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November 2020
Monthly Newsletter of Mt Pleasant Lutheran Church
Racine, Wisconsin
Live Stream Worship —on facebook live!
@spaceshipchurch OR, on the Home Page of our website:
https://spaceshipchurch.org
Sundays at 8:25 a.m.

Coffee Fellowship Time on Zoom
Sundays at 9:30—10 a.m. Zoom Link Here

MPLC Office Hours
Monday— Thursday, from 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
For other times, staff members are most easily reached by
email. Voicemail is checked daily. Our phone number is 262-634
-6704.

Our Website
https://spaceshipchurch.org

On facebook
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch

Virtual Offering Plate
Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of
MPLC in this challenging time. The most helpful way to
give your offering these days is online (click here for a
link), but we're also grateful for offerings mailed to the
church: 1700 South Green Bay Road, Racine, WI 53406.
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From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone
I’ve been asked by a couple of folks how our members are doing financially in these uncertain times. Of course, I don’t know everyone’s situation, I tell them. But my sense is that most of our members’ jobs seem
to continue. We have people in industries experiencing wild fluctuations
or adaptations (education, health care, sales, travel, etc.), and others
whose work has mostly been unchanged except for new safety precautions.
We have working parents making huge adjustments to make their jobs
and families work, and “front line” workers whose jobs entail greater
risk. A retired member mentioned that his income has been largely unaffected by stresses in the economy. A young person can’t find a job. A
couple of people have had their hours and salaries reduced. I’ve not
heard of any members living in truly dire straits as some are in around
the world; it’s hard to say whether that’s the whole story or I’m just out
of the loop.
We’re all in different circumstances, with various levels of security. It’s
in this foggy financial climate that we launch this year’s 2021 Stewardship Appeal.
In the next several weeks we’ll be making the case that supporting
God’s mission through MPLC is a worthwhile and faithful way to show
our faith in God. And we’ll call on all of our members to prayerfully
make commitments to give toward that mission next year as we live into
our new mission statement, “Growing relationships with God, each other, and our neighbors in the way of Jesus.”
I’m excited about where that mission will take us in 2021! We’ve already
begun using it as a tool to help shape our ministry plans and approaches
for the rest of 2020. As you receive our Appeal mailings in your mailbox
in the coming weeks, I hope you’ll take a few minutes to read them so
you can share my enthusiasm!
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None of us knows what 2021 will hold for us, but we can be confident
that we won’t be alone in whatever that turns out to be. We are connected through our relationships with Jesus our brother, part of the
same family of God. Please join me in praying for our community of
faith here at MPLC, for God’s direction in leading us forward in mission.
Grateful for you and the gift that you are.
Pastor Beth Ann

All Saints Day Drive Through Ministry Event
Sunday, November 1
You won’t want to miss our next Drive-Through Ministry Event taking
place on Sunday, November 1st! Drive through the church parking lot
anytime between 9:30 and 11:00 AM that morning, following signs/
directions of volunteers. You can: A) receive Holy Communion (both
bread and wine will be provided in a safety-sealed container—see photo); B) drop off donations of food pantry items; and C) pick up an Advent Kit for your household to use to help celebrate the coming season.
Our extended Advent season begins on November 8. Come by and see
us on All Saints Day!
You are welcome to bring communion back to
share with others at home or in your circle. Note
that bread is found on the underside of the cup.
Gluten-free bread and grape juice options will also
be available.
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UPDATE ON WORSHIP WITH MPLC – from
Pastor Beth Ann and Council President David Santalucia
We know it’s frustrating not to have a date to plan around when we will
start to resume in-person worship services at MPLC. Rather than announce a date, publicize it, and then have to reassess and possibly reverse communications should declining public health conditions necessitate changing our best-laid plans, we instead plan to announce a date
when we’re close enough to be confident it’s “a go”. We’re not there
yet. In October, with outbreaks spiking across the state, our synod bishop advised congregations already meeting in person to stop doing so,
and others not to start until at least mid-November. We are continuing
to assess conditions and metrics regularly, aided by advice from local
health officials. You can view the most current data and recommendations for Racine County here: https://crchd.com/covid-19. Rest assured
that you will hear—in more ways than one, probably!—when we’re
ready to resume in-person, starting with our 10:15 AM Sunday service.
In the meantime, thank you for your prayers and support.
Together in Spirit, Pastor Beth Ann and David

Congregation Council Highlights
Your Congregation Council has been meeting monthly online since April
to steward the ministries of MPLC. At their October meeting on the 15 th,
Council members watched part of a continuing education event on leadership by Dr. Ron Heifetz, and discussed these adaptive leadership questions in relation to Christmas Eve worship: 1) What is essential to preserve? 2) What can we let go of? 3) What can we innovate or adapt?
The conversations will help inform worship leaders as they consider
possibilities for both in-person and online worship. The next Council
meeting is scheduled for November 12, 2020.
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Financial Update
Following is an update on our giving and our spending for January –
September 2020.
January – September 2020
Actual
Giving
Ministry and
Missions
Mortgage
Retirement

Budgeted
Giving

Actual
Expenses

Budgeted
Expenses

Actual
Giving –
Actual
Expenses

$550,000

$545,000

$465,000

$545,000

+$85,000

$71,000

$79,000

$79,000

$79,000

-$8,000

Through September, we contributed $544Thousand toward ministry
and missions, $2Thousand more than the first nine months of 2019 and
$4Thousand greater than the 2020 budget for the nine month period.
We have also received grants totaling $6Thousand from Luther Seminary covering the expenses of our vicar.
Expenses for the nine months were $465Thousand, $80Thousand less
than budget and $46Thousand less than last year. Expenses were down
versus budget and last year in many of our expense categories reflecting
the loss of our Director of Education early in the year and reduced
spending as a result of the impact of Covid-19 on church programming,
services and events. Comparing income and expenses, we had a surplus
of $85Thousand for the first nine months of 2020.
Giving toward our mortgage retirement was $71Thousand through September, down $7Thousand versus the same period last year and down
$8Thousand versus this year’s budget. Comparing giving to our required
mortgage payment of $53Thousand, we had a shortfall of $8Thousand.
Reserves will be utilized to make up this shortfall if the pace of giving
toward mortgage retirement does not increase before the end of the
year.
The congregation has continued to be very generous in its giving
through the pandemic. While expenses are being carefully managed, so
much of our financial stability this year has been based upon this giving.
Many thanks.
If you have any questions on the financial update, please contact Larry
Berger, the Council Treasurer at lwlkberger@gmail.com.
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All Saints Sunday, November 1
Join us for worship online at 8:25 am and, an All Saints Evening Prayer
Service, online at 6:30 pm.
All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead,
who make up the body of Christ. We remember all who have died in the
faith and now serve God around the heavenly throne, especially our
church members who entered the church triumphant since last year’s
All Saints Day: Danny Anderson, Dorothy Anderson, Lila Berge, Glenn
Christiansen, Dorothy Kohl, Letty Larsen, Bill Mahnke, Marilyn Rossman,
Ruth Scott, Nellie Zold, Kimberly Janicek
We will remember them and all who have died, during two worship opportunities on All Saints Sunday: Worship at 8:25 am on facebook live or our website, and; All Saints Evening Prayer on facebook live
at 6:30 pm or our website.
In continuing our MPLC All Saints Day tradition, you are invited
to write the names of loved ones you would like to remember on a
white ribbon, found in a marked plastic bin outside of the church entrance. Choose a blank ribbon, write the names of those you want to
remember on it, then return the ribbon to the bin.
You can stop by any time to do that between Wednesday, October 21 and Saturday, October 31. If you would prefer, you can email
names to Becky Litwin at blitwin@mplc.us by October 29 and she will
write the names of your loved ones on a ribbon for you. On All Saints
Sunday, the ribbons will be placed on the altar rail.
-continued-
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Join Pastor Krista and Vicar Chip for All Saints Evening Prayer live
on facebook at 6:30 p.m., November 1. This service will be a time of
prayer and lament for all who have died, including over 218,000 who
have died of Covid-19.
The ribbons will be transformed into bows, which will decorate a
Christmas tree in the narthex during the Christmas season. The tree will
shine brightly in the darkness of the winter as a reminder that Jesus is
our beacon of hope. It also reminds us that we will be reunited with all
who have gone on before us one day!

Pastor Krista’s 10th Ordination Anniversary
We celebrate with Pastor Krista Zimmerman the tenth anniversary of
her ordination to Word and Sacrament Ministry on October 31, 2020.
Pastor Krista was ordained at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Dixon, IL,
We give thanks to God for calling her to this ministry, for gifting her to
serve, and for leading her here to Mt. Pleasant Lutheran Church. May
God bless your ministry, Pastor Krista!
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Cafeteria Confirmation Update!
From Pastor Krista
We want our students to have a resilient faith and feed them what they
hunger for...food for the body and food for the soul! This fall, confirmation students have been engaging with our homemade curriculum made
for just a time as this! Every week, students with their parents or another trusted adult, discuss the lessons together. Then students meet with
their peers and small group guide to digest the lesson even more. Our
hope is that all are fortified in their faith and relationships! These nutrient rich lessons have focused on taking time to BREATHE, participating
in God’s PEACE, spreading Christ’s LOVE and CONNECTING with others!
The “Cafeteria Confirmation” will be closing November 11 so that we
can observe the season of Advent! Then we will resume in January! If
you are interested in checking out what we’ve been learning or just
want to watch some fun videos- check out this link!
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Announcing...SCRIP CARD Sale and a new SCRIP APP!
SCRIP NEWS...Save the Dates!
* December 9- Deadline to order physical cards for Christmas.
* December 16- Physical cards available for pick up.
We wanted to give you a heads up that we will be selling physical SCRIP
gift cards for your gift giving needs this December! Be on the look out
for downloadable order forms (will be emailed closer to December) and
paper order forms (will be available in the box outside the front doors
at church). You can fill out your order form and return them with your
payment (cash or check made out to MPLC) in the following ways:
Mail it to the church.
Drop it off at church during office hours.
Drop it off on December 2 during Food Pantry Drop Off.
Order physical cards on the new app- RaiseRight! (same deadline
- 12/9—more info on the APP below!)

Flash Sale! Wednesday, December 2, 6-7 p.m., during Food Pantry
Drop Off. Denise Keller will be at the SCRIP desk in the entryway to receive your Christmas orders PLUS we’ll have a limited number of “Cash
and Carry” physical SCRIP cards! We will let you know what is available
on a first come, first served basis, closer to the date. Please wear a mask
and practice physical distancing.

NEW APP! Scrip is easier than ever! You can now go to your app
store and search for “RaiseRight”. (click to view an informational PDF)
Then you can use your existing SCRIP login OR start a new account with
our enrollment code! (email Julie Rossman for the code) You can buy ecards to use instantly OR you can order physical cards by 12/9 for pick
up on 12/16 at church.
-continued-
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SCRIP—continued...
Note: Physical gift cards purchased from the app will only be available
for pick up at church if you order by 12/9. Please only use the e-card
feature otherwise. After Christmas, we will see if there was enough demand to do a physical card order/ sale again.
Thank you for your continued support of our youth missions through
buying ecards and planning to buy physical cards in December!

How Could it be Advent Already? In-Between Time
For the past three years now, we’ve been celebrating an extended Advent season, beginning this year on November 8, to include three extra
Sundays. You can read more in-depth theological rationale for this practice on this website: http://theadventproject.org. But in short, our lectionary (appointed Bible readings) for these earlier Sundays already
makes the turn to look forward to the fulfillment of the Reign/Kingdom
of God, which is ultimately where Advent points us (even if the secular
culture considers it merely a countdown to Christmas). By reclaiming
those extra three Sundays for Advent, we can reclaim this focus and
abide a while longer in what it means to live “in-between” the resurrection of Jesus and the final resurrection, between the “now and the not
yet”. If you have a four-candle Advent wreath you like to use at home,
by all means you can begin lighting it on November 29, and know that
you’re in good standing, too, Advent-wise!
Join us for Midweek Advent Services on Facebook and our website on
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM, beginning November 11. And be sure to pick
up your “Advent Kit” at our Drive Through Ministry Event on Sunday,
November 1, from 9:30 to 11 AM!
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From Holly Hess, Director of Serving Ministries
Jesus said, “By this, all people will
know you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.”
- John 13:35
It is exciting to announce
MPLC’s latest serving ministry,
the Little Free Food Pantry! This
is an opportunity for our congregation to continue to serve and feed our neighbors during this time of
social distancing and beyond. The National Little Free Food Pantry
movement encourages people to make food available to their food vulnerable neighbors through mini-pantries like ours. It is wonderful to be
able to bring this to the greater Racine area. If you are interested in participating in this newest serving ministry, you can sign up online to be
the “caretaker” of the pantry for a week’s time. During that week, you
will be responsible for filling and organizing the pantry and making sure
it stays stocked. You can split your week with another person or family if
you would like. A 52 week sign-up is available on sign-up genius. What a
joy and privilege it is to be able to share with those in need, and what a
strong statement this makes to our community about our congregation
and our commitment to caring - even during challenging times.
Our Little Free Food Pantry would not be possible without the
creative vision and hard work of MPLC member Stew Nagao, who came
out of “retirement” to build our food pantry, and turn this idea into a
reality. His gift to the congregation and the community is greatly appreciated. When I thanked Stew for his work and sent him a picture of our
freshly-stocked pantry, he simply replied, “God smiles.” Indeed, God is
pleased when people of faith show love and compassion to others. I
look forward to many years of this ministry and hope it sparks a greater
movement in our community. If you would like more information about
being a pantry caretaker or if you have other questions, I’m happy to
chat with you more.
Here’s a link to a suggested shopping
Serving together,
list...CLICK HERE
Holly Hess
Director of Serving Ministries hollyhess@wi.rr.com
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NOVEMBER
Parking Lot Collections with Vicar Chip
For the Food Pantry at Holy Communion Church

Wednesdays; November 4 & 18, 6 –7 pm
Drive up...Drop Off!

Here’s a list of current needs for the Food Pantry at
Holy Communion Lutheran Church
Instant potatoes
Stuffing mix (boxed)
Packaged gravy
Cranberry sauce
Canned yams
Corn muffin mix
Cereal
Fruit cocktail

SOCKY SAYS: “Thanks for all the
Socks for the ELCA Outreach Center!
Wow, you did great, MPLC!” Vicar
Chip and Socky will deliver the socks
soon—just in time for chilly weather!
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Do Justice Ministry Team News
Hello, I’m Neil Buchanan, a member of MPLC’s Do Justice Team.
I joined the Do Justice team to broaden my limited knowledge of racial
issues that has caused - and is still causing - so much suffering in our
communities. I’ve learned that being “not racist” isn’t enough – that it
takes anti-racists to bring about the real change that society needs.
We listened to a series from the Racine County Eye called “Black
Men Speak” and I learned a great deal (https://racinecountyeye.com/
category/black-men-speak/). The session by Ahmad Kweku Qawi really
stuck with me and I’d like to share a part of it with you:
Mr. Qawi spoke about America being a “garden salad,” not a
melting pot. A melting pot blends all characteristics of a group together,
becoming one. But… really, how boring would life be if we were ALL the
same? Rather, he describes America as a garden salad, where the
crunch of the lettuce, the cherry tomato bursting, the sharp bite of the
radish, the smooth dressing – they’re all very different. Every bite has a
different flavor, texture, quantity... and we like it that way! I mean, nobody makes a garden salad and then throws the whole thing in a blender to ensure that each sip is exactly the same as the last!
Approaching race the same way will help our society heal and
grow. Appreciate the differences in all of the cultures you encounter.
Soak them in, learn about their perspective, respect the differences
from your culture – we’re all just one ingredient in the garden salad.
One thing that we can do to bring about change is to share what
we learn. I shared Mr. Qawi’s lesson with my kids, coworkers, and
friends. Please consider doing the same.
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A Book in a Zoom Room!
Book Discussion with Holly Hess
Thursday, November 12 at 6:30 p.m.
Save the Date for the next Book in a Zoom Room,
with Holly Hess, Director of Serving Ministries. The
book will be a novel (something new for us) called,
Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger. Purchase
the book on your own. Please Sign-Up HERE so you
can receive Zoom link information just prior to November 12. See you then!
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This was an exceptional fall afternoon recently—the sunlight hitting the multi—colored leaves, the shadows from the beams cast on the side of the church,
the blue sky and the wispy white clouds. I just had to stop and snap a photo!
May we all take time to look for the beauty in nature, and may it give us hope.
- Julie Rossman
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Office Hours at MPLC
Our church office is staffed on Monday—Thursday, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Please wear a mask if you need to enter the building, or a staff member
will meet you at the door when you ring the bell.
During other times, the most efficient way to reach staff is by email.
Church voicemail is checked, however email is preferred. You can find
staff email addresses on the last page of this newsletter.

Check out your Realm Account
Did you know? When you log into your church Realm account online,
you can:
1. Update your contact information, adjust your privacy settings, or upload a current photo for the directory.
2. Look up the contact information of other MPLC members and keep in
touch.
3. Check your giving record, adjust your electronic giving, or make a special gift.
If you need help logging in to your Realm account, please contact Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us).

Newsletter Deadline—November 15
If you have a submission for the December Mt Pleasant SPIRIT
Newsletter, please mark your calendars for Sunday, November 15.
Please email your articles by the end of the day on the 15th, to Julie
Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!
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https ://s p ac e s h ip ch u rc h.o rg
What’s on our Website?
Here’s a few highlights:


The Sermon Podcast
Click HERE to visit the Podcast page on our website. Listen from
the website OR, subscribe to it from your favorite platform—like
iTunes, Spotify and more.

NO COMPUTER? No Problem!
From your telephone, dial 857-385-7422, to listen to the latest
sermon podcast from your phone.


The NEW ‘Space and Time blog: Create Space, Take Time, for
God’ is up and running! Check it out here:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/news-blog

Other Important Website features:


Watch Live Worship from our Home Page
Log on to our website on Sunday mornings at 8:25 to view
worship from the website.



Online Church Links
This page features links to past Facebook live events, links to
other online church resources, and a schedule of upcoming
online events



Calendar
This tab on the homepage will take you right to a calendar view
of events. By clicking on an event, you’ll get a link to that event.

Don’t forget to find/follow/like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch
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Please keep the following in your prayers:
Ross Larson, Ray Nellis, Ben Poulsen, Dick Jonas, Sharon Polak, Trina Larsen, Linda Petersen, Diane Poulsen, Helen & Ken
Flones, Sheila Johnson, Joanne Hoornstra, Barbara & Scott
Christiansen, Bonnie Belasic, Jeri Scott, Karen Tyykila, Kathy Spatz.

WITH CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
• To Jerry & Judy Smith on the death of Jerry’s brother, Don Smith,
who passed away on October 3.
• To the family of Sharon Mathson, wife of the late Don Mathson,
who died on October 4, 1010.
• To Jamie VanDeLoo, Casey McIntosh, and their families on the death
of their grandfather, John “Jack” Hansen, on October 9, 2020.
• To Claranna and Mark Vytlacil on the death of Mark’s father, Robert,
on October 12, 2020.
• To the family of Kim Janicek on her death on October 18, 2020.
• To Ron and Diana Zicarelli, Jenna Zicarelli, & Marissa & Cody Bastian,
and Candy Zicarelli and her family, on the death of Ron’s mother, Rose,
on October 18, 2020.

CELEBRATING HOLY BAPTISM
• Aria Evangeline, daughter of Morgan and Megan Hagen, on October 7, 2020.
• Arthur Jay, son of Scot and Sara Anderson, on October 11, 2020.
• Owen William, son of Brandon and Rochelle Boerner, on October
28, 2020.

CONGRATULATIONS!
• To Kim Mycon and Tim Barnett who were united in marriage on
September 26, 2020.
• To Linnea Braaten and Sammy Realon who were united in marriage on October 9, 2020.
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November 1
Bonnie Belasic
Chris Meader
Christina Kovacs
November 2
Linda Lehrmann
Matthew Droster
November 3
Tracy Frederiksen
Olivia Garner
Jim Kusters
November 5
Robb Luehr
Chris Nielsen
Julie Reynolds
Jamie Schacht
Martin Comstock
November 7
Rod Gordon
November 8
Kari Gordon
Pastor Beth Ann
Stone
November 9
Bob Mausing
Becky Thorn
Matt Kaesermann
November 10
Nick Christensen
Heidi Voelz

November 12
Vera Hills
Dan Smith
Tina Ketterhagen
Julie Hansen
Vern Svendsen
November 13
Kimberly Johnson
JoAnne Jensen
Frank Santalucia
Savannah Larsen
November 14
Karen Tenuta
Luke Comstock
November 15
Steven Voelz
November 16
Joanne Hoornstra
November 18
Laura Olson
November 19
Wayne Thompson
November 20
Christine Miller
November 21
Brad Lee
November 23
Bob Peck
Kris Hansen
Elizabeth VanPatten

November 24
Patty Svendsen
Sally Vlasak
Gwen Lutz
November 25
Julie Lang
Nichole Watts
November 26
Jane Seiter
Julie Sego
November 27
Nancy Sander
Chuck Svoboda
Suzanne Santalucia
November 28
Jeanine Hays
Joe Gleason
Susan Bakken
November 29
Rick Klinkhammer
Stephanie Buchanan
Penny Mycon
Bonnie Christensen
Lori Cottingham
Marie Persinger
November 30
Kevin Rattle

Blessings

on your birthday!
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1700 S. Green Bay Road Racine
WI 53406
Phone: 262.634.6704

Staff
Beth Ann L. Stone (bastone@mplc.us)
Senior Pastor
Krista Zimmerman (kzimmerman@mplc.us)
Pastor
Chip Lutz (vicarchip@mplc.us)
Vicar
Eduardo García-Novelli (egarcianovelli@carthage.edu)
Sr. Choir Director
Michael Becker (michael@mplc.us)
Organist
Sue Cawley
Assistant Organist
Greg Schroeder (gschroeder89@gmail.com)
Bell Choir Director
Holly Hess (hollyhess@wi.rr.com)
Director of Faith & Life
Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us)
Dir. Of Parish Services
Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us)
Business Manager
Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us)
Director of Communications
Cindy Green
Meal Coordinator/Sexton
Rick Sill
Sexton
Jasmine Cherry
Nursery

Congregation Council
David Santalucia (dsantalu@alumni.iu.edu)
Chris Ryshkus (chris.ryshkus@gmail.com)

Yolanda Lewis (2 coyolewis@yahoo.com)
Tricia Randelzhofer (trandelzhofer@gmail.com)
Larry Berger (lwlkberger@gmail.com)
Kristi Barrett (kbarrett81@gmail.com)
Ed Jacobs (egjacobs@outlook.com)
Steve Ketterhagen (stketterhagen@gmail.com)
Dennis Martin (or nitramshell@wi.rr.com)
Erin Donaldson (den.donaldson@yahoo.com)
Carol Wiechers (cjh1210@aol.com )

President /
Vision
Vice President /
Welcome
Do Justice/
Secretary/Learn
Give /
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Learn
Property/
Welcome
Give/Safety
Worship &
Music
Do Justice
Serve

