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WORSHIP TIMES… online and in-person





Sundays at 8:25 a.m.—ONLINE only, via facebook, or at
spaceshipchurch.org
Sundays at 10 a.m.—In-Person Worship, registration required*
Saturday at 5 p.m.—In-Person Worship, registration required*

*Online pre-registration for all services opens on Tuesdays at noon
for that week’s services only. Links to signups are included in weekly
emails and posted on spaceshipchurch.org (home page and Quick
Links). Those without internet may call the church office to be added
to signups.

MPLC Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, from 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
For other times, staff members are most easily reached by email.

Our Website
https://spaceshipchurch.org

On facebook
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch
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May 1
Tricia Randelzhofer

From Pastor Krista Zimmerman

Unplugging to Reconnect:
Pastor Krista’s Sabbatical June and July 2021
In last month’s newsletter, I announced that I will be taking a
two month sabbatical in June and July. I want to thank everyone who
has been supportive of my time away. My main goal for sabbatical is
spiritual renewal. In the busyness of pastoral life, it’s easy to forget my
own needs and focus on the needs of others. Sabbatical is a time for me
to reconnect with God. To do that, I have two trips planned and the
rest is unplanned time for being spontaneous!
On May 31, I will fly to Arizona where I will spend my first week
of sabbatical at a Lutheran retreat center. During that time, I will meet
with a spiritual director several times, enjoy the beautiful surroundings,
pray, sleep, read and try to unplug. The next week, I will be spending
some time in Sedona, AZ and the surrounding area. I have been to Sedona before and like many others, I have found it to be a deeply spiritual
place. I will also be meeting up with my best friend and her family, who
live in Tucson.
The first few weeks of July, I will be headed to Rochester, NY to
visit with family and friends in my hometown. I grew up in Rochester,
felt my call to ministry in Rochester and so much of my faith and vocational growth happened in Rochester. Reconnecting with the places and
people who formed me early on, is a great place to get perspective on
how I have grown and how God continues to be faithful on my life’s
journey.
The rest of the time, I plan to spend time with my family
in Illinois, visit friends (now that I am fully vaccinated-yay!), read good
books, take spontaneous day trips and not be bound to my calendar,
phone, email or Facebook. My hope is to go off the grid a bit to reconnect with God and myself.
continued-

May 2
Nora Hatcher

May 3
Debbie Heaps
May 4
Pam Thomey
Christie Carlson
May 5
Don Phillips
Josh Baclawski
Jude Mahnke
Cindy Weiss
Stew Nagao
May 6
Kristi Gilkerson
Jamie Rauth
Kathy Heyse
May 8
Sue Buffham
David Reske
May 10
Lewis Malczewski
May 11
Jerry Daanen
Yolanda Lewis
Karen Stein
May 12
Brian Wolf
Cheri Ujcich
Debbie Wesley
Jean Richio

May 13
Sharon White
Bruce Lingsweiler
Jim Myhre
Paul Taylor

May 21
Denny Martin

May 14
*Georgia Heffel*
(HAPPY #101!)

May 23
Vicki Sell
Kurri Cecchini

May 15
Tim Cunningham
Josh Jordan
Peggy Sczepanski
Nancy Oslund

May 24
Louise Larsen

May 16
Candy Zicarelli
JoAnn Goodyear
Lynne Santalucia
May 17
Tami Mikell
May 18
Bob Trendel
Peggy Prince
Marilyn Wikner
Naomi Miller
May 19
Barb Hubmann
Jeannine Basley
Melody Koker

May 22
Farrell Fisher

May 25
Vony Langlieb
Chris Aho
Ken Campbell
Andrew Luehr
May 26
Stephanie McCready
May 29
Ethel Malvasio
May 30
Teresa Jacobs
Joan Jansen
Garrett Meader
May 31
Shaun LaCanne

May 20
Kassie Maier
Amy Zuelke

Blessings

on your birthday!
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For Mary Sollman, Amy and Fritz, Victoria and Olivia Obernberger on the death of Mary’s husband and Amy’s father, Richard Sollman, on March 31,
For Lori Markovic, Sara, Jamie, Chai Cherry and family on the
death of mother, grandmother and great- grandmother, Bea
Olsen, on April 4.

Ben Poulsen, Dick Jonas, Ross Larson, Trina Larsen, Linda Petersen,
Helen Flones, Sheila Johnson, Scott Christiansen, Karen Tyykila,
Cathy Spatz, Jennifer Vyeda, Diane Poulsen, Barb Mains, Pastor
Kara Baylor, Joanne Hoornstra, Laura Luehr, Mary Burks, Sue Henderson, Tom Guyton, Kenneth Tyykila, Andy Cawley, Kim Davis,
and all who are suffering from Covid-19.

On April 10, we welcomed into our baptized membership; Wells
Lee Kraus, son of Amber and Brian Kraus, and brother to big sister,
Dawsyn. Wells’ sponsors are Andrew Murdoch and Kristen Murdoch.

Newsletter Deadline—May 23
If you have a submission for the JUNE Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter, please mark your calendars for Sunday, MAY 23. Please email
your articles by the end of the day on the 23rd, to Julie Rossman
(jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!
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As part of the unplugging, I will be off Facebook for all of June
and July. If you are someone who connects with me on Facebook - I
haven’t unfriended you - I will just be deactivating my account for a bit. I
will not be available by email or phone during that time either. Pastor
Beth Ann and Vicar Chip along with the rest of our staff will be available.
Sabbatical is more than an extended vacation, it’s a time of disconnecting, renewal and connecting with God. I pray that this sabbatical
rest will allow me to come back refreshed and renewed for God’s work
with MPLC!
Thank you for the gift of this time away. I’m blessed to be in a
congregation that supports pastoral renewal through a sabbath time
away. Pastor Beth Ann is an excellent partner in ministry. Without her,
taking a sabbatical would be much more complicated.
Peace, Pastor Krista

Well Done, Good and Faithful Servants!
After seventeen years of service as our church treasurer, Larry Berger
will pass the torch this month when the Council acts to elect Kara Reske
as our next treasurer. We give thanks for the faithful, careful stewardship Larry has provided over MPLC’s finances these many years, and we
wish him some well-earned downtime this summer. Thank you, Larry!
We will offer our prayers of blessing and thanks in worship on May 16
for the music ministry of Eduardo Garcia-Novelli. Eduardo has served
as our adult choir director for the past twelve years, sharing his many
gifts with our congregation for building community and making music
to the glory of God. Eduardo is moving later this summer to Kansas for a
new position at The University of Kansas, where God is calling him to
share his gifts next. We will miss him terribly, but send him with love
and gratitude to the next chapter of his music ministry. Godspeed!
(See related letter from Eduardo, page 14)
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Many things happening in worship this month!

Worship Volunteers Needed

On April 25 Pastor Beth Ann kicks off a four-week sermon series,
“Love Actually: The Way of Jesus”
What does it mean, as our mission statement says, to “grow re
lationships with each other in the way of Jesus”? What’s Jesus’
way, anyway? Join us and find out!
 On May 16 we offer our thanks and pray God’s blessing upon our
choir director, Eduardo Garcia-Novelli, as he leaves MPLC to take a
new academic position at the University of Kansas.
 On May 23, we offer our prayers of blessing and honor our graduating seniors and their families.
 On May 30, we will ask for God’s blessing on Pastor Krista Zimmerman as she prepares for a two-month sabbatical.
In-person worship services have resumed on Saturdays at 5 PM and
Sundays at 10 AM. Our 8:25 AM online only service also continues each
Sunday. Sign up online to attend in-person services starting at noon on
Tuesdays or by calling the church office. Find the signup links at https://
spaceshipchurch.org/ or in the weekly email.

ONLINE WORSHIP:
Lectors needed for online worship. Your reading can be pre-recorded
or it can be read live during worship, from your home. The process is
super simple. Questions? Email Becky Litwin: blitwin@mplc.us . To sign
up for a Sunday, CLICK HERE. Thank you!



IN-PERSON WORSHIP:
We need volunteers to help preregistered worshippers check in when
they arrive, and to help them find seats in the sanctuary and dismiss
them after the service. If you would like to volunteer, please let the
church office know by email blitwin@mplc.us or phone 634-6704 or by
clicking here to go to Sign up Genius.

https://spaceshipchurch.org

We’re here when you’re ready!
We hope you will join us for worship in person when you’re ready and
join us for worship online until then! Here are some precautions we’re
taking to keep you safe when you worship in our sanctuary:
 Pews are marked with blue fabric tape to indicate where to sit and
keep physically distanced from others. You choose your own seat!
 Preregistration allows us to ensure enough room for everyone who
wants to come to worship.
 Worship services are about 30 minutes long to minimize your time in
shared space with others, as recommended by health officials.
 All participants wear masks, understanding that some people are
not vaccinated or are otherwise at higher risk.
 Holy Communion cups are prepackaged, handled/opened by you in
your seat in the sanctuary. Hand sanitizer is provided near each seat.
 Congregational responses are kept short and spoken quietly. We
don’t yet sing together.
 Our worship leaders have all been vaccinated!
-continued-

What’s on our Website?


Have you lost the weekly announcement email somewhere in
cyberland?
Access it quickly and easily through our website, where a link is
posted weekly to each email. CLICK HERE



The Sermon Podcast
Click HERE to visit the Podcast page on our website. Listen from
the website OR, subscribe to it from your favorite platform—like
iTunes, Spotify and more.

NO COMPUTER? No Problem!
From your telephone, dial 857-385-7422, to listen to the latest
sermon podcast from your phone.

Don’t forget to find/follow/like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch
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Our Space & Time Blog is going strong, thanks to contributions from MPLC members & staff! Click HERE to go to the
Blog Page on our website.
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Thanks to everyone who’s helped to make the return of our in-person
worship services go smoothly this past month. As a reminder: things
won’t always be like they are now, and we will make changes as we go
along to provide the best possible worship experience while also guarding our neighbors’ wellbeing.
During online services you may have noticed some changes as the worship leaders/producers learn to use and adjust to a mounted camera in
the sanctuary versus using a laptop/webcam sitting on the altar. We are
paving the way for a time in the future when we’ll stream a hybrid service both for online and in-person worshippers. Thank you for your patience as your worship leaders grow accustomed to yet another change.
We hope to see you when you’re ready!

With Thanks for your Support
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of MPLC in this
challenging time. Now that we will have in person worship services
again, an offering plate will be available at the top of the ramp for those
who would like to drop off offerings during services. If you would like to
keep mailing your offerings in, we are grateful for that as well. They can
be mailed to the church at 1700 South Green Bay Road, Racine, WI
53406.

Thank you to all who continue to support the SCRIP program online, as
we are not taking physical orders at this time. Please visit the SCRIP
page on our website to learn about online ordering, including through
the new SCRIP App, as described below.

NEW APP! Scrip is easier than ever! You can now go to your app
store and search for “RaiseRight”. Then you can use your existing SCRIP
login OR start a new account with our enrollment code! (email Julie
Rossman for the code) You can buy e-cards to use instantly.
For more information: https://spaceshipchurch.org/scrip

The most helpful way to give is online (CLICK HERE). Your online offering can be a one-time gift or set up on a re-occurring basis. You can
chose weekly, every two weeks, every month, twice a month or every
three months. Offerings can be given through your checking account or
credit card. This is a convenience for you as you no longer need to remember to bring your checkbook or mail in your offering. It also helps
us as recurring donations provide consistency and efficiency.
If you need any assistance setting up online giving or have any questions
and would like more information, please contact Business Manager,
Stephanie Buchanan at sbuchanan@mplc.us or 262-634-6704 ext. 112.
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Financial Update

Ladies Golf League Looking for Golfers

Following is an update on our giving and our spending for
January – March 2021.

Ministry and
Missions
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Actual
Income

Budgeted
Income

Actual
Expenses

Budgeted
Expenses

Actual
Income vs
Actual
Expenses

$281,000

$205,000

$173,000

$205,000

+$108,000

It’s time for our ladies’ golf group! You are welcome to join
this informal, fun group. The ladies play on Wednesday
mornings at Ives Grove. Please call JoAnn G at 262-7218381 with questions/to sign up. Details regarding costs and
a start date will be shared as the weather warms up.

Through March, our income was $281Thousand, comprised of contributions of $209Thousand, the PPP grant of $68Thousand and other income
of $4Thousand. The congregation contributions were $20Thousand less
than the first quarter last year, but consistent with budgeted contributions. The Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan that we received last
year was totally forgiven by the government in January, turning the loan
into a grant. We had included this grant in our 2021 budgeted income.
The proceeds from this grant will help to offset the reduction in pledged
income we budgeted this year.
Expenses for the first three months were $173Thousand, $32Thousand
less than budget and $15Thousand less than the same period last year.
Expenses were down versus budget as we built the 2021 budget assuming that our church programming, services and events would be “back to
normal”. Clearly that is not yet the case, so some expense categories
will continue to track below budget.
Comparing income and expenses, we had a surplus of $108Thousand for
the first three months of 2021, due primarily to the granting of the PPP
funds.
The congregation continues to be very generous in its giving. While expenses are being carefully managed, so much of our financial stability is
based upon the continued strength of our giving. We appreciate your
giving.
If you have any questions on the financial update, please contact Larry
Berger, the Congregation Treasurer at lwlkberger@gmail.com. Thanks.

Spring has Sprung!
The MPLC gardens are in bloom and
changing every day. All are welcome
to stroll through and enjoy the gardens and our labyrinth at any time.
To learn more about the labyrinth,
visit this page on our website.
Special thanks to Steve Wikner for
all the work he puts in to maintaining our beautiful gardens!
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Dear MPLC Family,
It is with a very, very heavy heart that I announce my resignation from my position at our beloved church. I have accepted the position of Director of Choral Activities at the University of Kansas
in Lawrence, KS, effective this fall.
My 10+ years at the church serving as choir
director have been beyond wonderful. My wife has
been part of the journey with me at MPLC all along,
and so have our children Mateo and Camila, while they were in school.
This time has been truly invaluable to us.
There are too many people to thank, and I know it is unfair to
mention just a few, but I would be remiss if I didn’t mention Maestro
Michael for his infinite patience with me all these years. Naomi Miller
(yes, Rich too!!!) has been a Godsend: without her help, the choir would
not function at all! Promise! Karen and Denny Martin have also been
instrumental in the work of the choir, first when Karen worked for the
church but even after her responsibilities ended. When I had to be away
because of Carthage obligations, Sue Cawley was my earthly savior!
Thank you Sue! Carla Smith also helped very diligently a few times. And
thank you to each and every member of the choir, truly awesome people, with God-centered lives, who have blessed me all along with their
beautiful voices and their warmth and uplifting personalities. THANK
YOU!
It was also a pleasure to work with the
great group of brass players: Ric, Greg, Curt,
and Paul (and several other musicians that
helped along the way).
My thanks go particularly to our awesome pastors: Beth Ann and Krista. I am also
remembering Pastor Bill, Pastor Kara, Pastor
Dave and Pastor Christine.
Thank you, Mount Pleasant Lutheran
Church: all these beautiful memories will be
treasured in a very special place in my heart. Farewell!
Eduardo Garcia-Novelli
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Congregation Council Highlights
Council members took part in two “Spring into Mission” events online
with MPLC ministry teams on March 30 and April 13. Appointed voting
members from our congregation will attend the 2021 Greater Milwaukee Synod Assembly taking place online on April 30 and May 1. The
Congregation Council meeting scheduled for April 15 was cancelled for
lack of pressing business. The next Council meeting will take place on
Thursday, May 13, 6:30 PM.

Local Mission “Trip”
for those Currently Middle and High School!
Sign up Deadline is MAY 2!
Pastor Krista, along with other local pastors and youth leaders in Racine
and Kenosha, have been cooking up some unique service opportunities
in our own neighborhoods! Youth are invited to join their peers for days
of service in the morning and hanging out in the afternoon! We think
this is a covid safe way to do a “mission trip” this summer!
• High School Dates: (Currently in 9-12 grade) June 13-14, 9 AM-4 PM
each day
• Middle School Dates: (Currently in 6-8 grade) August 1-5, 9 AM-4 PM
each day
See our website for more information, a promo video, sign ups and
more! Please sign up by May 2. https://spaceshipchurch.org/helpinghands/ Contact Pastor Krista with questions.

Give Blood, Save Lives!
American Red Cross Blood Drive
Friday June 11th 1:00-6:00 pm
Our next Blood Drive is June 11 in fellowship Hall. Donors, sign up online
now at: https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
We could also use a few volunteers to help with greeting, taking temperatures and check in! Contact Pastor Krista if you can help, at: kzimmerman@mplc.us
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April 18 Community Meal at Living Faith
This wonderful group of
volunteers,
along
with Vicar Chip Lutz,
packed and distributed
90 to-go meals at the
April 18 Community
Meal at Living Faith
Church. Thank you to
all!

God's Work, Our Hands!

Food Pantry at Holy Communion Lutheran Church
The Food Pantry is asking for the following items for the month of May:
Ground coffee
Small boxes of tea
Mixed vegetables (please no corn or green beans)
Soap
Tomato Soup
Tuna
Spaghettios
The pantry received a large donation of bags so does not need any bags
right now. Thank you for your continued support of this ministry!
Donations can be brought to church during in-person worship, during
office hours (M-TH, 9am-3pm), or during drive through ministry the first
Sunday of the month. See next page for details!
Donations brought in to church can be left by the spiral staircase in the
entryway.
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MPLC Church Construction Images—inside and out
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HAPPY 65th
Mt Pleasant Lutheran Church
Congregation
By Naomi Miller
It was 65 years ago on April 29, 1956 our congregation was chartered. After nine years as a daughter church to Atonement Lutheran
(now Living Faith Lutheran) we became an independent church. This
was the largest Lutheran Church ever organized in the United Lutheran
Church in America with 415 charter members.
For me, it just seems like we did the year long 50th Anniversary celebration with a special event each month during 2006. We’ve come a long
way in the past 15 years, for sure in the past 65 years. The congregation celebrated that charter day in a little white frame church on the
corner of Highways 31 & 20 where Denny’s restaurant is today. The
building we are currently in was dedicated on November 9, 1975.
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Drive Through Communion & Food Pantry
Drop Off
Sunday, May 2, 11 – 11:30 AM
Our online worship community and Worship-at-Home members can
come to receive Holy Communion at our Drive-Through Event on Sunday, May 2, from 11:00 – 11:30 AM. Participants may drive up to the
front doors of the church building to receive communion in your vehicle, either to eat immediately or take home to share with others. If you
have food donations for the Holy Communion Food Pantry with you, a
volunteer will retrieve them from your car for you. The next such DriveThrough Event will take place on Sunday, June 6.

We’ve had several pastors, associate pastors, vicars, organists, choir directors, and, church staff. And, of course a turnover of membership. We have made physical changes to the interior, and added a narthex to the original building. We have always been Mt. Pleasant Lutheran Church with our cross standing high against the sky welcoming folks,
worshiping with those who enter our doors, and serving God through
many requests from our community and world.
So, let’s wish ourselves a HAPPY 65TH, and look forward to many more
anniversaries to honor our gathering together as a congregation.
###

Coming this Summer…Faith & Friends
With Vicar Chip
NOTE: Historical construction photos are shown on the following page.
For more information on the history of the building, please visit our special website page.

Join Vicar Chip this summer where we’ll meet up in
different areas around town to see what God is up to…
and how we can join in. Watch for details in your weekly MPLC emails and plan to join Vicar Chip this summer!
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From Holly Hess, Director of Serving Ministries
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for eternity. May the Lord bless you and keep you, Kimberly.
If you’d like to make a donation in memory of Kimberly and in
support of other community members experiencing mental illness or
homelessness, gifts can be mailed to the church office and will be given
to The HOPES Center for Street Outreach. Please write “FOR KIMBERLY”
in the memo line. Thank you.

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
Matthew 27:46
Holy Week is where God meets us in our desperation and
doesn’t look away, doesn’t back down, doesn’t make deals, but bears it
all himself. In Holy Week, Jesus is at his most human, experiencing the
full range of emotion from anticipation to fear to courage to betrayal to
anguish to love. When your life is at its worst and no one understands,
Jesus does. Jesus has been there. Jesus, too, has cried out. Jesus knows
you, accepts you, loves you, in your hardest moments.
Holy Week this year was difficult. We learned that a local woman
who has been unhoused for many years died this week. I first met her
several years ago through the Street Outreach Program. For more than
a year she had lived in her car in our church parking lot. She was leery to
accept much help or support and we didn’t push her. Now l find myself
asking, “Did we do enough?” “What more could we have done?” “Did
she know we cared?” “Did we say that enough?” These are the questions we all ask ourselves when the time for acting on them has passed.
When she was recently moved to a rehab center after being hospitalized
for a serious illness, she insisted her car, her home, stay in our lot,
“where it was safe.” I hope that means that she did feel at home here,
in the best way she could. Meeting people in their darkest days, their
deep hurt, and lasting trauma is challenging work. There are lines between being supportive and being pushy. There are boundaries that
need to be respected, even when it’s hard to hold back. We can’t be the
answer to everyone’s problems. Only Jesus can do that. Our friend and
neighbor is gone. Her car has been moved out of our lot. The Easter basket the church put together for her sits on my counter. Her difficult life
on Earth has ended and we trust that the peace that eluded her in this
life has been beautifully and wholly restored in Jesus. Jesus, who understands the depth of our personal despair and carries it for us,

A big thank you to everyone who has served
as caretaker for our Little Free Food Pantry.
This ministry is really starting to make an impact on our neighborhood. Almost every day
while we are in the church office we see people stopping by and accessing our Little Free
Food Pantry. It is a wonderful way to share
our resources and to show love to our neighbors. There are caretake openings available
if you are willing to participate in this serving ministry. Caretakers sign up for a week
and stop by to make sure the pantry is wellstocked throughout the week. There is a
shopping list below, to make caretaking easy.
Please join us in helping decrease food vulnerability in our neighborhood. If you have
questions or concerns, contact Holy Hess,
Director of Serving Ministries at hollyhess@wi.rr.com
CLICK HERE to sign up to be a caretaker.

Granola Bars
Protein Bars
Pudding
Mac and Cheese (boxes
and single serve)
Soup
Spagetti-O's
Pasta
Pasta Sauce
Fruit Cups
Tuna packages (with
crackers and relish included)
Flavored Rice Packages
Nuts
Raisins
Applesauce
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Crackers
Oatmeal
Quinoa
Stuffing
Beans
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Soap
Toilet Paper
Pocket Kleenex
Other Non-Perishable
Foods
**When possible, please
stock the pantry with pulltop cans.

