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September 2020
Monthly Newsletter of Mt Pleasant Lutheran Church
Racine, Wisconsin

Live Stream Worship —on facebook live!
@spaceshipchurch OR, on the Home Page of
our website: https://spaceshipchurch.org
Sundays at 8:25 a.m.

Coffee Fellowship Time on Zoom
Sundays at 9:30—10 a.m. Zoom Link Here

MPLC Office Hours
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays, from 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
For other times, staff members are most easily reached by
email. Voicemail is checked daily. Our phone number is 262-634
-6704.

Our Website
https://spaceshipchurch.org

On facebook
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch

Virtual Offering Plate
Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of
MPLC in this challenging time. The most helpful way to
give your offering these days is online (click here for a
link), but we're also grateful for offerings mailed to the
church: 1700 South Green Bay Road, Racine, WI 53406.
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From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone
There are only so many ways to say WHAT A WEIRD TIME WE’RE
LIVING IN! As leaders we’ve got one eye on local health department data, watching for the numbers to fall to levels that indicate a more controlled spread of Covid in our community. (It’s looking promising lately,
by the way! Keep watching our weekly emails and Worship-at-Home
mailings [sent to those without email] for a starting date as soon as we
can announce one!)
We’ve got our other eye on reimagining ministry for the fall,
planning for ways to continue to worship, grow our faith, and serve others even while we practice physical distancing. For now, those will continue to be offered primarily online, in print, or in small groups while we
wait for conditions to allow for more. We’re excited by new things coming together for September and beyond:
• A new weekly devotional blog, “Space and Time: create space and
take time for God,” with posts written by our members and shared
on our website and Facebook page,
• New Cross Groups—a chance to meet weekly with a small group of
other members for four weeks starting later this month, meeting
online or outdoors (while the weather is nice!)…more details coming
soon!
• A new online Bible study led by Vicar Chip about parables found in
Luke’s Gospel, starting October 5.
• Drive—Through Ministry special event on Sunday, September 13…
see article on page 4!
And September will see the return of some new and old favorites:
• Midweek Evening Devotions led by members of our staff on
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM on our Facebook page,
• Bell Choir rehearsals led by director Greg Schroeder, with physical
distancing in the sanctuary,
-continued-
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•

Confirmation program starts up again in a new format, with online
teaching and small groups,
• Takeout Sunday School boxes will be available for families to help
build their faith at home.
And if you haven’t found it yet, look for our new Sermon Podcast
now on our website, or subscribe to it in your podcast app. Our sermons
were downloaded 80 times in July, and 102 so far in August! There’s also a phone number you can call to listen to each sermon (857-3857422) if you’re not on the Internet. This is one innovation we’re grateful
this strange time has led us to provide!
There is plenty we’re missing that we usually look for at this time
of year…the kickoff of Sunday school classes and adult education programs, the sounds of the Senior Choir enriching our worship, Coffee
Hour with our world-famous coffee, and more…to say nothing of football! Even while those things are delayed, I hope we might also discover
what God is making possible for us in new and surprising ways. May this
be a season of growing in faith for all of us who look to Jesus as Lord.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Beth Ann

Coming in October...Bible Study with Vicar Chip

No Politics or Pandemic!
Just Parables!
Join us on Mondays in October at 7 pm for a discussion on some of
Luke’s parables, via ZOOM with Vicar Chip. Did you know that Luke has
parables that are unique to just that Gospel? We won’t hit them all but
we will take on one per week! Email Vicar Chip to get on the list at
vicarchip@mplc.us. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to delve into
God’s word and spend some time together. We begin October 5th and
end November 2nd.

SEPTEMBER 2020—Page 4

DRIVE-THROUGH MINISTRY EVENT!
Sunday, September 13, 9:30—11 AM
We hope to see you at the “spaceship church” parking lot
for a special event on Sunday, September 13, following our online
service. Drive-Through Ministry! From 9:30 AM to 11 AM, enter
the church parking lot from S. Green Bay Rd, and follow the signs
to drive through ministry stations like these:
• “Curbside” Communion—receive communion on the spot from
one of our pastors, or pick up a “carry out” kit to share communion with others at home.
• Borrow a Hymnal—for those who like to sing at home or to use
one to worship on your own. We trust you to return it later!
• Pick up a Takeout Sunday School box designed for families with
elementary school kids. Sign up here to make sure there’s a kit
ready for you!
• Drop off Donations for the Holy Communion Food Pantry or
LWR Health Kits. (See related article on P.7 for items needed.)
• Aluminum Can Collection for recycling, with proceeds benefiting our Youth Ministries. (details on P.6)
• Pick up a quarterly Devotional booklet (while supplies last).
• Free gift—while supplies last! Receive a special gift when you
drive through—a quality face mask with our church logo imprint! (Anyone in need of additional masks can pick up some
without imprints, too.)
We look forward to seeing you pass by our way for this special
event—come out and say hello!
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Parents’ Happy (?) Hour!
Friday, September 18, 5:30 pm on Zoom
Parents, this school year…oy! You got this! But just in case you need to
vent, Pastor Beth Ann invites you to meet her on Zoom on Friday, September 18, from 5:30 – 6:30 PM. How are you making things work?
What would you like to ask a Genie for if you could have a wish come
true? What are you learning about yourself or your kids through all this?
Hop on with Pastor Beth Ann and tell her all about it. Join Zoom
Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87293312340 Passcode: argh!

Confirmation and Sunday School News
From Pastor Krista Zimmerman

Cafeteria Confirmation begins September 16—
Online!
Pastor Krista is excited to launch online confirmation on September 16! She and other pastors and youth ministers from around the
ELCA have been working on a video and discussion based confirmation
program for such a time as this. These fun videos featuring our favorite
foods, aim to inspire resilient faith.
Weekly videos are intended to be done with a parent or another
influential adult at a time that works for them. Then, small groups of
peers will meet to check in and reflect on the lesson together. Small
groups can agree upon a time to meet, weekly, with their adult guide
via a video conferencing platform. It will promote discussion and have
fun faith practices to try!
The intention is that our confirmation program can be a safe,
flexible, cross-generational way to help students and parents reflect
their faith during this unusual time. Your prayers are appreciated as we
grow in faith together in this new format!
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Sunday School
The pandemic has necessitated that we re-evaluate how we do
so many things. Sunday school is one of those things. At this time, we
are postponing the start of Sunday School until January 2021. While we
know that Sunday school is important for our children and families, we
also realize the many stresses and pressures this time has placed on our
families. This is what we ARE doing right now to pave the way for Sunday School and keep our families growing in faith:
1. We will have a monthly “Take Out Sunday School” box filled with
faith based activities for families with young children to do together.
We did this in July and it was a big hit!
2. We will recommend faith development resources for families in future emails and newsletters.
3. We have a task force of Sunday school teachers and parents looking
to refine the “how and why” of Sunday school at MPLC.
We are taking a hiatus from Sunday school for these and other reasons.
We will come back with what we hope to be a clearer vision for why and
how we do Sunday School. We also hope that by January, it will be easier to safely gather in our Sunday School rooms. If you have any questions, reach out to Pastor Krista.

CAN You Help?
We’re looking for someone with a truck to help
collect cans on Sunday, September 13 from 9:30 - 11:00
am in the church parking lot. People will put their
bagged beverage cans in your truck, then you will take
them to the recycling center and bring the cash back to the church. All
proceeds benefit youth missions! Contact Pastor Krista if you CAN help!
Thank you to Karen Martin for taking care of the cans for such a
long time! You have helped us raise a lot of money for our youth!
Note: We will ONLY be collecting cans at quarterly drop off
dates/times. Thank you for saving your cans for us!
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American Red Cross Blood Drive at MPLC
Hurry! Only a few more appointments remain!
Friday, September 4, 1—6 p.m.
CLICK HERE to schedule an appointment.
OR CALL: 1-800-RED-CROSS
Thank you!

Mark Your Calendars! And Meet Vicar Chip in the
MPLC Parking Lot with your Donations!
Read more below…

Collection deadline for LWR Health Kit Items is
September 23
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Lutheran World Relief Mask Making
Lutheran World Relief set out a challenge to make 75,000 cloth masks
for those in need around the world and they met that goal in record
time! Now they are asking for 75,000 MORE cloth masks. Can you help?
Click here for more information!
You can bring them to church by Thursday, September 17 and we will
ship them together! Thank you!

Project Saturdays—on Zoom!
Monthly Friday Project Nights, normally in the MPLC Fellowship Hall,
have now become every-other-week Project Days on Saturday afternoons in the MPLC Zoom Room. We work from home on individual projects like scrapbooking, sewing, knitting, etc.; all while visiting with each
other on Zoom! We will meet on Saturdays; September 5 & 19 beginning at 1:30. If you are interested in joining or would like more information about Project Day, feel free to contact Karen Magee—she’ll send
you the zoom link. kmagee989@gmail.com
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MPLC SCRIP…make mission happen!
SCRIP card sales have been furthering mission work of our youth
for many years now! Though the church doors are not open for inperson sales on the weekends, you can still support MPLC through SCRIP
Online!
SCRIP is a gift card program where non-profit organizations earn
a rebate from retailers, for each gift card sold. You, the consumer, will
get the full value of the card purchased, while church will receive a rebate from the retailer.
SCRIP customers—established or new, we encourage you to support SCRIP by ordering online!
ScripNow! And MyScripWallet/Presto Pay are easy ways to order. Find directions for setting up your account below.

Directions for setting up an online SCRIP Account
It only takes a few minutes to get started. Here’s how:
1. Go to ShopWithScrip.com and select Join a Program. Or on your
phone, go to MyScripWallet.com and choose Create an Account.
2. You’ll be asked for an Enrollment Code. We are NOT publishing the
code online. Email Julie Rossman and ask for the SCRIP code, and she’ll
send it to you.
3. Fill in the enrollment form to finish setting up your account.
4. Register your phone for two-step verification.
5. Once your account is set up, you will have the option to link a bank
account to easily pay using your checking or savings account. Or you can
use a credit card by entering your card information at checkout.
6. Now you’re ready to shop and help our youth mission earn online.
7. Questions? Please email Julie Rossman
Watch our Website for a new SCRIP page—coming soon! There, you’ll
find resources, including lists of available e-cards and re-loadable cards
available. The page will also keep you posted on what we’ve earned
from our rebates.

If you’re not a SCRIP customer yet, please give it a try!
MAKE MISSION HAPPEN!
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OPEN TABLE UPDATE
We are sorry that we continue to be unable to offer our Open Table
ministry to the community that has come to love it. There will be no
meal in September. We will continue to evaluate the meal on a monthly
basis. Thank you for your continuing support for this ministry.

Racine ELCA Cluster Community Meal
at Living Faith Lutheran Church

The next date for MPLC is October 11. Please watch your weekly emails
for details on donating and/or volunteering for this meal. Thank you!
Vicar Chip
Lutz, left, and
the August 15
meal crew,
made up of
the Cunningham family.

Attention! Thrivent Members….READ THIS! (please)
During these unprecedented, challenging times, it’s obvious
there is great need in our community and throughout the world.
Thrivent members can make a direct positive impact for others in their
own community, with an Action Team Grant.
All Thrivent Financial members are eligible for up to TWO Action
Team Grants per year, in the amount of up to $250 each. The grants
must be used for taking action to help in your community. MPLC staff
have lots of ideas for projects—are you willing to apply for a grant/s?
Do you have any project ideas? Let’s work together!
The online application, found at www.thrivent.com takes about
10 minutes to complete. If you are willing to apply, or have questions,
contact Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us).
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School Supply Collection Update
The August 5 school
supply collection for Do
Good Wisconsin was
wonderful! Thanks to
all who dropped off
school supplies and/or
food pantry items in
our parking lot on the
5th. Pastor Krista is
pictured with Brian
Herbst, of Do Good
Wisconsin, as she drops
off a trunk full of school
supplies.
God’s Work.
Our Hands.

Make Music with your Hands!
How can you make music, keep physically
distanced from others, and glorify God this
fall? By playing handbells! Our Bell Choir
will soon resume rehearsals under director Greg Schroeder, taking recommended precautions for doing so safely…players separated by 6 feet,
wearing masks, and keeping practice times short. Also, a general
knowledge of music notation and reading is recommended. Would you
like to join them? Please contact Greg at gschroeder89@gmail.com.
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Do Justice Ministry Team Update
From Holly Hess, Director of Serving Ministries
One of the things that came out of the 2019 ELCA Churchwide
Assembly was an invitation to take the following pledge: “I commit to
study, prayer and action to become an anti-racist individual in an antiracist church.” This pledge raises many questions for people of faith to
ask ourselves: What does it mean to be anti-racist? How is that different
than saying, “I’m not racist”? How does the culture of our congregation
welcome people of all races? Am I aware of the racial divides in my
community? Am I, and is my church, serving as a bridge and not a barrier to all people?
These are the questions the Do Justice Ministry Team is considering as we have been meeting virtually this summer. They are not easy
questions and the answers are complex. Looking at ourselves and our
biases is challenging but it is what Jesus, who calls for justice, asks of his
people.
So, how can you get involved?
• Be engaged! If you are interested in the work of the Do Justice Ministry Team, please contact the church office and express your interest in being added to the mailing list.
•

Be Open to Learning! The Greater Milwaukee Synod has two upcoming opportunities for anti-racism training. These events will be
held virtually. Some scholarship money is available for members
wanting to participate. The information is listed on the following
page. If you are interested in a scholarship or in participating in the
training, please contact Director of Serving Ministries Holly Hess at
hollyhess@wi.rr.com.

•

Be Prayerful! Pray that healing and unity between all people be possible in our communities and in our world.

-continued-
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Learning & Telling the Story:
Deconstructing Racism
A Workshop for Congregation Teams and Individuals
October 16, 17 & 23, 2020
This workshop is designed for congregation teams and individuals who
want to deepen their understanding of racism and the part we all play in
upholding and maintaining the system. The workshop will be grounded
in the stories of participants, stories of the Bible, and stories of history.
We will examine the construction and meaning of racism, provide tools
to understand our own place within systems of oppression, and identify
steps and opportunities to grow in both understanding and action.
Facilitated by Rev. Marilyn Miller and Dr. Joyce Caldwell
Friday, October 16, 2020 – 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Saturday, October 17, 2020 – 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Friday, October 23, 2020 – 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm
This event will take place remotely via Zoom over three days. Participants must attend all three sessions. You will need a computer, tablet,
or phone with a camera in order to participate.
Registration Fee: $65 includes materials. Scholarship assistance available upon request (fee does not cover the entire cost). Participation in
the entire training is required.
The second training dates for this workshop are:
Wednesday, November 11, 2020 – 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Monday, November 16, 2020 – 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Wednesday, November 18, 2020 – 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Monday, November 23, 2020 – 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm

Those interested in attending the training should contact Holly Hess,
Director of Serving Ministries: hollyhess@wi.rr.com
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Communion and Connecting on September 1
SIGN UP HERE
Or call the church office at 262-634-6704

A Book in a Zoom Room!

Book Discussion with Holly Hess
Thursday, September 3 at 6:30 p.m.
This time we’ll be discussing the book: Bad Girls of the
Bible by Liz Curtis Higgs. Zoom information will be
emailed to you just prior to September 3. Please sign up
here to get the Zoom information. Or call the church
office at 262-634-6704.
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A ray of sunshine,
from the MPLC
gardens!
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Office Hours at MPLC
Our church office is staffed
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Please wear a mask if you need to
enter the building, or a staff member will meet you at the door when
you ring the bell.
During other times, the most efficient way to reach staff is by email.
Church voicemail is checked, however email is preferred. You can
find staff email addresses on the
last page of this newsletter.
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h t t p s : //s p a c e s h i p c h u r c h . o r g
What’s new on our Website?


The Sermon Podcast is back!
And it’s better than ever! Click HERE to visit the Podcast page on
our website. Listen from the website OR, subscribe to it from
your favorite platform—like iTunes, Spotify and more.

NO COMPUTER? No Problem!
From your telephone, dial 857-385-7422, to listen to the latest
sermon podcast from your phone.


The ‘Space and Time blog: Create Space, Take Time, for God’
A new blog is coming September 9! See more on page 8.

Other Important Website features:


Connect Card!
Found on our home page. Visitors can complete a simple
online form to help them connect with us.



Watch Live Worship from our Home Page
Log on to our website on Sunday mornings at 8:25 to view
worship from the website.



Online Church Links
This page features links to past Facebook live events, links to
other online church resources, and a schedule of upcoming
online events



Calendar
This tab on the homepage will take you right to a calendar view
of events. By clicking on an event, you’ll get a link to that event.

Don’t forget to find/follow/like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch
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Our sympathies and prayers go to the family and
friends of Roland “Rollie” Weiss, who passed away on
August 18. Rollie was a longtime member or MPLC.

Please keep the following in your prayers:
Ross Larson, Ray Nellis, Ben Poulsen, Dick Jonas, Sharon Polak, Trina Larsen, Julie Sego, Linda Peterson, Diane Poulson,
Helen Flones, Ken Flones, Dan Johnson, Audrey Enright, Sheila Johnson, JoAnn Hoornstra.

Newsletter Deadline—September 20
If you have a submission for the October Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter, please mark your calendars for Sunday, September 20. Please
email your articles by the end of the day on the 20th, to Julie
Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!
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September 1
Dave Cecchini
Karen Larsen
Jennie Jaquish
September 2
Natalie Braun
September 3
Laura Luehr
Jan Palenik
September 4
Larry Seaberg
Morgan Hagen
September 5
Jon Goldsworthy
Richard Stearns
September 6
Bob Pulda
Kristina Randelzhofer
Karen Anderson
Christopher Cimbalnik
September 7
Kevin Bixler
Leora Diana Bachelder
September 8
Larry Berger
Max Pulda
Melissa Schroeder
September 9
Matt Martin
Diane Poulsen
September 10
Brian Reynolds
Heidi Lawerenz
Manny Pedrosa
Eric Wittkowske
September 11
Sue Weishoff

September 12
Ann Reynolds
Doug Seeger
September 13
Geri Yates
Lynn Landish
September 14
Bea Olsen
Henry Richter
Sarah Aiello
September 15
Liz Kravig
September 16
Dee Craft
September 17
Sandy Lyden
Jean Ferraro
September 18
Tim Graves
LaValle Madsen
Connie Mallwitz
Kathy Moen
September 19
Dennis Basley
Bruce Jensen
Robyn Kolesar
John Hart
Ben Rossman
Laura Svatek
September 20
Kathy Kaesermann
Mary Schinker
September 21
Scott Swartz

September 22
Nancy Clausen
September 23
Jenniefer Fish
September 24
Donna Braaten
Dianna Zicarelli
Cheryl Maraccini
Dave Larsen
Jenni Stuebe
September 25
Earle Pfefferkorn
September 26
Robert Gilkerson
September 27
Jon Main
Dan Hiatt
September 28
Lisa Hansen
Debbie Jankowski
Theo Abrahamson
September 29
Norn Hermann
Carolyn VanBeckum
Bill Mahoney
September 30
Mary Stoewe
Marianne LaCanne

Blessings

on your birthday!
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1700 S. Green Bay Road
Racine WI 53406
Phone: 262.634.6704

spaceshipchurch.org
Staff
Beth Ann L. Stone (bastone@mplc.us)
Senior Pastor
Krista Zimmerman (kzimmerman@mplc.us)
Pastor
Chip Lutz (vicarchip@mplc.us)
Vicar
Eduardo García-Novelli (egarcianovelli@carthage.edu)
Sr. Choir Director
Michael Becker (michael@mplc.us)
Organist
Sue Cawley
Assistant Organist
Greg Schroeder (gschroeder89@gmail.com)
Bell Choir Director
Holly Hess (hollyhess@wi.rr.com)
Director of Faith & Life
Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us)
Dir. Of Parish Services
Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us)
Business Manager
Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us)
Director of Communications
Cindy Green
Meal Coordinator/Sexton
Rick Sill
Sexton
Jasmine Cherry
Nursery

Congregation Council
David Santalucia (dsantalu@alumni.iu.edu)
Chris Ryshkus (chris.ryshkus@gmail.com)
Yolanda Lewis (coyolewis@yahoo.com)
Tricia Randelzhofer (trandelzhofer@gmail.com)

Larry Berger (lwlkberger@gmail.com)
Kristi Barrett (kbarrett81@gmail.com)
Ed Jacobs (egjacobs@outlook.com)
Steve Ketterhagen (stketterhagen@gmail.com)
Dennis Martin (or nitramshell@wi.rr.com)
Erin Donaldson (den.donaldson@yahoo.com)
Joanne Swartz (joannefswartz@gmail.com)
Carol Wiechers (cjh1210@aol.com )

President /
Vision
Vice President /
Welcome
Do Justice/
Secretary/Learn
Give /
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Learn
Property/
Welcome
Give/Safety
Worship &
Music
Do Justice
Care
Serve

