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March 2021
Monthly Newsletter of Mt Pleasant Lutheran Church
Racine, Wisconsin
Live Stream Worship —on facebook live!
@spaceshipchurch OR, on the Home Page of
our website: https://spaceshipchurch.org
Sundays at 8:25 a.m.
See inside on pages 3/4 for details on Holy Week Worship

Coffee Fellowship Time on Zoom
Sundays at 9:30—10 a.m. Zoom Link Here

MPLC Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, from 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
For other times, staff members are most easily reached by
email.

Our Website
https://spaceshipchurch.org

On facebook
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch

Virtual Offering Plate
Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of
MPLC in this challenging time. The most helpful way to
give your offering these days is online (click here for a
link), but we're also grateful for offerings mailed to the
church: 1700 South Green Bay Road, Racine, WI 53406.
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From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone
“Soon and very soon…”
I asked many of you on Sunday at our Drive-Through Ministry
Event whether you’ve received a Covid19 vaccine yet, and was glad to
hear that so many either have or are scheduled to later in March. We’re
seeing the vaccination rates climb every day for those +65 in Racine
County…while we’re trailing the overall rate of Wisconsinites, we’re already at over 40% of you in this age group with the greatest risk of serious complications from Covid having received first shots. Thanks be to
God!
That increasing vaccine rate along with consistently decreasing
case rates locally and around the country lead us to announce the next
step…resuming some in-person worship services for Holy Week! See
the next article for details on when and how you can attend.
This decision has been long-awaited, much-discussed, prayedover, and even postponed once several months ago. In the end, though,
it’s a judgment call whether it’s the right time for MPLC to invite people
to gather indoors again. We are doing everything we can to make this a
faithful, prudent decision through our precautions and protocols when
gathering.
When that day finally arrives, it will be a judgment call for each
of you when it is time for you to take that step. There’s no hurry—we
will continue to stream our 8:25 AM worship service online only. Eventually we will convert that service to a “hybrid” one with both in-person
and online participants. We will still offer drive-through communion
once a month. We will continue to create and mail Worship-at-Home
materials to our offline members until we learn such materials are no
longer needed.
As you decide when it is right for you to return, it’s important
that you know there is still some risk in doing so. As I write this, less
than 5% of all Racine County residents have completed the vaccine series, while 12% have received at least one dose. We will not require
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vaccination for worship attendance, so your fellow worshippers will include many who have not yet been. In fact, your pastors are not yet eligible to receive a vaccination. This is why masks continue to be required
for all, and why we continue to refrain from singing together yet.
If you consider yourself at high risk for Covid complications (due
to age or underlying health conditions), we encourage you to wait to
return until you have been fully vaccinated. If you feel unwell in any
way, we want you to stay home. (Covid patients have reported initial
symptoms that feel like a cold, a sinus infection, or other milder symptoms.) As much as you may want to come with “just a sniffle”, please
think more of your neighbors’ health and peace of mind.
This is just the “next step” for MPLC regarding worship, one of
likely several as we move cautiously forward. This Easter will not be perfect, but it will be better, and things will gradually become more and
more familiar.
My thanks to our Congregation Council, staff, and all those who
are stepping up to volunteer and make this next phase possible. And to
you, people of God, for your patience, endurance, and how you’ve displayed your love of neighbor these many months by your sacrifices. We
can’t wait to worship with you in person once again!
Peace in Christ,
+ Pastor Beth Ann

Update on Worship with MPLC

From Pastor Beth Ann and Council President David Santalucia

We are glad to announce the following dates for resuming some inperson worship services at MPLC:
Maundy Thursday – April 1, 2021
11 AM Service with Communion – in-person
6:30 PM Service – online only

Good Friday – April 2, 2021
Noon – prerecorded joint service with other Racine congregations –
online only (available for viewing all day)
Noon – 3 PM – sanctuary open for private, individual prayer
-continued-
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Easter Sunday Worship – April 4, 2021
7:00 AM Sunrise Service with Communion – in-person
8:25 AM Easter Service – online only
10 AM Easter Service with Communion – in-person
10:15 – 11 AM Drive-through Communion
11:30 AM Easter Service with Communion – in-person
Pre-registration will be required for all in-person services as we ensure
enough space to allow for physical distancing between households. Signups will be posted on March 30 for Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday. More information about signup will be shared in the April newsletter before that date.
After Easter, our regular Sunday schedule will begin as follows:
8:25 AM Sunday Worship – online only
10 AM Sunday Worship with weekly Communion – in-person
Online signups for weekend services will be posted on Tuesdays for the
following weekend. Those without internet may call the church office
on Mondays to be added to the signup list. (Please do not abuse this if
you can sign up yourself online.)
On Saturday, April 17, our 5 PM Saturday service with weekly Communion will resume in person.
Drive-through Communion will be offered on the first Sunday of the
month from 11 – 11:30 AM starting in May.
Please watch for more information this month about how we will make
this move together in spirit. We look forward to seeing your (masked)
faces soon!

Midweek Lent Worship
Join us for Wednesdays now through March 24 at 6:30 PM for a short
service of Compline (“night prayer”) as we take a closer look at the Ten
Commandments. These ancient words are more than just a bunch of
“thou shalt NOTS”; they’re also guides for showing us how to live well
and faithfully with God and each other. Following the service, hop on to
a follow up conversation on Zoom and puzzle over how we can live into
these commandments in our daily lives. Click here after the service to
join the conversation: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84865269380
(Passcode: shall)
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Annual Meeting Highlights
MPLC conducted its annual congregational meeting in an unusual way
on Sunday, February 14, with President David Santalucia presiding.
Meeting via Zoom, an online meeting application, some 95 voting members were represented on 71 screens and four phone-in calls, well exceeding the required number of 40 for a meeting quorum. The abbreviated agenda was conducted, electing new members to Council, Endowment Fund Board, and Nominating Committee by approving a slate of
candidates by unanimous consent. The proposed 2021 Budget was also
adopted by a hand count of all in favor. The meeting was both preceded
and followed by a short time for conversation. Thanks to all who attended! Elected members include:
• Congregation Council: Ian Bischoff, Ed Jacobs, Dianna Zicarelli
• Endowment Fund Board: Jamie Rauth, David Zuelke
• Nominating Committee: Steve Ketterhagen, Chris Ryshkus

Congregation Council Highlights
At their most recent Zoom meeting on February 18, the Congregation
Council reviewed their responsibilities as listed in the church constitution. They nominated and elected the following as Council officers: David Santalucia as President, Yolanda Lewis as Vice-President, Kristi Barrett as Secretary, Tricia Randelzhofer as Financial Secretary, and Larry
Berger as Treasurer. Council members each selected ministry teams
they would prefer to work with in 2021, and they approved receiving
eleven new congregational members in February. They discussed the
pros and cons of resuming in-person worship, and the best time to do
so. At the end of their meeting, Pastor Beth Ann installed them as members and officers in a recording to be shared with the congregation. The
next Council meeting will take place online on Thursday, March 18,
2021 at 6:30 PM.
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Scripture Readers Wanted for Online Worship
If you can take a selfie or record a video, you can probably be a reader
for our online worship service! You can prerecord your reading as a video, or join us live from home via the internet/phone. (We’ll coach you
through it!) Find an open date on the schedule, and sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a094cafa829a4fc1-sunday
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Sunday School Virtual Game Night
Thursday, March 11, 6:30 PM
It was SO much FUN last time… we’re doing it again! Hope you can join
us!! K-5th grade children and their parents are invited to join us for
game night on zoom! We will play interactive games like charades, Pictionary and more! We’re looking for some big kids (middle school) to
join the fun as volunteers too. We’ll send the zoom info closer to the
date. Please sign up so we can plan accordingly. Looking forward to
playing together and seeing a lot of happy faces! If you have any questions, contact Pastor Krista (kzimmerman@mplc.us) or Becky A.
(arndt0@gmail.com)

Sunday School @ Home Links
Looking for ways to help your children grow their faith at home? Check
out the Sunday School @ Home pages from the Indiana-Kentucky Synod
ELCA. Through stories, songs, and activities, you and your child can explore God’s Word together! Website: https://iksynod.org/sunday-school
-home/

Our last night of confirmation was February 10. We are done
with class now until the fall. I’m really proud of how our students and
confirmation guides have adapted to online classes this year! I asked
the students what their favorite part of confirmation was this year and
here are a few responses: talking to friends, the big group and seeing
everyone, "I like my teacher!”, the new experience doing it with Zoom,
the story books, being able to still be a part of confirmation even if I am
farther away (family moved to NJ but she was still able to do confirmation this year).
Keep participating in worship and getting those Midweek Worship Response Forms in this Lent!
-Pastor Krista
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Community Meal at Living Faith Church, February 14

Vicar Chip Lutz (not pictured) and crew, pictured above, served up 80
hot, to-go meals at the community meal on February 14! Many thanks
to all who prepared, donated and served food! The next meal date for
MPLC is April 18.

Food Pantry at Holy Communion Lutheran Church
For the month of March, the food pantry is asking for the following items: tomato soup, side dishes, tuna, bar soap, saltines, diapers
(size 3 and above), pork & beans.
A Note from food pantry director, Sharon Wilczynski
Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of those, you did it to
me. Matthew 25:40
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat; I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink. Matthew 25:35
Jesus' message to us could not be clearer; we are to minister to those in
need. During the COVID-19 pandemic, we developed a plan to continue
serving those in need, following our state guidelines and developing our
own protocols for the safety of our clients and our volunteers. Clients
are not allowed in the building, registration is completed through a car
window and we incorporated a drive-up, touchless pick-up. We have
learned to enunciate and speak loudly to be understood through our
masks, and have learned to read eyes. One thing that has not changed
is our great appreciation for the support of our dedicated volunteers
and our donors.... without them, our ministry would not be possible!
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February 21 Food Pantry Collection

Top Left: Dawn Seeger carries donations in to church during drive
through ministry.
Top Right: Tim Graves volunteered to deliver the donations to the food
pantry—no small task!
Bottom Left: Tim’s car was up for the challenge—there was just room
left in his Honda CR-V for him to sit in the driver’s seat. Tim said, “Next
time I’ll bring Kirsten’s (his wife) van.”
Bottom Right: The food pantry was thrilled with all the donations, and
really impressed that Tim fit it all in his car!

March 2021—Page 10

We had a great turn-out for
drive through ministry on
February 21! Thanks to our
volunteers, and the 100+
cars that drove through!
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CLICK HERE
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CLICK HERE

Do Justice Ministry Team News
ANNOUNCING...
Do Justice Virtual Dialogue Series:

Moving Beyond a Single Story

Join Pastor Nancy Eggert from the MPLC Do Justice Ministry Team for this first-time virtual dialogue series exploring how our personal stories
shape our view of ourselves and others. This
small group experience will be a safe place to
share ideas and reflect on our own experiences
and those of others. Please plan to participate in
the full, three-part series March 14, March 28
and April 11 at 6:30 pm. CLICK HERE to register
via sign up genius.
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Our Space & Time Blog is going strong, thanks to contributions from MPLC members & staff! Click HERE to go to the
Blog Page on our website.

Thank you to all who continue to support the SCRIP program online, as
we are not taking physical orders at this time. Please visit the SCRIP
page on our website to learn about online ordering, including through
the new SCRIP App, as described below.

NEW APP! Scrip is easier than ever! You can now go to your app
store and search for “RaiseRight”. Then you can use your existing SCRIP
login OR start a new account with our enrollment code! (email Julie
Rossman for the code) You can buy e-cards to use instantly.
For more information: https://spaceshipchurch.org/scrip
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Yes, God is Good! Even through a Pandemic? Yes, even then!
Beginning in March, watch your email or mail for “GOD is GOOD News”,
with the above graphic, about once a month, or whenever we have
some good news to share! We’ll feature stories about how God has
worked through the MPLC community in a positive way, especially
through this season of physical separation, isolation, and grief.
The first feature will tell the heartwarming story of two members who were brought together by the MPLC Buddy Program, initiated
shortly after Covid-19 hit Wisconsin. They’ve become fast friends, and
most certainly would never have met if not for the pandemic. You’ll
read how their relationship has been mutually beneficial, and appreciated. Be sure to watch for it coming soon!
As you read this article, does anything special come to mind? Do
you have a story to share about God’s work through this church, during
this challenging time? I’d love to hear about it, and I may use it for a future story! Please email me, Julie Rossman: jrossman@mplc.us or call
the church office at 262-634-6704. Thank you!
God’s Peace,
Julie Rossman

Office Hours at MPLC
Our church office is staffed Monday—Thursday, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Please wear a mask if you need to enter the building, or a staff member
will meet you at the door when you ring the bell.
During other times, the most efficient way to reach staff is by email.
You can find staff email addresses on the last page of this newsletter.
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We were pleased to welcome 11 new members to our congregation on February 14! They each look forward to joining
us in worship soon. Below are photos of two couples who
joined. Watch for more next month.

Mark & Anne Zimmerman join
daughter, Pastor Krista, in membership at MPLC! They will be
joining us mainly online, as they
reside in Naperville, IL. The couple has been enjoying worship
with us since online services began last March. Welcome, Mark
& Anne!

Warren and Pastor Jennifer Arnold live in Oak Creek WI. Warren
is a retired police officer, and Jennifer is a Pastor with the Greater
Milwaukee Synod. They’ve also
been joining us online in the past
year. Welcome, Warren & Jennifer!

Newsletter Deadline—March 21
If you have a submission for the April Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter,
please mark your calendars for Sunday, March 21. Please email your
articles by the end of the day on the 21st, to Julie Rossman
(jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!
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https://spaceshipchurch.org
What’s on our Website?
Here’s a few highlights:


The Sermon Podcast
Click HERE to visit the Podcast page on our website. Listen from
the website OR, subscribe to it from your favorite platform—like
iTunes, Spotify and more.

NO COMPUTER? No Problem!
From your telephone, dial 857-385-7422, to listen to the latest
sermon podcast from your phone.


The ‘Space and Time blog: Create Space, Take Time, for God’
Check it out here:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/news-blog

Other Important Website features:



We have a SCRIP Page!
https://spaceshipchurch.org/scrip
Watch Live Worship from our Home Page
Log on to our website on Sunday mornings at 8:25 to view
worship from the website. Scroll down to “MPLC Livestream”



Online Church Links
This page features links to past Facebook live events, links to
other online church resources, and a schedule of upcoming
online events



Calendar
This tab on the homepage will take you right to a calendar view
of events. By clicking on an event, you’ll get a link to that event.

Don’t forget to find/follow/like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch
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Dear Members of MPLC,
We care for you deeply and want to know when you are sick, hospitalized, in rehabilitation or are in any kind of situation you would like pastoral support for. Though visitation at rehab centers, hospitals and assisted living is still not possible, we would still like to be able to call you,
listen to you and pray for you. However, we don’t know what we don’t
know. We count on you to let us know if you are in any of the previously mentioned care facilities. These places don’t call us to let us know
that you are in their care. We need you or a family member or friend to
contact us so that we can follow up with you. Thanks!
Peace,
Pastor Krista, Pastor Beth Ann, Vicar Chip

For Heather, Tim, Harrison and Theodore Cunningham on the death of
Heather’s mom, Mary McDuff, on January 23.

Ben Poulsen, Dick Jonas, Ross Larson, Sharon Polak, Trina Larsen, Linda
Petersen, Helen Flones, Sheila Johnson, Barbara and Scott Christiansen,
Karen Tyykila, Cathy Spatz, Jennifer Vyeda, Diane Poulsen, Barb Mains,
Pastor Kara Baylor, Kristin Brandt, Karen Larsen, Joanne Hoornstra,
Laura Luehr, Mary Burks
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March 1
Russ Fergus
Chris Nielsen
Erin Shefky

March 13
Ruth Ann Miller
Elaine Klandrud
Scott Reske

March 2
Kathy Murdoch
Ralph Gentile
Bryan Murdoch

March 15
Claranna Vytlacil
Dave Brussat
Ryan VanDeLoo
Kathy Grant

March 4
Connie Syslack
Brandon Boerner
Charles Krey
March 5
Darlene Commodore
Michelle Robinson
March 6
Sue Freeze
Jenny Maier
March 7
Bob McGregor
Joyce Malko
Pat Jensen
Warren Arnold
March 9
Kristine Shirk
Sue Hess
March 11
Scott Lehmkuhl
Sue Schacht
Jan Abrahamson

March 12
Jeanne Main

March 16
Phyllis Fergus
Janelle Schowalter
Victor Mitmoen
March 17
Dave Cawley
Pat Keller
Megan Hagen
March 18
Pat Madsen
Jeri Scott
Renee Beck-Santiago
Karen Tyykila
March 19
Gina Godlewski
Mark Trinklein
March 20
Rick VanSwol
March 21
Burt Blomgren

March 23
Dale Armbruster
March 24
Dave Banks
Corky Nelson
Barb Daanen
Ashley Wesley
March 26
John Finger
Wendy Kauten
March 27
Lois Solberg
Danielle Waterworth
March 28
Gary Cooper
Maxine Silvius
Harold Solberg
Dan Moen
Karen Krey
March 29
Sue Cooper
Jacqueline Haid
March 30
Kathy Kusters
Amy Malczewski
March 31
Janell Smith
Mike Shefky

March 22
Gary Scott
Barb Welch
Allison Stephans

Blessings

on your birthday!
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1700 S. Green Bay Road
Racine WI 53406
Phone: 262.634.6704

Staff
Beth Ann L. Stone (bastone@mplc.us)
Senior Pastor
Krista Zimmerman (kzimmerman@mplc.us)
Pastor
Chip Lutz (vicarchip@mplc.us)
Vicar
Eduardo García-Novelli (egarcianovelli@carthage.edu)
Sr. Choir Director
Michael Becker (michael@mplc.us)
Organist
Sue Cawley
Assistant Organist
Greg Schroeder (gschroeder89@gmail.com)
Bell Choir Director
Holly Hess (hollyhess@wi.rr.com)
Director of Faith & Life
Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us)
Dir. Of Parish Services
Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us)
Business Manager
Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us)
Director of Communications
Cindy Green
Meal Coordinator/Sexton
Rick Sill
Sexton
Jasmine Cherry
Nursery

Congregation Council
David Santalucia (dsantalu@alumni.iu.edu)
Yolanda Lewis (coyolewis@yahoo.com)
Kristi Barrett (kbarrett81@gmail.com)
Tricia Randelzhofer (trandelzhofer@gmail.com)
Larry Berger (lwlkberger@gmail.com)
Ed Jacobs (egjacobs@outlook.com)
Dennis Martin (or nitramshell@wi.rr.com)
Erin Donaldson (den.donaldson@yahoo.com)
Carol Wiechers (cjh1210@aol.com )
Ian Bischoff (ian.bischoff02@gmail.com )
Dianna Zicarelli (dizicarelli@yahoo.com )

President /
Vision
Vice President/
Do Justice
Secretary/Learn
Financial Secretary/Worship
Treasurer
Welcome
Worship
Serve
Do Justice
Give
Care

