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February 2021
Monthly Newsletter of Mt Pleasant Lutheran Church
Racine, Wisconsin
Live Stream Worship —on facebook live!
@spaceshipchurch OR, on the Home Page of
our website: https://spaceshipchurch.org
Sundays at 8:25 a.m.

Coffee Fellowship Time on Zoom
Sundays at 9:30—10 a.m. Zoom Link Here

MPLC Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, from 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
For other times, staff members are most easily reached by
email.

Our Website
https://spaceshipchurch.org

On facebook
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch

Virtual Offering Plate
Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of
MPLC in this challenging time. The most helpful way to
give your offering these days is online (click here for a
link), but we're also grateful for offerings mailed to the
church: 1700 South Green Bay Road, Racine, WI 53406.
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From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven.” (Eccl. 3:1 NRSV)
I’ve been thinking about how our lives’ rhythms change over time.
When you’re still in school, you live by the school-day schedule, holiday
breaks and summer vacation. If you’re a new parent, your days and nights
revolve around feeding schedules and naps. Gardeners and farmers’ lives
are tied to seasonal changes. All forms of work come with their own
schedules and rhythms, with times of extra stress or comparable ease.
Most of us have an internal clock and our own external cues that
affect how we experience the rhythms of life day to day, season to season. Some of those rhythms have been interrupted since March. That
might make us feel a little anxious or unsettled. (There are times when I
envy those who really do just “go with the flow”!)
I like to be able to plan WAY ahead, to have things scheduled to
look forward to, to know when some more stressful times are likely to occur, to be able to mark my progress on measurable goals. I instinctively
take a big-picture view and project ahead whenever I can, setting a course
based on what I expect will likely happen in the meantime.
This past year of interruptions has made a lot of such planning obsolete. It’s taking me a while to adjust to where we are in early 2021. I
bought a new planner this month. It’s just a 90-day planner, with undated
pages for planning and reflecting on only that many days, weeks, and
months. I’ll start using it on February 1st. I’m trying to make peace with
often not being able to predict what’s going to happen next and when,
instead paying attention to now and this week. And it’s not easy…for me,
anyway.
But I encourage you to hang in there, too, through this unexpected
time, and join me in trying to suspend our desire to know or control the
future. This is going to be a year of gradual change, and there’s not much
we can do about that. Last March, things turned upside down overnight;
in the coming months, we’ll slowly be turning them right-side up again, in
as much as we can.
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And surely there’s something to learn in this, too. About the illusion of “knowing” what will happen. About our dependance on each
other and God for grace and forgiveness. About God’s constant presence and faithfulness even as things change all around us. May this be
our plan for 2021…to trust God always.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Beth Ann

Join our Online Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 14, 10:00 AM
Join your fellow MPLC members online for a time of fellowship starting
at 9:30 AM, followed by a short meeting to conduct the business of the
congregation on Sunday, February 14.
Why must we have an annual meeting? Because only the congregation
has the authority to approve a budget and elect new Congregation
Council members. Until a congregational meeting takes place, the 2020
budget would have to remain in effect.
What will happen at this meeting? The brief agenda will include approving the 2021 budget, then nominating and electing new members to
Congregation Council, Mission Endowment Fund Board, and the Nominating Committee. If there are no additional nominees from the floor,
the slate of nominees proposed by the Nominating Committee may be
elected by unanimous consent.
What constitutes a quorum for this meeting? Forty voting members of
the congregation make up a quorum, according to the congregation’s
constitution. Voting members are confirmed members.
How will we meet online? Voting members will join via a Zoom website
address and enter a designated passcode. Or they may call in via telephone to the designated phone number. This information will be mailed
or emailed to all voting members at least a week before the meeting.
Where can I find the 2020 Annual Report and proposed 2021 Budget?
Hard copies of these documents are available now at the church in the
bin next to the front door. A digital PDF file is available here. If you have
questions or concerns, please reach out to any of the following before
the
meeting,
if
possible:
President
David
Santalucia
(dsantalucia@wi.rr.com), Treasurer Larry Berger (lwlkberger@gmail.com)
or Pastor Beth Ann Stone (bastone@mplc.us).

February 2021—Page 4

Update on Worship with MPLC

From Pastor Beth Ann and Council President David Santalucia

Our congregation’s Covid Task Force met on January 4 to review the
protocols we established last summer for meeting again for in-person,
indoor worship, making few changes. As local testing, vaccine distribution rates, possible new Covid variants, and government mitigation
efforts continue to shift rapidly this month, we keep watching for consistent indications that risk levels are improving. We’re getting closer
but are not yet setting a date to affect a change in our worship practice.
Thanks for your continued patience as we work towards taking the next
step as soon as seems prudent.

Congregation Council Highlights
At their most recent meeting on January 14, the Congregation Council
approved a budget to recommend to the congregation for 2021. They
clarified the membership status of those who have neither communed
in the congregation nor made a contribution of record in the past two
years. They discussed and affirmed the idea of welcoming new members who don’t live locally but who engage in worship and community
with the congregation online. They appointed Kristi Barrett and Stephanie Buchanan as alternate voting members to a special synod assembly
taking place on January 23, 2021. They thanked outgoing Council members Chris Ryshkus and Steve Ketterhagen for their years of service. The
next Council meeting will take place online on Thursday, February 18,
2021 at 6:30 PM.
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Ash Wednesday and Midweek Lent Worship
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday which falls
this year on February 17. Typically, our Ash Wednesday
worship service includes the imposition of ashes: a crossshaped smudge made from the ashes of dried, burned
palm branches is marked on your forehead as you hear
the words, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
Church leaders around the world have been grappling with how to perform such a liturgical act safely.
The plan for our online Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30 PM that evening will instead include a prayerful time of remembering our mortality
and our need for salvation. If you would like to wear an outward sign of
repentance that day, you might use fireplace ash, dark makeup powder,
candle soot, or plain soil to trace a cross on your own forehead or on
others in your household. (Please do not mix ash with water; doing so
may create a caustic substance.)
We hope you will join us for another Drive -Through Ministry Event on
Sunday, February 21st, the First Sunday in Lent, from 9:30 to 11 AM. Holy Communion will be distributed, and “Lent Kits” will be available for
you to take home with items to help you engage more deeply in this
spiritual season.
Join us for Wednesdays in Lent at 6:30 PM for a short service of worship as we take a closer look at the Ten Commandments. These ancient
words are more than just a bunch of “thou shalt NOTS”; they’re also
guides for showing us how to live well and faithfully with God and each
other. Following the service, hop on to a follow up conversation on
Zoom and puzzle over how we can live into these commandments in
our daily lives.
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Missing Choir? Us Too!
We miss our singers! We miss hearing their beautiful anthems in worship and their voices leading us through our liturgy on Sunday mornings.
Unfortunately, singing is said to increase potential spread of Covid because of the way singing can transmit aerosols. So for now our choir
members are only singing at home. But you can still listen to a choir anthem each Sunday, if you like, by joining our choir director Eduardo Garcia-Novelli’s email list. Each Saturday, Eduardo sends out an email with
links to a couple of choir pieces suited to the themes and texts of each
weekend’s worship service. To be added to this email list, send him a
note at egarcianovelli@carthage.edu. Thanks for the music, Eduardo!

Scripture Readers Wanted for Online Worship
If you can take a selfie or record a video, you can probably be a reader
for our online worship service! You can prerecord your reading as a video, or join us live from home via the internet/phone. (We’ll coach you
through it!) Find an open date on the schedule, and sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a094cafa829a4fc1-sunday

City of Racine Mortgage Assistance Program
The City of Racine has launched the Racine Mortgage Assistance Program to help City homeowners who may be behind on mortgage or utility payments due to COVID-19-related economic hardship. The property
must be located in the City and it must be owner-occupied (though it
can be a 1-4 unit) with a mortgage. Eligible residents can receive up to 6
months worth of mortgage and utility payment assistance. For more
information, go to: https://www.racinecoronavirus.org/city-of-racinelaunches-mortgage-assistance-program/
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COVID Vaccines now for 65+
We encourage you to get your Covid vaccine as soon as it’s available to
you! These vaccines are very safe and a key to our whole community
being able to gather again in person. Your primary doctor should be
getting in touch with you about scheduling your vaccine. If you need
help trying to get on one of the online vaccine waiting lists, please call
the church office (262-634-6704) and let us know. Teresa Jacobs, an
MPLC member, has offered to try to help you and will return your call.

Sunday School Game Night on Zoom a Success!
On Thursday, January 21, we had a great time playing games on zoom
with nine K-5th grade students, three middle school students and several
adults! It was good to see each other’s faces and laugh together! Thank you Becky Arndt for leading us!

Sunday School @ Home Links
Looking for ways to help your children grow their faith at home? Check
out the Sunday School @ Home pages from the Indiana-Kentucky Synod
ELCA. Through stories, songs, and activities, you and your child can explore God’s Word together! Website: https://iksynod.org/sunday-school
-home/

Who doesn’t like children’s books? Since January 6, until February 10,
Pastor Krista has been having a lot of fun reading a children’s book each
week to our confirmation students and connecting it to a story from the
Bible! Then the students and their confirmation guides break into their
small groups to continue the conversation about what we can learn
from linking these stories! Want to check out for yourself? You’re invited to visit our website confirmation page!
https://spaceshipchurch.org/confirmation

February 2021—Page 8

Community Meal at Living Faith Church
Sunday, February 14
Volunteers and Donations Needed
Our next turn serving the Community Meal is Sunday, February
14. Living Faith Lutheran Church serves a meal each Sunday evening,
with a different area church providing food and volunteers each week.
Meals are now being prepared in pick up "to go" containers. Sign up
here to donate items or volunteer to serve. Food donors should bring
donations to Living Faith (2915 Wright Avenue) between 3:30-4:00 PM
on February 14 to be boxed up for service. Volunteers should arrive at
Living Faith no later than 4:00 p.m. wearing face masks (gloves will be
provided). Thank you!

February
Parking Lot Food Collections Dates:
SUNDAYS; February 7 & 21, 9:30—10:30 AM

For the Food Pantry at Holy Communion Church

A volunteer will be on hand to collect your donation for the food pantry ! Just drive up and drop off...no need to exit your car. Here’s a list of
most needed items for February: SMALL condiments, SMALL snack
foods, ramen noodles, saltines, bar soap, and toilet paper. The pantry
always needs gently used brown paper or plastic shopping bags. As always we are extremely grateful for all of your donations. We could not
continue this ministry without the support from our donors. Thank you!
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CLICK HERE
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We want to show our neighbors, passersby, staff and congregation that
Jesus loves them! We need your help! Please make us some paper
hearts. They can be any size, any kind of paper, as fancy or as plain as
you’d like to make them. Then drop them off at church in the boxes
outside the front door or mail them to us, and we’ll hang them up in
our windows! Let’s cover the windows with love! Please get your
hearts to church by February 7.

Thank you
Blood Donors!
On Friday, January 8, we
hosted another successful Red Cross Blood Drive
at MPLC! This time we
were able to save 111
lives with 27 units of
blood donated! Save the
date for our next blood
drive on Friday, June 11
1—6 pm in fellowship
hall.
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Endowment Fund Gifts

In 2020, the Endowment Fund was blessed with gifts from:
•
•
•
•
•

Letty Larson Memorial
Ross Meader Memorial
Bev Laycock Memorial
Ruth Scott Memorial
Anonymous InFaith Contribution

Summary of Grants

In 2020, the Endowment Fund supported the following
recipients with gifts from the Endowment Fund:
•
•
•
•

$1000 - Luther College ELCA, scholarship to Erin Keller
$1000 - Grand View University, scholarship to Benjamin Rossman
$2000 - Luther Seminary, scholarship to Charles “Chip” Lutz
$ 630 - Emaus Lutheran Church, Racine. Purchase of security cameras.

In an effort to further the MPLC mission, the endowment committee is
working to increase awareness of and participation in the endowment
fund. Stay tuned for more information in 2021.

A Book in a Zoom Room!
February 11, 6:30 PM
Join Holly Hess for the Next Zoom Room book discussion on February 11. We’ll discuss the book: Last Bus
to Wisdom, by Ivan Doig. Purchase the book on your
own. Sign up HERE to get the Zoom link, or call the
church office at 634-6704 for assistance.
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Our Space & Time Blog is going strong, thanks to contributions from MPLC members & staff! Click HERE to go to the
Blog Page on our website.

Thank you to all who continue to support the SCRIP program. Please
visit the SCRIP page on our website to learn about online ordering,
including through the new SCRIP App, as described below.

NEW APP! Scrip is easier than ever! You can now go to your app
store and search for “RaiseRight”. Then you can use your existing SCRIP
login OR start a new account with our enrollment code! (email Julie
Rossman for the code) You can buy e-cards to use instantly.
For more information: https://spaceshipchurch.org/scrip
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A Look back at January...in Pictures!

Sweet Aria Hagen is pictured enjoying her new
book from MPLC—given
to her as part of Baptism
of our Lord Sunday in
January. Aria is the
daughter of Morgan and
Megan Hagen, and was
baptized at MPLC in
2020.

Ben and Diane
Poulson are pictured with their
grandchildren on
Christmas Eve,
holding the candles picked upfrom MPLC, as
they participated
in our online
worship service.
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January Food Pantry
Drop Off!
Below, Ona May and Dennis
Vollrath hand off donations
to Lynne and Mason Santalucia.
Below, left: Kim and Eric
Haigh also drove through to
drop off donations.

Many thanks to ALL who continue to
support this important ministry so
faithfully!
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Office Hours at MPLC
Our church office is staffed Monday—Thursday, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Please wear a mask if you need to enter the building, or a staff member
will meet you at the door when you ring the bell.
During other times, the most efficient way to reach staff is by email.
You can find staff email addresses on the last page of this newsletter.

Newsletter Deadline—February 21
If you have a submission for the March Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter, please mark your calendars for Sunday, February 21. Please
email your articles by the end of the day on the 21st, to Julie
Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!

Giese Elementary school principal Mrs. King sent this photo as a
“wholehearted thank you from the staff” for “thinking about us and gifting us the Starbucks cards” at the end of last year. This project was also
supported by a grant from Thrivent, helping us build relationships with
our neighbors!
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https://spaceshipchurch.org
What’s on our Website?
Here’s a few highlights:


The Sermon Podcast
Click HERE to visit the Podcast page on our website. Listen from
the website OR, subscribe to it from your favorite platform—like
iTunes, Spotify and more.

NO COMPUTER? No Problem!
From your telephone, dial 857-385-7422, to listen to the latest
sermon podcast from your phone.


The ‘Space and Time blog: Create Space, Take Time, for God’
Check it out here:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/news-blog

Other Important Website features:



We have a SCRIP Page!
https://spaceshipchurch.org/scrip
Watch Live Worship from our Home Page
Log on to our website on Sunday mornings at 8:25 to view
worship from the website. Scroll down to “MPLC Livestream”



Online Church Links
This page features links to past Facebook live events, links to
other online church resources, and a schedule of upcoming
online events



Calendar
This tab on the homepage will take you right to a calendar view
of events. By clicking on an event, you’ll get a link to that event.

Don’t forget to find/follow/like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch
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For Sue & Ron Schulz on the death of Sue’s mother, Doris Zaner,
on December 29, 2020;
Amy, Dave, Andrew, Jake, & Sam Zuelke and Jill, Ralph, Jack, & Rachel Gentile on the death of father and grandfather, John McNulty
on December 29, 2020;
For Donna and Craig Braaten on the death of Donna’s mother, Alberta (Birdie) Dahlgren, on January 9;
For Farrell Fisher, Christina & Angela on the death of father and
grandfather, Allen Rognerud, on January 11;
For Tim & Gail Kluessendorf on the death of Tim’s mother, Betty
Kluessendorf, on January 15;
For Helen Flones and family on the death of husband, Ken, on January 17;
For Peggy & Chuck Svoboda on the death of Peggy’s mother,
Elaine Hansen, on January 20;
For Mark Trinklein on the death of partner, Carl Stomner, on January 21.

Celebrating the birth of daughter Juliana Elaine to Greg and Melissa Schroeder on January 3, 2021. Congratulations!

Ray Nellis, Ben Poulsen, Dick Jonas, Ross Larson, Sharon Polak, Trina Larsen, Linda Petersen, Helen Flones, Sheila Johnson, Barbara
and Scott Christiansen, Karen Tyykila, Cathy Spatz, Jennifer Vyeda,
Diane Poulsen, Barb Mains, Pastor Kara Baylor, Christian Holguin,
Joel Smith, Kristin Brandt, Karen and Dan Larsen, Paul Berger, Jack
VanSwol, Geri Yates, Dorothy Ellis, Lonnie Jeffrey
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February 1
Shannon Gleason
Kurt Weiss

February 12
Gary Sczepanski
Jennifer Roushia

February 2
Karen Nielsen
Sonja Wilson

February 13
Diane Christensen
Kathy Peck
Joyce Waldoch
Chris Donaldson
Suzanne Jordan
Joe Maier
Sandra Weber

February 3
Ray Palenik
Brandon Brookins
Nate West
February 4
Ron Johnson
Shirley Gulbrandson
Fritz Obernberger
February 5
Phil Lyden
Keith Sorenson
Cathy Spatz
Karen Petersen
February 7
Amy McIntosh
Kevin Poulsen
February 8
Joyce Akin
Bob Kolesar
February 9
Melissa Donaldson
February 10
Kristi Barrett
February 11
Debby Klinkhammer

February 21
Jim Lehrmann
Aimee Hooper
Carla Smith
Kim Mycon
February 22
Sharon Hansen
Erin Hansen
February 23
Laura Kozenski

February 14
Jim Klepel
Mike Jackson

February 24
Karen Martin
Brianna Smith

February 16
Jenny Gonzalez
Krista Zimmerman

February 25
Susan Stearns
Dominic Scully

February 17
Brian Kolaske
Cherise Hart

February 26
Kevin Jones
Brian Smith
Jake Zuelke

February 18
Dave Pennings
Tammy Vite
February 19
Karen Zimmermann
Holly Christianson
Christine Corcoran
Josh Camacho

February 27
Gary Kovacs
Mary Shawl
Paul Steiner
Penny Knigge

February 20
Cara Pfeiffer
Karla Fegler

Blessings

on your birthday!
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1700 S. Green Bay Road
Racine WI 53406
Phone: 262.634.6704

Staff
Beth Ann L. Stone (bastone@mplc.us)
Senior Pastor
Krista Zimmerman (kzimmerman@mplc.us)
Pastor
Chip Lutz (vicarchip@mplc.us)
Vicar
Eduardo García-Novelli (egarcianovelli@carthage.edu)
Sr. Choir Director
Michael Becker (michael@mplc.us)
Organist
Sue Cawley
Assistant Organist
Greg Schroeder (gschroeder89@gmail.com)
Bell Choir Director
Holly Hess (hollyhess@wi.rr.com)
Director of Faith & Life
Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us)
Dir. Of Parish Services
Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us)
Business Manager
Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us)
Director of Communications
Cindy Green
Meal Coordinator/Sexton
Rick Sill
Sexton
Jasmine Cherry
Nursery

Congregation Council
David Santalucia (dsantalu@alumni.iu.edu)
Chris Ryshkus (chris.ryshkus@gmail.com)
Yolanda Lewis (coyolewis@yahoo.com)
Tricia Randelzhofer (trandelzhofer@gmail.com)
Larry Berger (lwlkberger@gmail.com)
Kristi Barrett (kbarrett81@gmail.com)
Ed Jacobs (egjacobs@outlook.com)

Steve Ketterhagen (stketterhagen@gmail.com)
Dennis Martin (or nitramshell@wi.rr.com)
Erin Donaldson (den.donaldson@yahoo.com)
Carol Wiechers (cjh1210@aol.com )

President /
Vision
Vice President /
Welcome
Do Justice/
Secretary/Learn
Give /
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Learn
Property/
Welcome
Give/Safety
Worship &
Music
Do Justice
Serve

