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JUNE 2020
Monthly Newsletter of Mt Pleasant Lutheran Church
Racine, Wisconsin
Online Worship —on facebook live!
@spaceshipchurch
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. (until further notice)

Wednesday Evening Devotions—on Facebook
live @spaceshipchurch
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.—watch it live, or watch it later

NEW—Limited MPLC Office Hours!
Tuesdays and Thursdays only, from 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
Details on page 12.
For other times, staff members are available by email and
phone—voicemail is checked regularly. Our phone number is
262-634-6704.

Our Website
spaceshipchurch.org

On facebook
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch

Virtual Offering Plate
Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of
MPLC in this challenging time. The most helpful way to
give your offering these days is online (click here for a
link), but we're also grateful for offerings mailed to the
church: 1700 South Green Bay Road, Racine, WI 53406.
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From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone
Grace and peace to you in Christ! This past week I’ve read a number of
articles about possible upcoming changes to what we’ve “always”
known…”The future of dining: shorter menus, pricier food, less service”,
“How the pandemic is changing shopping”, “Colleges plan fall opening,
but campuses won’t look the same”, and this story on new CDC guidelines for returning to school in the fall. It all seems surreal, especially laid
next to videos of Memorial Day fun-seekers crowded into venues
around the country. Are we on the brink of further disaster or on the
slope of recovery?
Everyone would like to know what’s going to happen next. Will we have
another surge related to relaxed orders on public gatherings? Is all of
this “hype” about limiting exposure going to turn out to be overkill?
Does warmer weather make the virus less viable or make people take
more risks? Are the numbers going up or down?

No one knows all the answers, and the answers we think we know keep
shifting. Last week the CDC updated its findings to say that the virus is
“spreading very easily and sustainably between people”, but transmission from touching an object with the virus on it is “not thought to be
the main way the virus spreads”. Researchers are gathering information
and drawing new conclusions all the time about virus spread, treatment,
and prevention. What’s known today may be supplanted by new information tomorrow.
By now I hope you’ve received my letter/email headlined “Before We
Worship” with a link to a survey for our congregation’s members. Thank
you to the nearly 150 of you who have responded so far online. We look
for the return of “snail-mailed” survey responses by US Mail this week.
Our Council will use the information you share to help us as we discern
next steps.
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In my letter I shared a description of what an in-person worship service
at MPLC might look like given the current recommendations to prevent
the spread of this virus. It certainly doesn’t sound like worship as we
know it, missing most (if not all) of the things many of us value most in
gathering together. I know this, too, and would like nothing better than
to say such changes aren’t necessary. However, I have zero expertise to
make such a call. It’s not a matter of faith or desire or preference but of
health. My thing is theology, not epidemiology, so for the latter I have to
trust the experts.
In the last week, I’ve also read about some churches in various places
resuming in-person worship, most with virus precautions in place. A few
have returned only to cease again after an outbreak happened despite
precautions (see here, here, and here). What’s the difference between
those congregations and those who have not had an outbreak of the virus? I don’t know. If we knew the answers there would be no more outbreaks in congregations.
What does this mean long-term? See “No one knows all the answers”
above. I trust that there will be an “after” to what we’re living through
today. I trust that there will be alterations made to current recommendations for worship based on emerging data that could make such inperson worship seem less foreign to us. I think that some people will return for worship in-person before it's wise for them to do so, and others
will stay away even after it’s “safe” for them to do so. I trust that Christ
is present in our struggles, in our deep hunger for community, and in
every action we take for the sake of our neighbor.
We will let you know as soon as we have any updates to share. For now,
our staff is working hard to offer the best resources we can offer for
online and at-home worship, with the goal of expanding to offer more
online and mail-able bible studies, small groups, and classes. Knowing
that visitors, current and former members, and curious not-yetChristians are discovering Christ through what we share makes it all the
more important to continue this vital mission work even in unfamiliar
ways. Thank you for your prayers and your support for God’s mission at
MPLC! We will get through this, together in spirit!
Peace in Christ, Pastor Beth Ann
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From Vicar Chip Lutz
Hello, Friends!
I’m excited to be making the transition from fellow congregant to
starting my internship for seminary with MPLC this month! And, although my internship doesn’t actually begin (officially) until June 15th,
I’ve already been working with our Pastors and staff during our time in
quarantine and have learned a lot.
The program that I will be starting at Luther Seminary is an accelerated
MDiv program which has me going to school and simultaneously working in the church as an intern for two years. We start classes on the 5th.
Originally, we were to meet in person for two weeks but we will be all
online until the fog lifts around the pandemic and we can be assured
that everyone can meet safely. The stack of books that I have for the
first term scared me at first (it’s not easy going back to school—or
changing vocations) in your 50’s but, with God’s help (and yours), I’ll get
through.
This term looks like a great learning experience with classes in theology,
Christian Public Leadership, The Gospel of Luke, and a deep dive into
the Old Testament.
Thanks so much for your support during this transition. It has been
amazing so far and I look forward to many more great things to come.
Vicar Chip
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ONLINE WORSHIP Notes...
Lectors Wanted for Online Worship
Do you have the means to video record yourself reading a scripture
reading aloud? We’re moving into the next stage of online worship services, and are about to add video of members sharing the readings. All
you need is a cell phone video, and with prerecording you’re free to do
multiple “takes” until you get the one you’re happy with! We know of
several options for getting your videos to us, depending on your setup. If
you’re up for the challenge, please send an email to Becky Litwin
(blitwin@mplc.us) or leave her a message at the church office. Thanks!

Pentecost Worship with the Greater Milwaukee Synod
Sunday, May 31
Our online worship service will be brought to us this Sunday, May 31st,
by the staff of our Greater Milwaukee Synod for Pentecost, a day the
church remembers for the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the first apostles. The “birth of the Church” is a fine occasion to celebrate with our
sisters and brothers in area ELCA congregations, and the sermon will be
shared by our synod bishop, Paul Erickson. Tune in to our Facebook
page for the worship premiere at 8:25 AM this Sunday, or find it on the
homepage of our website!

https://spaceshipchurch.org/worship/online-church-links/
Please visit this page on our website for all information/links relating to
online programming via Facebook and Zoom. You’ll find links to past
live events, as well as a schedule and links for upcoming events. There’s
also information and links for helping different organizations in our
community. Please take a look!
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Devotions for you in June!
We are offering several ways to connect with God outside of
Sunday services this month:
• On Wednesdays at 6:30 PM, a staff member offers a brief, live
time of devotions on our Facebook page. Leaders on Wednesdays
through July 1 are: Michael Becker, Pastor Krista, Holly Hess, Vicar
Chip Lutz, and Pastor Beth Ann.
• Our “Dial-a-Devotion” recordings are updated on
Wednesdays each week by one of our pastors. To hear the
message, call the church office (262-634-6704) and press 113
for the extension. There is a brief pause before the message begins.
• Remaining copies of the Word in Season quarterly devotional
booklets (and the Living Lutheran magazine) are available for you to
pick up anytime from a plastic bin by the front door of the church.
Please help yourself!
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Enjoy the MPLC Labyrinth this Summer
During the May 20 Wednesday Evening Devotions on Facebook, Holly
Hess spoke about Labyrinths and how walking through them can help to
bring calm and peace, and to center us. If you haven't already, you’re
invited to watch the video to learn more. Our labyrinth is always open!
All are welcome to enjoy it, and the surrounding beautiful gardens, at
any time. Here's a link to the video: https://www.facebook.com/
spaceshipchurch/videos/718803672255069/ . For more information
about our Labyrinth, visit this page on our website.
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Thanks to the Senior Choir and the Bell Choir
It was an abbreviated season of music for our music ensembles at
MPLC, but we’re grateful for all their rehearsing and enhancing our worship life together! Thanks to all our choir members and bell choir members for sharing your gifts, to their directors, Eduardo Garcia-Novelli and
Greg Schroeder, and to choir accompanist, Michael Becker. Cheers!

The MPLC Senior Bell Choir, earlier this year

The MPLC Senior Choir
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With heartfelt thanks to all of our Sunday School Teachers, Substitutes, Superintendents and Confirmation Guides, for guiding and
teaching our young people during the school year!

Sunday School
Little Lambs—Kathy Kaesermann
3 yr olds – Kim Haigh,
Becky Litwin
4 yr olds – Alex & Chris Dollar
Kindergarten – Candy Zicarelli,
Jennifer Roushia
st
1 – Nate West
2nd – Christy Kolaske
3rd – Karen Kromm,
Amy McIntosh
4th – Becky Arndt, Kristi Barrett
5th – Diane Blackmon
6th – Chris Aho
7th – Casey McIntosh
8th – Tom Tuttle

Substitutes
Chris Ryshkus, Sue Cawley, Julie Hansen, Jenny Jarvis, Hal Kravig, Rita Lewis, Erin Shefky, Kelli Steenrod
Superintendents
Becca Cairns, Ryan Cairns, Gina Bartel,
Eric Bartel, Yolanda Lewis, Suzanne
Jordan
Confirmation Guides
6th – Becca Cairns, Sherry Coburn, Nate
West
7th – Christy Kolaske, Yolanda Lewis,
Chris Ryshkus, Ian Lang
8th – Nicole Cecchini, Scott Reske, Brian
Wolf
Subs – Rae Camacho, Sara Cherry, Rita
Lewis, Jean Richio, Carol Wiechers

OPEN TABLE UPDATE
We are sorry that we continue to be unable to offer our Open Table
ministry to the community that has come to love it. There will be no
meal in June. We will continue to evaluate the meal on a monthly basis.
Thank you for your continuing support for this ministry.

Racine ELCA Cluster Community Meal
at Living Faith Lutheran Church

Many thanks to all who donated food and who packed to-go
meals for the community meal on May 10 at Living Faith.
The remaining 2020 dates for MPLC are: June 14, August 16,
October 11. Stay tuned to see how you can get involved!
God’s Work. Our Hands!

JUNE 2020—Page 10

Food Pantry Collection Update—a perspective
from Vicar Chip!
You drive up, throw it in the trunk, it gets delivered and God’s work is
done. For me, it is a living example of “God’s work, our hands!” What I
am referring to is the food bank drop off that has been happening twice
a month in the MPLC parking lot. I am truly thankful for all the years
that I had to move myself (while in the Navy), so that I know how to
pack for maximum capacity, because the donations have been so great!
It’s been personally rewarding for me to be the conduit between your
generosity and those in need.
God’s work continues this month with food drop offs on the 3rd and
17th of June from 6—7 p.m. (this time I’m bringing my truck!). Thank
you for your continued support!
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” (Gal 6:10 NIV).

Here are current needs of the food pantry:
Pancake mix, Bar soap,
Spaghettios, Jelly, Side dishes,
Mac and cheese, Paper grocery
bags or reusable cloth bags (no
plastic bags).
For those who’d like to make a
monetary donation to the food
pantry, Vicar Chip will collect that
as well. Cash or checks - checks
must be made payable to “Food
Bank Holy Communion”
Thank you to All!

Vicar Chip DOES have great packing skills!
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Both the trunk and the
back seat of Vicar Chip’s
car were filled to capacity
in just an hour, at the May
20 parking lot food collection. The next collection for
the food pantry is June 3,
from 6—7 p.m.

Red Cross Blood Drive at Mount Pleasant Lutheran
Church, Friday, JUNE 12, 1—6 p.m.
I am so proud that we are having a Red Cross Blood Drive at
MPLC! Now we typically do have two drives per year. And this one has
been scheduled since January. However, it’s even more important for
us to have a blood drive now because of the pandemic. Not only are
blood donors constantly needed, but many blood drives had to be cancelled due to closed businesses or schools. So, it’s even more important. And people are responding in droves! As I’m writing this, we
have 46 out of 47 appointment times filled! That’s after 11 more donation slots were added 2 weeks ago! People are willing and ready to donate! The Red Cross has put many extra precautions in place. For example, no donated baked goods (usually a perk of church blood drives!)
everyone must wear a mask, everyone gets their temperature taken at
the door, extra sanitizing. People will need to check in and wait in their
cars. And the church is taking extra precautions too. The Fellowship
Hall and narthex will be cleaned the day before the drive. Though we
can’t worship in the building right now, it’s great to be able to serve the
community in this way. May God bless all the donors, staff and volunteers as they do this important, life saving work.
Pastor Krista
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New Office Hours at MPLC
As we ease into a new normal, the church office will now be staffed
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. If you need to drop
off your offering, or have other reasons you might need to come to
church, please come only during these posted times. Please wear a
mask if you need to enter the building, or a staff member will meet you
at the door when you ring the bell.

Church Directory PDF Coming Soon!
For the past year, our staff has been working on gathering photos and getting members logged into Realm with the goal of providing a
church directory to those who want one. We are getting close to providing that directory in the form of a digital PDF, sent by email to those
who have participated by submitting/uploading a photo or having it taken at church. If you would like a copy of the directory PDF, you must
have a profile photo in Realm. The deadline to submit your picture is
JUNE 15. If you have not yet logged in to Realm, and need assistance,
please email Stephanie Buchanan, and she will send you a special invitation email so you can login. If you need assistance uploading a photo to
Realm, email it to Stephanie and she can do it for you.
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50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY News—submitted by
Naomi Miller
Rich and Naomi Miller will celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary
on June 13. They met on a blind date in Philadelphia introduced by their college roommates in August of 1968, engaged in December 1969, and married
on June 13, 1970 in Naomi’s home church in Dushore, PA. They moved to Racine in December 1972 for Rich to start his first engineering job at J.I.
Case. They have two children, Seth and Erin. Seth is married and has 4 daughters, and Erin is married and has 2 children.
They joined MPLC in February 1973 and have been very actively involved in many activities and service opportunities at church. Rich served on
the building committee for our current
building. Mostly you have seen them
in the Senior Choir and the Senior Bell
Choir.
They are hoping to have a
coffee hour celebration with our MPLC
family when gathering will be possible
again. Be a part of that event, and/or
catch more of their story via Rich’s Facebook page on June 13.

Happy 50th Anniversary, Rich & Naomi!

A Salute to the Class of 2020
Be sure to tune in to Online Worship on June 7 at
8:25 a.m. on Facebook Live, or on our website’s
home page. We will be honoring our graduating
high school seniors at the beginning of the service
with a special video. Don’t miss it!

Congratulations to all of our graduates!
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Our sympathies and prayers go to: John Berge on the
death of his wife, Lila, on April 29; to Jamie, Bob,
Audrey and Rachel Rauth on the death of Jamie’s father, Marty Vasek, on April 30; to Kevin and Barb Christiansen on the death of Kevin’s mother, Rita Christensen, on May 24.

Please keep the following in your prayers:
Ross Larson, Ray Nellis, Ben Poulsen, Dick Jonas, Sharon Polak, Barb Mains, Mark Zimmerman, Trina Larsen, Julie Sego,
Nancy Holtz, Danny Anderson, Rita Lewis, Linda Peterson, Jill
Makovsky, Diane Poulson.

Newsletter Deadline—JUNE 21
If you have a submission for the July Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter,
please mark your calendars for Sunday, June 21. Please email your
articles by the end of the day on the 21st, to Julie Rossman
(jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!

The Central Racine County Health Department has assembled a suicide
prevention work group in an effort to address suicide in our community.
In studying a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report, they
found a proven strategy for suicide prevention is to promote and disperse existing crisis hotlines. The MPLC Care Team is asking for your help
by making sure this information
gets to those who need it the
most.
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June 1
Lisa Franklin
Ron Zicarelli
Pat Francis
June 2
Sue Goldsworthy
Eric Simonich
June 3
Rob Jankowski
Sherry Stillman
Debbie Worden
June 4
Marion Osenga
June 5
Jamie VanDeLoo
June 6
Tom Johnson
Paul Pruessing
Brian Keller
Jon Svatek
June 7
Janet Hermann
David Santalucia
June 8
Ron Schulz
Rob Zurawski
June 9
Dorothyann Bing-Kowbel
June 10
Joe Miller
Janet Winter
June 11
Mike McFarland
Misty Otwaska

June 13
Dennis Ello
Kirsten Graves
Sharon Nyman
June 14
Randy Larsen
Amy Obernberger
June 15
Mike Erdmann
Bonnie Kisley
Brenda Booker
David Fanelli
Dennis Polak
June 16
Ryan Ujcich
June 17
Alex Dollar
June 18
Michele Brown
Jessy Haid
June 19
Steve Clark
Erin Donaldson
June 20
Matt Cecchini
June 21
Rosie Johnson
Ric Weiss
Anika Johnson

June 23
Darrel Schweissinger
June 25
Bill Coburn
John Choi
Kyle Stich
June 26
Carol Hogue
Joe Janicek
Cara Lewis
June 27
Penny Brown
Colin Lewis
Katie Kowbel
Nancy Jeffrey
June 29
Steve Anderson
Julie Gleason
June 30
Lori Cottingham
Rosemary Thompson

Blessings

on your birthday!

JUNE 2020—Page 16

1700 S. Green Bay Road
Racine WI 53406
Phone: 262.634.6704

spaceshipchurch.org
Staff
Beth Ann L. Stone (bastone@mplc.us)
Senior Pastor
Krista Zimmerman (kzimmerman@mplc.us)
Pastor
Chip Lutz (vicarchip@mplc.us)
Vicar
Eduardo García-Novelli (egarcianovelli@carthage.edu)
Sr. Choir Director
Michael Becker (michael@mplc.us)
Organist
Sue Cawley
Assistant Organist
Greg Schroeder (gschroeder89@gmail.com)
Bell Choir Director
Holly Hess (hollyhess@wi.rr.com)
Director of Faith & Life
Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us)
Dir. Of Parish Services
Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us)
Business Manager
Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us)
Director of Communications
Cindy Green
Meal Coordinator/Sexton
Rick Sill
Sexton
Jasmine Cherry
Nursery

Congregation Council
David Santalucia (dsantalu@alumni.iu.edu)
Chris Ryshkus

(chris.ryshkus@gmail.com)

Yolanda Lewis

(coyolewis@yahoo.com)

Tricia Randelzhofer
Larry Berger
Kristi Barrett
Ed Jacobs

(trandelzhofer@gmail.com)

(lwlkberger@gmail.com)
(kbarrett81@gmail.com)
(egjacobs@outlook.com)

Steve Ketterhagen (stketterhagen@gmail.com)
Dennis Martin
(nitramshell@wi.rr.com)
Erin Donaldson
Joanne Swartz
Carol Wiechers

(den.donaldson@yahoo.com)
(joannefswartz@gmail.com)
(cjh1210@aol.com )

President /
Vision
Vice President /
Welcome
Do Justice/
Secretary/Learn
Give /
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Learn
Property/
Welcome
Give/Safety
Worship &
Music
Do Justice
Care
Serve

