, NO registration
required. (May 30 worship is at 10 AM)
Saturdays at 5 p.m.—In-Person Worship, NO registration
required

Fair Weather Coffee Hour, outdoors
 Sundays at 9:15 a.m.—10 a.m. Outdoors only, weather permitting

MPLC Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, from 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
For other times, staff members are most easily reached by email.

Our Website
https://spaceshipchurch.org

On facebook
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch
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From Pastor Beth Ann Stone
To mask or not to mask? To sing or not to sing? To hug, shake
hands, share a meal, kneel together to receive communion? It’s actually
not the question WHETHER we will do these things, but WHEN to do
them that is hard to answer. But I’m glad to say some things are soon
going to return that we’ve missed for many months now!
What’s new for worship in June? Signups are no longer required! No
more blue tape to mark seats! Worship in person returns at 8:30 AM
Sundays! And all services will begin to include some singing again!
What’s staying the same, for now? Masks are still expected for all worship services while we transition more of our congregation back to inperson services. Every other pew will still be closed to provide for easier
distancing between parties. Sunday service at 8:25 AM will still be
livestreamed online, with the recording available afterward. Worshippers will still pick up a communion cup as you enter the sanctuary. And
all are encouraged to keep wearing your nametags (but keep them in
your mailbox or on the pillar near the Welcome Desk).
This is a tender time for our community. Some will welcome these
changes; others will feel they’re happening too soon; and still others will
want to see more changes happen faster. People are working through
Covid-formed habits and fears, sorting out what they want to bring forward and what they will discard. People we care about may do that
differently than we do; yet we’re called to work together and grow relationships with each other, with God, and with our neighbors.
So as MPLC we’ll all wear masks worshipping indoors together longer
than the vaccinated may need to. We’ll give each other space and grace
while we all sort out what’s safe for each of us, and not judge each other’s choices. We’ll encourage each other to participate in activities that
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are said to be safest for all—outdoor events, where people can wear or
not wear masks according to their own vaccination status and risk tolerance. And we’ll stay mindful of those who cannot yet be vaccinated or
for whom vaccines may not be effective, knowing they continue to face
risks that others no longer have to face.
Thank you for showing up, for worship and for each other. Thank you for
your perseverance in this difficult year. Thank you for supporting your
church and your pastors when it wasn’t easy. And thank you for being
the body of Christ, broken for each other, and raised up for new life! I
hope to see you in worship very soon!
Peace in Christ, Pastor Beth Ann
Outside of worship services, following CDC recommendations, masks are
no longer required of vaccinated people when entering the church building. Staff will continue to wear masks around you to assure your comfort
and safety.

Summer worship Schedule
Beginning June 5
Saturday, 5 PM, In-person worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, 8:30 AM In-person worship with Holy Communion (also
livestreamed online)
 Sunday, 9:15 – 10 AM Fair Weather Coffee Hour (outdoors only,
weather permitting)
 Sunday, 10:15 AM In-person worship with Holy Communion



(Please note: during our 8:30 AM livestreamed service, worshippers in
person may occasionally appear on camera during the broadcast. If you
prefer not to, please attend our Saturday or Sunday 10:15 service instead, or sit in the back of the sanctuary (gallery seating), closest to the
middle.)
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DETAILS/SIGN UP HERE, or call the church office

Thank you for sharing your Faith!
Last fall, MPLC kicked off a weekly devotions blog, “Space and Time: create space, take time for God”. Since then, dozens of MPLC members
have shared their thoughts on God’s Word and helped us to get to
know them a little bit better. Many thanks to Karen Magee for her service as editor of this series, and to Julie Rossman for her work to share
them online! Our devotions blog will go on hiatus later in June until the
fall. If you’d like to join the stable of devotions writers next fall, please
let Karen, Julie, or Pastor Beth Ann know! Thanks to all our writers this
past year: Alex Dollar, Carol Hogue, Rita Lewis, Linda Lehrmann, Stew
Nagao, John Berge, Ginny Trendel, Kathy Heyse, Rev. Judith Tisserand,
Maxine Silvius, Sue Cawley, Sharon Nyman, Paul Pruessing, Marilyn Wikner, Holly Hess, Rev. Bob Trendel, Rev. Nancy Eggert, Barb Daanan, Rev.
Stephen Giffords, Karen Magee, Vicar Chip Lutz, Pastor Krista Zimmerman, Pastor Beth Ann Stone, Erin Keller, Helen Larson, Eduardo GarciaNovelli, Cambell Hess, Barb Hubmann, and Wayne Thompson.
Be sure to read our latest post from recent high school
graduate, Cambell Hess, on “Hope”!
Click HERE to go to the Blog Page on our website.
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Congregation Council Highlights
Council members meeting on May 13 via Zoom received with thanks the
resignation of Treasurer Larry Berger after 17 years of service. The
Council then appointed Kara Reske to the position of Treasurer. They
approved welcoming Kristin Brandt as a new church member, and heard
a report from those who attended the 2021 GMS Assembly. They discussed the CDC recommendations that came out that day advising vaccinated individuals to enjoy the freedom not to wear masks in many situations. They also planned to meet in person for their next Council
meeting in the Fellowship Hall. That meeting is set for Thursday, June
10, 6:30 PM.

MPLC seeks Coordinator of Children,
Youth & Family Ministry
MPLC is seeking a high-energy, creative, and passionate Coordinator of
Children, Youth, and Family to join our staff! The ideal candidate for this
25 hr/week position will provide dynamic leadership and oversight of
this ministry to equip children, youth, and families to grow relationships
with God, each other, and our neighbors in the way of Jesus. Click here
to view the job posting: https://spaceshipchurch.org/job-postingcoordinator-of-cyf-ministry/ Inquiries and resume submissions may be
directed to Pastor Beth Ann Stone, bastone@mplc.us. Full job description is available upon request. Please share this opportunity with a
great candidate you know!

Pastoral Care Emergency Phone Number
If you have an emergency and need to speak with a pastor outside of
office hours (M-Th, 9 AM to 3 PM), you may call or text MPLC’s emergency line number at any time: 262-320-7584. Either Pastor Beth Ann or
Vicar Chip will respond as soon as they are able. Please do not contact
Pastor Krista directly by text or phone while she is on her sabbatical
(June and July) so that she can truly experience this time as “set apart”
from her pastoral leadership at MPLC. Thank you!
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Choir Potluck / Picnic / Birthday
Party for Eduardo!
It’s been too long since they’ve sung together,
but at least the choir can gather and celebrate
Eduardo’s music ministry with MPLC before he
heads off to Kansas! All adult choir singers and
their significant others are invited to a Potluck/
Picnic/Party on Thursday, June 10, 6:30 PM, at
Petrifying Springs Shelter #5. Forks up at 6:45
PM! Bring a dish to pass (main dish and/or salad)
and BYOB if you like. Plates, plasticware, napkins, soda, water and dessert (birthday cake and s’mores!) will all be provided. Link to Map to
Petrifying Springs Park

A Fond Farewell
On May 16, we celebrated the music
ministry of Eduardo Garcia Novelli during
outdoor coffee fellowship. He is pictured
with his wife, Maria Fiocchi.
After 12 years as our beloved Senior
Choir Director, Eduardo has taken a new
position at the University of Kansas, beginning this fall.
There's a special music book for Eduardo
located in the narthex on the podium just
inside the doors. If you
haven't signed it yet,
the book will be available until June 10. Drop
by during office hours
or sign it when you
come to church.
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Hymn Sing on June 30!
One of the first appearances of Covid-19 in the US was at a choir rehearsal at a church. That event, which resulted in many folks becoming
Ill, and several deaths, helped health officials understand the airborne
nature of the virus, spotlighted specific risks of singing, and changed the
nature of our worship for over a year. With increased vaccination rates,
we are headed toward a return to "normal" (see Pastor Beth Ann's article on page 2), but it will still be awhile before unmasked, indoor, congregational singing comes back. So..... We're gonna sing outside!
You're invited to join us in hymn sing Wednesday, June 30 at
6:30 p.m. We will gather by the front doors of the church. There will be
chairs available, and there is some lawn seating there as well (bring a
blanket if you like!). There is plenty of room to social distance, so we
will sing as God intends us to, maskless and with vigor (although those
who choose to wear a mask and sing quietly, or not at all, are welcome
as well!).
We will start with a medley of favorite hymns, old and new (will
Michael pick your favorite? Email him your requests…
michael@mplc.us). Then, we will sing our way through the church
year.... Christmas carols in summertime? Why not? Holy Week, Easter,
Thanksgiving, Reformation... We'll sing a bit from each. We are planning to have a joyful, fast paced hour of singing.
This event is dependent on good weather...any decision to cancel because of weather concerns will be posted on the church website
and Facebook page one hour before the event.

Faith and Friends:
Pop Up Bible Study in God’s World
Are you game for something fun and…maybe a little
different? If you are, join Vicar Chip out in town for a
chance to see what God is up to in our neighborhoods. Our first venture will be June 9, at 7 p.m. For our
first get together, we’ll start at Petrifying Springs Park in Kenosha! We’ll
meet up in the parking lot closest to entrance (look for Vicar Chip) and
be venturing out from there. If you have questions, email Vicar Chip at
vicarchip@mplc.us.
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Give Blood, Save Lives!
American Red Cross Blood Drive
Friday June 11th 1:00-6:00 pm
Time slots are still available for our next Blood Drive on June 11, in fellowship Hall. Donors, sign up online now at: https://
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time or call 1-800-7332767.
Thank you to Logan Kolaske for being our blood drive coordinator!

Summer Book Club

Join Holly Hess via ZOOM for one or both of
these summer opportunities!
Mark your calendar for these upcoming MPLC Summer Book Club Meetings. All are welcome!


Join us on Thursday, June 17 at 6:30 pm for a discussion of the book,
Moon Over Manifest by Clare Vanderpool. This Newberry Awardwinning book follows the adventures of a young girl who is sent to
live with a pastor and his family in Kansas during the Great Depression. A plot-driven story that’s a perfect read for the patio or the
beach. CLICK HERE to sign up. Or call the church office for assistance.



On Thursday, August 12 at 6:30 pm we will meet to discuss The Red
Tent by Anita Diamant. This fictional book follows the stories of several Old Testament women and explores what life was like for them
as they created a sometimes unlikely community under the circumstances of their lives together. CLICK HERE to sign up. Or call the
church office for assistance.
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Lawn Game Night at MPLC
Tuesday, June 22, 6:30 p.m.
Have you got a lawn game tucked away in the
garage or the attic, one that’s just waiting for
someone to play with it? Bring it to church on
Tuesday, June 22, at 6:30 PM, and show us how
to play! Croquet, frisbee, bocce ball, and all such
fun outdoor games (and their players) are welcome! This event is for all ages. Bring your
game, your lawn chair, or just a blanket and
make some new friends at MPLC!

To Benefit Women’s Resource Center
Bring your spare change and make some noise in support of the Women’s Resource Center (WRC) on June 5/6. We will collect your change
and paper money at in-person worship and during the drive-through
event. All donations will given to the Women’s Resource Center, Racine
County’s shelter for women and children experiencing violence in their
homes. I was recently at the WRC doing an outreach visit for our serving
ministries and learned of several current needs. The shelter is especially
low on hygiene and sanitary supplies. Your noisy offering will allow the
WRC to re-stock those much needed supplies!
- Holly Hess, Director of Serving Ministries
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SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 11-11:30 AM
Drive Through for…

Receive Holy Communion
 Food Pantry Drop off
 Noisy Offering Drop off
Our online worship community and Worship-at-Home members can
come to receive Holy Communion at our Drive-Through Event on Sunday, June 6, from 11:00 – 11:30 AM. Participants may drive up to the
front doors of the church building to receive communion in your vehicle, either to eat immediately or take home to share with others. A volunteer will collect any food pantry donations and/or noisy offerings;
right from your car.


Here’s a list of food items most needed by the food pantry for June:
Tuna
Spaghettios
Pancake mix
Syrup
Jelly
Saltines
Dish Soap

Racine Cluster Community Meal at
Living Faith Church
Sunday, June 13
Volunteers and Donations Needed
Our next turn serving the Community Meal is Sunday, June 13 A free
meal is served each Sunday evening starting at 4:30 pm at Living Faith
Lutheran Church with different area churches providing food and volunteers each week. Meals are now being prepared in pick up "to go" containers. Sign up here to donate items or volunteer to serve. Food donors should bring donations to Living Faith (2915 Wright Avenue) between 3:30-4:00 PM on June 13 to be boxed up for service. Volunteers should arrive at Living Faith no later than 4:00 p.m., wearing face
masks (gloves will be provided). Thank you!
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WHAT is Level Up? A series of six, one hour, outdoor learning and
socializing events for all ages! Join the Learn Team for six opportunities to LEVEL UP our relationships, faith and knowledge!



What will we do?
Gathering Activity/ Game
Opening Message/ Skit
Activity
Sending
Snack
Hang out time (optional, go as you like)
Location: Church yard (bring a lawn chair if you would like!)
Rain Location: fellowship hall
Masks are optional outside. However, if you need to go in the building or be close to someone else, please wear a mask. If we need to
move inside due to weather, masks will be required.
Why is “Level Up” cross generational? Many summer ministries
have traditionally focused on one generation being the focus of faith
formation events. Kids go to VBS, families with kids go to camp,
youth serve on a mission trip, adults plan a book study. Intergenerational ministry brings all the generations together to learn, build relationships, and grow in faith together.
If you have questions, contact the church office at 262-634-6704.








June 2021—Page 12

Little Free Food Pantry
The Little Free Food Pantry is a wonderful
way to share our resources and to show love
to our neighbors. Thank you to all who have
been volunteer caretakers!

There are caretake openings available if you
are willing to participate in this serving ministry. Caretakers sign up for a week and stop by to make sure the pantry is
well-stocked throughout the week. Please join us in helping decrease
food vulnerability in our neighborhood. If you have questions or concerns, contact Holly Hess, Director of Serving Ministries at hollyhess@wi.rr.com . CLICK HERE to sign up to be a caretaker. Thank you!

Do Justice Ministry Team News
Do Justice Virtual Dialogue Series
Moving Beyond a Single Story
Join Pastor Nancy Eggert from the MPLC Do Justice
Ministry Team for a Virtual Dialogue Series exploring
how our personal stories shape our view of ourselves and others. This small group experience will
be a safe place to share ideas and reflect on our own
experiences and those of others. This series received
positive feedback from past participants, including MPLC members Linda Lehrmann and Karen Magee who said, “Everyone has a story, and
understanding begins by listening to each other.” Please plan to participate in the full three-part series: June 6, June 13 and June 20 at 6:30
PM, via ZOOM. Click here to register via sign-up genius. Or call the
church office for assistance at 262-634-6704.
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Helping Hands!

Local Youth Mission Trip Update:
Middle AND High School; August 1-5
The June 13 and 14 High School dates have been cancelled and consolidated to August 1-5! Middle AND High School youth who are currently
finishing 6-12 grade, are welcome to join us! The new deadline to sign
up online is Sunday, June 27. For more information go to our website:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/helping-hands/ Contact the church office
with any questions.
The updated schedule for each day is:
Sunday, August 1: 12:30-6:00 PM
Monday, August 2-Thursday, August 5: 9:00 am-4:00 pm each day

ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis
July 24-28, 2022
th

th

Save the date!

Youth in 8 - 12 grade in the fall of 2021 are invited to join us
for this one of a kind faith building ministry! Join 30,000 brothers and
sisters in Christ from all over the ELCA in worship, fun and learning!
Check out this video that our group made to share their experience
from the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering!
Also explore the Gathering website to watch promotional videos, sign up for the monthly newsletter called GNews, see answers to
Frequently Asked Questions and SO much more! Follow ELCA Youth
Gathering on facebook, Instagram, Twitter and Snapchat too!
We will be forming our group for the Gathering this fall with registration commitments due by late September.
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Congratulations to our High School Graduates!
Blessings on this important milestone! Watch this video produced by Julie Rossman, with music by Michael Becker, to
celebrate our graduates!
Erin Ketterhagen
Abby Roushia
Madison Bergemann
Sam Zuelke
Elliott Reske
Ella Cimbalnik
James Cherry
Ian Bischoff
Cambell Hess

Confirmation Camp!
June 20-25
Lutherdale Bible Camp
Join us during worship on Sunday,
June 20 (online at 8:25 or in person at
10:15 AM) as we bless our 7th and 8th
Grade Confirmation Students going to
Confirmation Camp at Lutherdale!
We pray they have a wonderful time,
grow closer in their relationships with
God and one another and stay safe!

- Our Campers Larkin Hrouda
Russell Hrouda
Jessica Ketterhagen
Kyra Kolaske
Ava McCarrier
Lauren McIntosh
Olivia Obernberger
Anitha Ryshkus
Ashton Ryshkus
Liam Stone
Sienna Szabo
Imani Lewis
Jacob Kauten
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Thank you to all who continue to support the SCRIP program online, as
we are not taking physical orders at this time. Please visit the SCRIP
page on our website to learn about online ordering, including through
the new SCRIP App, as described below.

NEW APP! Scrip is easier than ever! You can now go to your app
store and search for “RaiseRight”. Then you can use your existing SCRIP
login OR start a new account with our enrollment code! (email Julie
Rossman for the code) You can buy e-cards to use instantly.
For more information: https://spaceshipchurch.org/scrip

Ladies Golf League Looking for Golfers
It’s time for our ladies’ golf group! You are welcome to join
this informal, fun group. The ladies play on Wednesday
mornings at Ives Grove. Please call JoAnn G at 262-7218381 with questions/to sign up. Details regarding costs and a start date
will be shared as the weather warms up.

Newsletter Deadline—June 20
If you have a submission for the JULY Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter,
please mark your calendars for Sunday, JUNE 20. Please email your
articles by the end of the day on the 23rd, to Julie Rossman
(jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!
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Worship Volunteers Needed
ONLINE WORSHIP:
Lectors needed for online worship. Your reading can be pre-recorded
or it can be read live during worship, from your home. The process is
super simple. Questions? Email Becky Litwin: blitwin@mplc.us . To sign
up for a Sunday, CLICK HERE. Thank you!

IN-PERSON WORSHIP:
We need volunteer hosts to help worshippers find seats in the sanctuary and dismiss them after the service. If you would like to volunteer,
please let the church office know by email blitwin@mplc.us or phone
634-6704 or by clicking here to go to Sign up Genius.

We recently welcomed Kristin Brandt in membership at MPLC. Kristin lives in Kenosha and
she is a teacher. We look forward to worshipping with Kristin and further welcoming her to
MPLC!

https://spaceshipchurch.org
Don’t forget to find/follow/like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch
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For Gina & Eric Bartel, Brady & Laney on the death of Gina’s mother,
Mary McCluskey, on April 26.
For Peggy and Chuck Svoboda on the death of Peggy’s brother, Peter
Hansen, on April 27.
For Marilyn & Steve Wikner on the death of Marilyn’s sister, Florence, on April 29.
For family and friends of Karen Christiansen, widow of Glenn, who
died April 30.
For Chris Pearson, Erika & Aaron Ford, Garrett, & Karsten on the
death of husband, father, and grandfather, Kevin Pearson, on May
10.
For Kevin, Kim, Cody, & Haley Jones on the death of father and
grandfather, Keith Jones, on May 19.
For Mark & Anne Zimmerman and Pastor Krista Zimmerman on the
death of sister-in-law and aunt, Kris Zimmerman.
For Sue and Dave Cawley on the death of Sue’s sister, Judy.
For family and friends of Chuck Clausen, who died May 24.

Ben Poulsen, Dick Jonas, Ross Larson, Trina Larsen, Linda Petersen, Helen Flones, Sheila Johnson, Scott Christiansen, Karen Tyykila, Cathy Spatz,
Jennifer Vyeda, Diane Poulsen, Pastor Kara Baylor, Joanne Hoornstra,
Laura Luehr, Mary Burks, Tom Guyton, Kenneth Tyykila, Andy Cawley,
Kim Davis, Nancy Holtz, Joel Smith.
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June 1
Lisa Franklin
Ron Zicarelli
Pat Francis
June 3
Rob Jankowski
Sherry Stillman
Debbie Worden
June 4
Marion Osenga
June 5
Jamie VanDeLoo
June 6
Tom Johnson
Paul Pruessing
Brian Keller
Jon Svatek
June 7
Janet Hermann
David Santalucia
June 8
Ron Schulz
Rob Zurawski
June 9
Dorothyann BingKowbel
June 10
Janet Winter
June 11
Mike McFarland
Misty Otwaska

June 13
Dennis Ello
Kirsten Graves
Sharon Nyman
June 14
Randy Larsen
Amy Obernberger
June 15
Mike Erdmann
Bonnie Kisley
Brenda Booker
David Fanelli
Dennis Polak
June 16
Ryan Ujcich
June 17
Alex Dollar
June 18
Jessy Haid
June 19
Erin Donaldson
June 20
Matt Cecchini

June 21
Rosie Johnson
Ric Weiss
Anika Johnson
June 23
Darrel Schweissinger
June 25
Bill Coburn
John Choi
June 26
Carol Hogue
Cara Lewis
June 27
Penny Brown
Colin Lewis
Katie Kowbel
Nancy Jeffrey
June 30

Blessings

on your birthday!
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1700 S. Green Bay Road
Racine WI 53406
Phone: 262.634.6704

Staff
Beth Ann L. Stone (bastone@mplc.us)
Senior Pastor
Krista Zimmerman (kzimmerman@mplc.us)
Pastor
Chip Lutz (vicarchip@mplc.us)
Vicar
Michael Becker (michael@mplc.us)
Organist
Sue Cawley
Assistant Organist
Greg Schroeder (gschroeder89@gmail.com)
Bell Choir Director
Holly Hess (hollyhess@wi.rr.com)
Director of Serving Ministries
Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us)
Dir. Of Parish Services
Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us)
Business Manager
Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us)
Director of Communications
Cindy Green
Meal Coordinator/Sexton
Rick Sill
Sexton

Congregation Council
David Santalucia (dsantalu@alumni.iu.edu)
Yolanda Lewis (coyolewis@yahoo.com)
Kristi Barrett (kbarrett81@gmail.com)
Tricia Randelzhofer (trandelzhofer@gmail.com)
Kara Reske (karareske@gmail.com)
Ed Jacobs (egjacobs@outlook.com)
Dennis Martin (or nitramshell@wi.rr.com)
Erin Donaldson (den.donaldson@yahoo.com)
Carol Wiechers (cjh1210@aol.com )
Ian Bischoff (ian.bischoff02@gmail.com )
Dianna Zicarelli (dizicarelli@yahoo.com )

President /
Vision
Vice President/
Do Justice
Secretary/Learn
Financial Secretary/Worship
Treasurer
Welcome
Worship
Serve
Do Justice
Give
Care

