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APRIL 2021 Newsletter
WORSHIP TIMES...now online and in-person




Sundays at 8:25 a.m.—ONLINE only, via facebook, or at
spaceshipchurch.org
Sundays at 10 a.m.—In-Person Worship (beginning Easter
Sunday), registration required*
Saturday at 5 p.m.—In-Person Worship (beginning April
17), registration required*

*Online preregistration for all services opens on Tuesdays at noon
for that week’s services only. Links to signups are included in weekly
emails and posted on spaceshipchurch.org (home page and Quick
Links). Those without internet may call the church office to be added
to signups.

MPLC Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, from 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
For other times, staff members are most easily reached by email.

Our Website
https://spaceshipchurch.org

On facebook
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch
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From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone
“Looking Forward, Looking Back”
I’ve been trying out a new planner this past month that daily
asks me to finish the prompt, “I’m looking forward to…” I’ve noticed
that this is usually the hardest prompt for me to answer, especially on a
daily basis! Many of us have spent the last year in a holding pattern,
waiting for conditions to change. Sometimes it’s been like being a kid
waiting for Christmas but knowing you wouldn’t get what you really
wanted when that day arrived.
Now, finally, conditions have been starting to improve. I wonder
whether my increasing sense of hopefulness has more to do with local
virus rates declining, vaccine rates climbing, the approaching end of
Lent, or the weather getting warmer! All these point to better days
ahead for so many of us, for which I give thanks to God.
I also realize that not everyone experiences these same improving conditions. In other parts of the country, the trends are heading the
wrong way. Many places in the developing world have NO vaccines yet
available to them. On the other side of the planet, they’re getting closer
to WINTER, not biergarten season. And while many of our church members are partially or fully vaccinated by now, others (including ALL our
children) are still waiting for their turn. God walks with all of them, too,
especially when reasons to hope seem harder to find.
It’s time to tread lightly, friends, in this next season. This has
been a traumatic year for many, a positive time for some, and a challenging year for most. We need to be gentle with each other and give
each other the space we need to reemerge from this unusual time
we’ve been going through, each at our own pace. There’s no right or
wrong way to do this; grace and time are the keys.
We’re not just flipping a switch at church. (If only there WERE
such a switch to flip!) We’re easing into change and expecting more to
come. For those returning to worship in person this month, there may
be a mixture of joy, fear, awkwardness, grief, and anticipation. For those
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continuing to worship at home for now, you may feel the same with just
a touch of “coveting”. Regardless, we’ll figure it out together. We’ve got
time.
May God give you what you need this day, your daily bread, for
strength in the journey. Grateful to be in this with you,
+ Pastor Beth Ann
If you missed it, here’s a link to a video the pastors made 3/19/21 discussing the return of in-person worship at MPLC: https://
www.facebook.com/spaceshipchurch/videos/428611251769364

Update on Worship with MPLC

From Pastor Beth Ann and Council President David Santalucia

Plans continue as previously announced for some in-person worship services beginning in April. (See Holy Week schedule on page 4)
After Easter Sunday on April 4, the 10:00 AM Sunday service with Holy
Communion will be offered in person each week. Beginning on Saturday, April 17, our 5 PM Saturday service with Holy Communion will resume in person. Online preregistration for all services opens on Tuesdays at noon for that week’s services only. Links to signups are included
in weekly emails and posted on spaceshipchurch.org (home page and
Quick Links). Those without internet may call the church office to be
added to signups.
Our 8:25 AM Sunday services continue online only. Drivethrough Holy Communion will be offered on the first Sunday of the
month: April 4, 10:15-11 AM; May 2, time TBA. Thank you for your patience and grace as we enter this next time of transition for our worship
life together!

Congregation Council Highlights
At their most recent Zoom meeting on March 18, the Congregation
Council selected the following to serve as voting members to the 2021
Greater Milwaukee Synod Assembly taking place online only April 30May 1: Ian Bischoff, Carol Wiechers, Kristi Barrett, and Yolanda Lewis, as
well as Pastors Krista and Beth Ann. Council members were encouraged
to attend two “Spring into Mission” events taking place online March 30
and April 13 for congregational ministry teams. The next Council
meeting will take place online on Thursday, April 15, 2021 at 6:30 PM.
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What to Expect for In-Person Worship
To ensure we have enough room for worshippers to sit physically distanced from one another, seating in the sanctuary has been
marked with a limited number of “spots” where people can sit. Our preregistration signups only allow for this number of spots and ask you to
name those sitting in the spot you register for. Spots can seat one to
four people. (Larger groups need to sign up for more spots.)
Before arriving for worship, please be sure to wear a mask,
make certain you do NOT have a fever or feel sick, and ensure you’re
not supposed to be in isolation after exposure to someone with
Covid19.
When you first come into the narthex for an in-person worship
service, you’ll see a table with nametags laid out alphabetically by last
name. Please wear yours so others can recognize you even with your
mask on! At another table, you’ll pick up a prepackaged communion
cup (wine/bread, juice/bread, and wine/GF bread options available).
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Bring this with you into the sanctuary (but don’t open until after we
raise them up for blessing later in the service). You should also take
your coat with you to place on the pew in front of you (to avoid needing
to gather at the coat racks).
At the top of the ramp, a host will point out available seating options from which to choose. Available seats are marked with blue cloth
tape on the pew seats, each spot distanced from the next by at least 6
feet. Sit on an open spot with blue tape and settle in for worship! Services will last about 30 minutes. After the service, those closest to the
ramps will exit first. (Don’t forget your coat!) Leave your name tag on
your seat, put your empty communion cup in a bin at the top of the
ramps, and place your offering in an offering plate.
We look forward to seeing you soon!

With Thanks for your Support
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of MPLC in this
challenging time. Now that we will have in person worship services
again, an offering plate will be available at the top of the ramp for those
who would like to drop off offerings during services. If you would like to
keep mailing your offerings in, we are grateful for that as well. They can
be mailed to the church at 1700 South Green Bay Road, Racine, WI
53406.
The most helpful way to give is online (CLICK HERE). Your online offering can be a one-time gift or set up on a re-occurring basis. You can
chose weekly, every two weeks, every month, twice a month or every
three months. Offerings can be given through your checking account or
credit card. This is a convenience for you as you no longer need to remember to bring your checkbook or mail in your offering. It also helps
us as recurring donations provide consistency and efficiency.
If you need any assistance setting up online giving or have any questions
and would like more information, please contact Business Manager,
Stephanie Buchanan at sbuchanan@mplc.us or 262-634-6704 ext. 112.
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Pastor Krista on Sabbatical June and July 2021!
Dear Siblings in Christ,
I am excited to tell you that I will be taking a
time away for the purpose of spiritual and personal
renewal May 31-July 31. Our congregation graciously
provides its pastors with a 3 month sabbatical for every 6 years of service. I will have been serving MPLC
for 7 years as of August 1, 2021. I have been ordained
for 10 years. We have been planning this sabbatical
for over a year. Due to the pandemic, I will be breaking up my 3 months into two sessions. This summer, I will be traveling within the United States. Later, when international travel is safer,
I hope to take my third month abroad.
Sabbaticals are for healthy pastors and congregations. Gratefully, I see us in those categories of health. Even in the midst of a
pandemic, we have pivoted and continue to thrive. To continue in
that good health, it is good to take time away for renewal and rest.
That is why I receive this sabbatical with thanks. To take a time of
spiritual renewal to sustain ministry for the long haul, both for me
and the congregation.
This summer is a good time to take this sabbatical since we
have Vicar Chip to pick up some of the pastoral work. I recognize
that this is a precious gift that not many people get to have. It is my
hope that our congregation would also take a period of intentional
spiritual renewal and take opportunities for joy together.
I would like to thank our council, Pastor Beth Ann and Vicar
Chip for making this opportunity possible for me. Tune in to the May
Newsletter for more details about my plans!
Peace, Pastor Krista
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Local Mission “Trip”
for those Currently Middle and High School!
Pastor Krista, along with other local pastors and youth leaders in Racine
and Kenosha, have been cooking up some unique service opportunities
in our own neighborhoods! Youth are invited to join their peers for days
of service in the morning and hanging out in the afternoon! We think
this is a covid safe way to do a “mission trip” this summer!
• High School Dates: (Currently in 9-12 grade) June 13-14, 9 AM-4 PM
each day
• Middle School Dates: (Currently in 6-8 grade) August 1-5, 9 AM-4
PM each day
See our website for more information, a promo video, sign ups and
more! Please sign up by May 2. https://spaceshipchurch.org/helpinghands/
Contact Pastor Krista with questions.

Many thanks to those of you who have
already donated to the current Hope in
Bloom campaign to support our community partners at The Hospitality Center and HALO. With your help, we will
be able to make a generous donation to
help offset The Hospitality Center’s daily operating expenses, which
have increased significantly during the past year of the pandemic. At
HALO, they have been in desperate need of an additional industrialsized freezer for several months. With people being housed at the shelter and throughout the community to maintain lower shelter numbers
and safe distancing, there have been many changes to the meals at HALO. Large groups of volunteers are no longer coming in to make and
serve meals so more food is being purchased, stored, made on-site and
delivered to shelter residents being housed off-site. Thanks to your response, we have reached our goal to purchase this freezer for HALO!
This is wonderful news to share! Hope is in Bloom - in our congregation
and our community! Thank you for your continued care and generosity!
Holly Hess, Director of Serving Ministries
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Racine Cluster Community Meal at
Living Faith Church
Sunday, April 18
Volunteers and Donations Needed
Our next turn serving the Community Meal is Sunday, April 18. A free
meal is served each Sunday evening starting at 4:30 pm at Living Faith
Lutheran Church with different area churches providing food and volunteers each week. Meals are now being prepared in pick up "to go" containers. Sign up here to donate items or volunteer to serve. Food donors
should bring donations to Living Faith (2915 Wright Avenue) between
3:30-4:00 PM on April 18 to be boxed up for service. Volunteers should
arrive at Living Faith no later than 4:00 p.m., wearing face masks (gloves
will be provided). Thank you!

Food Pantry at Holy Communion Lutheran Church
A Note from Director, Sharon Wilczynski
We are so very grateful for the generous amount of plastic and paper
bags we have received. At the present time, we have more than a sufficient amount of them. We will let you know when we are in need
again.
As you will notice, this month we are asking for items we don't normally
request, but we have had clients asking for them. For the month of
April, the pantry is asking for donations of:
dog food
baby wipes
diapers sizes 3, 4, and 5
bar soap
(We received a large donation of cat food, so we currently do not need
any.)
Thank you to all who contribute to our pantry! We could not continue
this ministry without you!
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Donations for Food Pantry Continue
In a year where more and more people have a hard time making ends
meet, MPLC members have stepped up in generosity to our neighbors!
Dozens of you have regularly dropped off donations of canned goods at
our drive-through events, food that was later distributed from the Holy
Communion Food Pantry. Thank you so much! As we begin some inperson worship services, we invite you to bring your food donations any
time, placing items near the spiral staircase in the narthex/entryway.
Drive-through drop-offs will also continue on the first Sundays of the
month when drive-through communion is offered. Thank you for loving
our neighbors!
BELOW: February food collection results! This month, volunteer Tim Graves
used a van instead of his CR-V, to take donations to the food pantry...a wise
choice! Thank you, Tim for delivering our donations!

MPLC Vaccine Angels Help to Schedule Covid Vaccines
Members of MPLC are available to help people in the community and
the congregation secure Covid 19 vaccinations. These “Vaccine Angels”
are a special team of volunteers who can help people find available vaccine appointments. Many people in our community and in our own congregation do not have access to internet and cannot find a vaccine for
themselves. People are invited to call the church office and a Vaccine
Angel will get back to you.
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A big thank you to everyone who has served as caretaker for our Little
Free Food Pantry. This ministry is really starting to make an impact on
our neighborhood. Almost every day while we are in the church office
we see people stopping by and accessing our Little Free Food Pantry. It is
a wonderful way to share our resources and to show love to our neighbors. There are caretake openings available if you are willing to participate in this serving ministry. Caretakers sign up for a week and stop by
to make sure the pantry is well-stocked throughout the week. There is a
shopping list below, to make caretaking easy. Please join us in helping
decrease food vulnerability in our neighborhood. If you have questions
or concerns, contact Holy Hess, Director of Serving Ministries at hollyhess@wi.rr.com
CLICK HERE to sign up to be a caretaker.

Shopping Suggestions...
Granola Bars
Protein Bars
Pudding
Mac and Cheese (boxes and single
serve)
Soup
Spagetti-O's
Pasta
Pasta Sauce
Fruit Cups
Tuna packages (with crackers and
relish included)
Flavored Rice Packages
Nuts
Raisins
Applesauce
Peanut Butter

Jelly
Crackers
Oatmeal
Quinoa
Stuffing
Beans
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Soap
Toilet Paper
Pocket Kleenex
Other Non-Perishable Foods
**When possible, please stock
the pantry with pull-top cans.
People "shopping" the pantry
may not have access to a can
opener
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Grant Requests Open through April 30
The MPLC endowment fund exists to support the mission of our congregation, “Growing relationships with God, each other, and our neighbors
in the way of Jesus.” Through April 30, the endowment committee is
accepting grant requests that extend our congregation’s ministries, promote advanced education for ELCA seminarians or ELCA undergrads, or
advance local ministries. Typical grants range in value from $500 to
$1,000. Grant request must come from or have the written endorsement of an MPLC member or group. A printable grant application form
can be found by clicking Grant Request Form or by contacting the
church office. If you have questions, please contact Bruce Lingsweiler at
bruce.lingsweiler@yahoo.com.

Worship Volunteer Needs...

Changes coming as we transition to virtual
AND in-person worship
We still need readers/lectors for Sunday morning online worship. Your
reading can be pre-recorded or it can be read live during worship, from
your home. The process is super simple. Questions? Email Becky Litwin:
blitwin@mplc.us . To sign up for a Sunday, CLICK HERE. Thank you!

In-person Worship Volunteer Needs
With some in-person worship services resuming in April, we are looking
for volunteers to help us welcome people back! Some volunteers will
help preregistered worshippers check in when they arrive, and others
will help them find seats in the sanctuary and dismiss them after the
service. If you would like to volunteer, please let the church office know
by email blitwin@mplc.us or phone 634-6704 or by clicking here to go
to Sign up Genius.
THANK YOU!

Rummage Sale Update
The MPLC rummage sale committee has announced there will be NO
annual rummage sale in 2021.
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Our Space & Time Blog is going strong, thanks to contributions from MPLC members & staff! Click HERE to go to the
Blog Page on our website.

Thank you to all who continue to support the SCRIP program online, as
we are not taking physical orders at this time. Please visit the SCRIP
page on our website to learn about online ordering, including through
the new SCRIP App, as described below.

NEW APP! Scrip is easier than ever! You can now go to your app
store and search for “RaiseRight”. Then you can use your existing SCRIP
login OR start a new account with our enrollment code! (email Julie
Rossman for the code) You can buy e-cards to use instantly.
For more information: https://spaceshipchurch.org/scrip
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https://spaceshipchurch.org
What’s on our Website?


Have you lost the weekly announcement email somewhere in
cyberland?
Access it quickly and easily through our website, where a link is
posted weekly to each email. CLICK HERE



The Sermon Podcast
Click HERE to visit the Podcast page on our website. Listen from
the website OR, subscribe to it from your favorite platform—like
iTunes, Spotify and more.

NO COMPUTER? No Problem!
From your telephone, dial 857-385-7422, to listen to the latest
sermon podcast from your phone.


The ‘Space and Time blog: Create Space, Take Time, for God’
Check it out here: https://spaceshipchurch.org/news-blog



We have a SCRIP Page! Learn all you need to know about this
easy way to earn rebates for youth missions: https://
spaceshipchurch.org/scrip



Watch Live Worship from our Home Page
Log on to our website on Sunday mornings at 8:25 to view
worship from the website. Scroll down to “MPLC Livestream”



Online Church Links
This page features links to past Facebook live events, links to
other online church resources, and a schedule of upcoming
online events



Calendar
This tab on the homepage will take you right to a calendar view
of events. By clicking on an event, you’ll get a link to that event.

Don’t forget to find/follow/like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch
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For Judith Tisserand and Stephen Gifford on the death of Judith’s mother, Charlotte White, on February 26,
For Bob and Kathy Peck on the death of Bob’s mother, Marian
Peck, on March 3,
For Steve and Marilyn Wikner on the death of Steve’s father,
Ivan Wikner, on March 14.

Ben Poulsen, Dick Jonas, Ross Larson, Sharon Polak, Trina Larsen,
Linda Petersen, Helen Flones, Sheila Johnson, Scott Christiansen,
Karen Tyykila, Cathy Spatz, Jennifer Vyeda, Diane Poulsen, Barb
Mains, Pastor Kara Baylor, Karen Larsen, Joanne Hoornstra, Laura
Luehr, Mary Burks, Leilani Kellner, Sue Henderson, Tom Guyton,
Paul Pruessing, Jane Young, Barbara Graham, Jill Peterson

The Word in Season
The new Word in Season Daily Devotional booklets for April, May,
& June; are available now at church. Pick one up any time from
the box outside the church doors, or when/if you come for worship.

Newsletter Deadline—April 18
If you have a submission for the MAY Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter,
please mark your calendars for Sunday, April 18. Please email your
articles by the end of the day on the 18th, to Julie Rossman
(jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!
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April 1
Joan Patt
Jean Luehr

April 12
Karen Breiwick
Sara Cherry

April 2
Jean Van Swol
Dawn Seeger

April 13
Donna Johnson

April 3
Hollie Nelson
Gordy Graves
April 4
Ted Nelson
Ney Ndosi

April 5
Penny Johnson
Leanne Dunn
April 6
Peggy Elliott
April 7
Jeff Konesko

April 8
Jeff Vlasak
April 9
Phyllis Duchesneau
Maria Lee
Chris Herder
April 10
Stan Breiwick
Burnie Breaker
Jeff Wilson
Dick Brown

April 14
Carol Barkow
Karen Peterson
Nat Longrie

April 23
Terri Maier
Mary Lindabauer
Mary Lou Gallagher
Shirley Gronholm
David Kowbel
April 24
Tom Waldoch
Randy Koker

April 15
Scott Hess
Dan Long
Leon Bergemann

April 25
Charles Clausen
Lynne Besaw
Cherie Evans

April 17
Barb Mains

April 27
Karen Christiansen

April 18
Peggy Nyboe
Mike Seiter
Michaela Keller
George Francis
Barb Choi
James Hrouda

April 28
Terry Zastrow
Eric Haigh
Gregg Hansen

April 20
Andrew Bakken
April 21
Linda Berger
Dick Zimmermann
Dick Sarto

April 29
Doris Cecchini
April 30
Steve Wikner
Lorna Sarto

April 22
Kate Lingsweiler
Christopher Dunn on your birthday!

Blessings
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1700 S. Green Bay Road
Racine WI 53406
Phone: 262.634.6704

Staff
Beth Ann L. Stone (bastone@mplc.us)
Senior Pastor
Krista Zimmerman (kzimmerman@mplc.us)
Pastor
Chip Lutz (vicarchip@mplc.us)
Vicar
Eduardo García-Novelli (egarcianovelli@carthage.edu)
Sr. Choir Director
Michael Becker (michael@mplc.us)
Organist
Sue Cawley
Assistant Organist
Greg Schroeder (gschroeder89@gmail.com)
Bell Choir Director
Holly Hess (hollyhess@wi.rr.com)
Director of Serving Ministries
Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us)
Dir. Of Parish Services
Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us)
Business Manager
Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us)
Director of Communications
Cindy Green
Meal Coordinator/Sexton
Rick Sill
Sexton

Congregation Council
David Santalucia (dsantalu@alumni.iu.edu)
Yolanda Lewis (coyolewis@yahoo.com)
Kristi Barrett (kbarrett81@gmail.com)
Tricia Randelzhofer (trandelzhofer@gmail.com)
Larry Berger (lwlkberger@gmail.com)
Ed Jacobs (egjacobs@outlook.com)
Dennis Martin (or nitramshell@wi.rr.com)
Erin Donaldson (den.donaldson@yahoo.com)
Carol Wiechers (cjh1210@aol.com )
Ian Bischoff (ian.bischoff02@gmail.com )
Dianna Zicarelli (dizicarelli@yahoo.com )

President /
Vision
Vice President/
Do Justice
Secretary/Learn
Financial Secretary/Worship
Treasurer
Welcome
Worship
Serve
Do Justice
Give
Care

