Invitation & Response
Please pray about MPLC’s
mission and our life together. Pray about your
offering for the next year. Pray about your response
to the letter from the Give Team which asks you to
consider increasing your offering for the coming
year if you are able.
Be ready to complete your commitment card
in one of the following ways:
• Complete your commitment card during
		 in-person worship on Sunday, November 15
		 at the designated time, and place it in the
		offering.

GROWING
RELATIONSHIPS
in the Way of Jesus

• Complete and return a digital commitment
		 card during or after our online worship service
		 on November 15. (Link to be posted at the
		 time of the service.)
• Mail your completed commitment card to the
church office, or email the information directly
		 to MPLC’s business manager Stephanie
		 Buchanan at sbuchanan@mplc.us

While we can’t physically gather, God has
gathered us Together in Spirit. We have
continued to worship together while apart—
connecting online and through shared
printed materials sent to members without
internet. We’ve continued to serve—stepping
up donations to our partner food pantry,
supporting ministry partners like Lutherdale
Camp, and receiving designated offerings for
special causes. We’ve even continued to welcome new people as our new digital sign leads
passersby to our website and they join us virtually
online.

God has blessed you and our congregation with
faith for today and hope for tomorrow. We will
enter 2021 with a new sense of mission, grounded
in the way of Jesus that calls us to love the Lord
our God, and our neighbor as ourselves. Thank
you for your partnership in the Gospel and for
living your faith out loud!

1700 South Green Bay Road
Racine, WI 53406 • 262.634.6704
spaceshipchurch.org

Who could have imagined the year 2020
would look like this? When schools, businesses,
and faith communities around the globe
shuttered their doors in March to protect each
other from sickness, we wondered how doing
so would affect our mission, “Blessed to Worship,
Welcome and Serve” at Mount Pleasant
Lutheran Church. We needn’t have worried;
God continues to make a way where we
didn’t know there was a way!

STEWARDSHIP APPEAL
FALL 2020

Now as we discern how God is calling MPLC
forward in 2021, a new mission statement leads
the way: “Growing Relationships with God, Each
Other, and our Neighbors in the Way of Jesus”.

In 2020, the one certainty is that things are going
to change…again! Amid so much transition,
our faith is a gift that centers us, frames our
perceptions, and offers us hope for the future.
In a time of increased physical distancing,
growing our relationships with others can be
a challenge. But God calls us to give our
attention to nurturing relationships in the way
of Jesus, especially when events in our
surrounding culture threaten to divide us.
The reality is that next year some members will
feel able to participate in church life much as
before Covid hit, while others won’t. MPLC, like
most churches, has traditionally focused on
ministries that happen in the church building
and on Sunday mornings. In the next year, we
want to offer more ways for people to engage
their faith in daily life…a shift in thinking,
programming, and practice.
We also recognize how Covid’s effects on
our economy impact people and organizations
differently. Thanks to the faithful giving of our
members, MPLC has been weathering this storm
with strength. That strength equips us to bless
other ministry partners who don’t have the
same resources of support.

To help us carry out God’s mission at MPLC of

Growing Relationships in the Way of Jesus,
		

we want to grow in our giving next year by $963 per week:

Mount Pleasant Lutheran Church
2021 Stewardship Appeal

The charts below reflect where we are now and how we can reach our goal.

Gearing up for “Hybrid Ministry” ($192/weekly)
Modest investments in technology have made it possible
to share our worship services online with people engaging
from their homes. The purchase of a new webcam and
large-screen, internet-capable TV for the Fellowship Hall will
enable us to offer educational programs and more to an
audience that includes those both on site and online.

Maintaining Ministry Excellence ($481/weekly)
Our next season of ministry will ask for creativity and resourcefulness
from our staff who have continued working hard throughout this
pandemic both at home and on site carrying out the logistics of
our ministry together. As we prepare for new challenges ahead to
engage in ministry with children, youth, and families, we hope soon
to fill our vacant staff position in this area. This amount represents the
needed increase to support general operations for MPLC in 2021.
Supporting Mission Strategies ($192/weekly)
As a result of this year, we know that God is calling us to do more, in innovative ways, to help
grow our relationships with God, each other, and our neighbors. Our leaders are working this
fall to define the specific strategies we’ll undertake in 2021 to breathe life into God’s mission
and vision for our church. This amount provides immediate support for those strategies as
soon as they can be defined.
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Supporting Neighboring Ministries ($96/weekly)
Knowing the challenge of meeting needs in this economy,
we want to increase our support to mission partners working
to feed hungry people, both locally and globally (Racine
Mission Cluster supporting the Community Meal, and ELCA
World Hunger), and to partners supporting ministries with
children (ELCA Neighborhood Camps in Racine, and
Lutherdale Camp).
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Study the charts. See where you are now on the current giving chart.
Ask yourself these questions.
“How does my giving level compare with other ways I use my money?”
“How adequately does my giving reflect my gratitude to God for all the blessings I receive?”
“Where would I be on the chart if I doubled my giving? And can I consider doing that?”
“How much more could I give if I really wanted to?”

