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From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone
I am grateful that MPLC continues to be a healthy, vibrant faith community, yet I’m also painfully aware that we don’t exist in a vacuum. The
culture all around us becomes increasingly polarized. More and more
people are separated by harsh words that blur the faces of our sisters
and brothers into the faceless stereotypes of our enemies. We can gradually stop listening to or even hearing the voices of those who see or
experience the world differently than we do. We’re tempted to allow
our opinions to become hardened by loud voices that would drown out
the doubts or questions or curiosity we might have nurtured in a quieter
environment. There’s little space left in the public sphere for thoughtful
conversation, honest sharing, and appreciation for difference. And yet,
as a congregation, we try to embody such a space.
At the beginning of a letter we know as the book of First Corinthians,
“Pastor” Paul wrote the following words to the church in Corinth as encouragement to a splintered community:
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there
be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same
mind and the same purpose. (1 Corinthians 1:10)
Paul’s letter is a lengthy appeal to divided believers to find their unity in
their shared baptism into Christ, in the power of the cross that forms
the church’s mission…to love God and serve the neighbor with the selfemptying, sacrificial love of Christ. It’s an important message not just for
God’s people in Corinth in the first century, but for every Christian community today.
As followers of Jesus, God calls us not just to love and serve ourselves
but also our neighbor. There’s the rub! There’s the “foolishness of the
cross” Paul also writes about in First Corinthians, that we, like Jesus,
might focus not on what we have but on what we can give away. In
practical terms, this takes real effort. We have to fight the human urge
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to be self-righteous and condemn our enemies, and instead discipline
ourselves to listen…humbly. We must consider what our neighbor
needs, too, when we make decisions, and work together for a world in
which all can have enough. And when we’re tempted to dismiss someone who thinks or acts or believes differently than us, we need to insist
on looking for the good in that person—to see in them someone Jesus
loved enough to die for—and not let anything else distract us from trying to love our neighbor as ourselves.
I believe in the power of Christ to transform people, communities, and
all of creation. Surely it can carry God’s people through the challenging
times facing our country and our world today. Thank you for sharing in
God’s mission here to continue to become more like Jesus, loving God
and loving all.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Beth Ann
Dear MPLC members and friends,
I wanted to let you know that Rebecca Cairns, our Director of
Youth Education and the smiling face of our Sunday School program,
has announced her resignation to pursue a new job opportunity. Becca’s last day on our staff will be February 9, but she and her family will
continue to be among us as members of MPLC. We are grateful to Becca for her ministry here, formerly as our church secretary and for the
past four and a half years in her current role. Her gifts for organization
and creativity have added much to our programs for children and youth,
and we give thanks to God for her leadership and service these past
seven years.
In a time of transition, it’s good to take a step back and evaluate
our current ministry needs before rushing to fill a vacated position. So
in the coming weeks Becca, our Learn Team, Sunday School leaders, and
I will be taking steps to make sure our ministries with children/youth
continue to be well supported after Becca has gone. And the Council
and I will inform the congregation when we’re ready to post and fill this
role on our staff. In the meantime, please join me in thanking Becca and
wishing her continued success in her next endeavor!
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Beth Ann
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2020 Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 9, 9:45 AM
You are invited to remain after the 8:30 service or come early before
the 11 AM service to take your part as a voting member of the congregation at our annual meeting, Sunday, February 9, in the sanctuary. All
confirmed, contributing church members are considered voting members. We will adopt a budget for 2020, elect new council members, hear
reports, and other business, concluding by 10:45 AM. The Annual Report of the Congregation for 2019 will be made available January 26,
2020. OR, you can link to it here .

January Council Meeting Highlights
The Congregation Council’s January meeting was a brief one held at the
end of a fellowship event on January 10 at the home of Ed and Teresa
Jacobs. The Council voted to finalize the proposed budget for 2020, to
recommend to the congregation at the annual meeting a contract for
the installation of a digital church sign, and to receive the report of the
treasurer for 2019 end-of-year accounting. The next Council meeting
will take place on Thursday, February 13 at 6:30 PM.

Last “Dwelling in the Word” will be February 4
Join Pastor Beth Ann on Tuesdays at 11 AM in the Fellowship Hall as we
gather around tables (and coffee!) and explore God’s Word together.
Our last meeting for this winter will be February 4.

Coffee Fellowship Time

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
All are welcome to join us on Sunday mornings for
coffee, treats and fellowship immediately following the
8:30 a.m. worship service. Our coffee is delicious! It’s fresh
roasted each week by member Curt Hubmann.
Fellowship Hall is located down two ramp levels from the sanctuary—just follow the crowd and join us!
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Sunday Adult Ed for February
Adult Education Speakers Forum gathers Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall after Coffee Fellowship (10 AM to 10:40 AM), featuring a
variety of topics and leaders. On January 12, we began a four-week series under the theme, “The Gift of Looking Ahead”. Following the Annual
Meeting on Feb. 12, Adult Forum resumes with a two-week class on
hospitality, “How to Win Friends and Influence Visitors.”
Jan. 26: Brian Langendorf, a Funeral Director for DraegerLangendorf Funeral Home, will share ways to assist your family
by pre-planning your own funeral service.
Feb. 2: JoAnn Goodyear and Lynne Besaw, MPLC members, will talk
about practices for “Swedish Death Cleaning”, a method for
downsizing and organizing for people over 50.
Feb. 9: Annual Congregational Meeting in the sanctuary.
Feb. 16: “How to Win Friends and Influence Visitors” Part 1, Pastor
Beth Ann and Holly Hess explore how influential all members can
be in greeting visitors among us, and the subtle ways we include
(or accidentally exclude) others.
Feb. 23: “How to Win Friends and Influence Visitors” Part 2, Holly
Hess and Pastor Beth Ann are back to explore the challenges of
being welcoming of all guests and walking with them while they
are with us.
If you missed Leann Dunn’s session on “Advanced Directives” on January 12, you can learn more about the topic and find an “Advanced Care
Planning Guide” here: https://www.aurorahealthcare.org/services/
advance-care-planning.
If you missed Cindy Halverson’s session on January 19 on faithful giving
and financial planning, you can find more resources on the topic here:
https://www.elca.org/Resources/ELCA-Foundation#Gift To ask Cindy
for help in sorting through the options, email her at Cynthia.Halverson@elca.org.

February 2020—Page 6

MPLC Directory Photo Opportunity
Sunday, February 23, 9:30—11:00 a.m.
We need more photos to make our online, and eventually, printed,
MPLC member directory complete!
If you have not uploaded your/family photo to your REALM profile, or if you haven’t had your picture taken at church for this purpose,
please plan on Sunday, February 23! Julie Rossman will be available in
the narthex from 9:30—11:00 a.m. to take your photo. You will receive a
free digital copy of the photo, and we will upload it to your REALM profile. NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED. Just come to the narthex, get in line,
and fill out a simple form.
We will not make a printed directory available until we have
greater participation. If you have not yet logged in to your REALM account online, please contact Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us)
and she will send you a link to get started.

Ash Wednesday Worship—February 26
Join us for Ash Wednesday Worship on February 26 at 11 AM or 6:30
PM. From Sundays and Seasons: “On Ash Wednesday we begin our fortyday journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance. Marking
our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the
earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly
marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to
return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ.
We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that
‘now is the day of salvation.’ Returning to our baptismal call, we more
intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.”

Holy Baptism at MPLC
Do you want to raise your child in the faith of Jesus Christ? Or do you, as
an adult, want to commit to a life of faith yourself through Holy Baptism?
Pastors Beth Ann and Krista are ready to walk with you (and your family)
as you explore a commitment to God’s baptismal promises and prepare
for this sacrament for you or your child. Please contact the church office
(262-634-6704) to set up a visit with one of the pastors and a tentative
date for a baptism during one of our weekend worship services. MPLC is
glad to welcome new life in Christ!
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The Central Racine County Health
Department has assembled a suicide
prevention work group in an effort
to address suicide in our community.
In studying a Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention report, they
found a proven strategy for suicide
prevention is to promote and disperse existing crisis hotlines. The MPLC
Care Team is asking for your help by making sure this information gets
to those who need it the most.

Care Team Lunch and Learn about Suicide
Prevention, Sunday, February 2, from noon-1:30 pm
As a Care Team made up of members of our congregation, we want to
reach out in love to those in any kind of need. We want to equip Christians in our church community to recognize the subtle warning signs
that someone may be considering suicide. Also to know what kind of
resources are available in our community. Please join us to hear from
our guest speaker, Kim Granger, whose son committed suicide. Chip
Lutz, a member of our congregation, will also be giving resources based
on his own research from a faith based perspective. Lunch catered by
Panera is included at no cost but please RSVP at spaceshipchurch.org
under “Quick Links” or by calling the church office at 634-6704.

Creating a Building Operator’s Manual
Ours is a unique church building, shaped by the hands of many people
along the way. We’re looking to preserve our collective knowledge of the
building’s ins and outs, systems, and quirks by creating a Building
“Operator’s Manual”. If you have had a hand in making this building what
it is today, please contact Ed Jacobs (egjacobs@outlook.com) to let him
know. Examples of information desired: plumbing, electrical/mechanical,
lighting, heating/cooling, and all systems management and controls;
building history, major repairs/improvements; additions of furniture, carpet replacement, artwork and the like; paint colors and dates of painting,
and any other information that would be helpful to be preserved for future “operators”. Thank you for sharing your knowledge!
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From Rebecca Cairns
Director of youth Education
As you have heard, February 9 will be my last
Sunday as the Director of Youth Education. It has been
an amazing almost 5 years in this role. I have truly enjoyed my time working with the youth and families at
Mt. Pleasant Lutheran Church. I wanted to take a moment to thank all of our volunteers over the years. It is your generosity
that allows these programs to continue, so THANK YOU! My family and I
look forward to stepping back and simply being members of the church.
We plan to stay here at Mt. Pleasant Lutheran to continue and grow in
faith. Change is never an easy thing and will be an adjustment after just
shy of 7 years on the MPLC staff. Thank you to our staff and pastors for
your support over the years, during this transition, and for all the laughs.
“Change is hard at first, messy in the middle and gorgeous at the end.”
God’s peace and blessings,
Becca Cairns

Pastor Krista’s Crazy Color Challenge
by Julie Rossman

A unique challenge presented to our
Sunday Church School Children last fall, provided for some great fun as the new year began at Pastor Krista Zimmerman’s expense! Pastor
Krista promised to dye her hair crazy colors, if
the children raised $715 in Sunday school offerings before Christmas. They did it, with a total
of $755 raised by December 25.
“I love it, it’s awesome!” exclaimed first
grader Aggie Cairns after seeing Pastor Krista’s new
colors for the first time. Other children chimed in “It’s good!...awesome!”
-continued-
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Seven-hundred-fifteen dollars is the amount needed to purchase
a family farm for the ELCA’s God’s Global Barnyard Program, which is the
organization MPLC has chosen to dedicate Sunday School offerings to for
the school year. And by a positive turn of fate, the $715 donation doubled, allowing them to buy two farms!
“I’m super proud of all of our kids for exceeding the goal!” said
Rebecca Cairns, MPLC’s Director of Youth Education. In the process, Rebecca said it was a good way to increase awareness of God’s Global
Barnyard amongst Sunday school families. As a result, she hopes parents
will continue to encourage kids to bring offerings each Sunday. “They
(God’s Global Barnyard) not only provide animals, but they also help educate families,” she said.
A family farm donation from God’s Global Barnyard helps a family in need break the cycle of hunger and poverty, and includes a cow, a
couple of goats, a dozen chicks, two pigs, farming tools, seeds and agricultural training.
MPLC member Yolanda Lewis works as a volunteer superintendent in the Sunday School office on Sunday mornings. She said that as
the weeks went on, kids would come to the office to check in and see if
they were going to make the goal.
“They wanted to make sure Pastor Krista would color her hair,”
Yolanda said.
-continued-

February 2020—Page 10

Did she ever. She went all out, with her favorite colors - dark purple at the roots and down the sides, fading into hot pink at the bottom.
“In November, I told my hairdresser I would likely need to color
my hair in January,” Pastor Krista said. “She helped me come up with the
idea.”
“And the fact that we could buy two farms made it really worth it
to me!” Pastor Krista added.
So just how did one farm turn in to two? Pastor Krista said that
throughout the fall, some adults from the congregation began checking
in with her to see how the kids were doing. A few of them told her they
would help out, if the kids didn’t make the goal. “It was nice that they
wanted to support the kids,” Pastor Krista said.
When it became apparent the kids would make their goal, Pastor
Krista got an idea...since she had about seven people who had said they
would help reach the original goal, she challenged them to buy a second
farm! Those donors obliged, giving between $75 - $200, which allowed
for the purchase of the second farm.
The whole idea came about during a program staff meeting last
fall. “Giving had been down,” Pastor Krista said of the Sunday school
offerings. “We wanted to do something to get the kids excited,” she
said.
It was Rebecca who suggested the hair color change to which
Pastor Krista said, “Sure, I’ll do that!”
Pastor Krista said reactions have been overwhelmingly positive.
“Especially when they find out I did an incentive for the kids,” she said.

Pastor Krista
poses with a
group of
MPLC
Sunday
School
Children in
early
January.
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Young Children in Church?
Look for our PRAYground!
New to our sanctuary space is a Prayground. Located just outside of the
cry room in the sanctuary is a quiet space for young children. There are
coloring sheets, books, and quiet toys. If your child/ren need something
to keep them occupied during worship, please feel free to use this
space. Be respectful and tidy up when you are done. Thank you and enjoy this quiet space. Great for children ages 3-7, but open to any child
that needs to keep their hands busy.

Confirmation Class continues February 5, 12 and 19. Then we will be
done for the year so that students and their families can attend Lenten
Midweek Service starting with Ash Wednesday on February 26.

Youth Quake!
Twenty-three of our middle school youth are off to Quake at the Wilderness Lodge in Wisconsin Dells, February 14-16. Thank you for supporting them through your donations at our bake sale in January!
Please pray for our youth and eight adults attending! That this would
be a time of growth in faith and fun with friends!
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Trivia Night and Soup Cook Off to benefit youth going to
Appalachia for a mission trip this summer!
Join us on Saturday, February 1, at 6:00 p.m. at church in Fellowship Hall. Come try soups and vote for your favorite ones!
Winner gets a prize and the title of top chef! Tickets are now on sale for
$10 per person at the SCRIP table. You can also buy tickets online here.
Ticket includes soup tastings, trivia and 3 voting tickets! The voting tickets will be used to vote on who has the best soup! Also, you can use
those tickets to enter to win a pair of Air Pods! More voting tickets will
be available for $1 a piece at the event. A dozen for $10. There will also
be baked goods for a free will donation! Snacks will be provided. You’re welcome to bring your own team of 4-8 people or get assigned to a team that night! Thank you Scott Reske for being our trivia
master! Join us for this fun fundraiser and fellowship event!

High School Sunday School
During the month of February, we will be discussing religions of the
world. Please join us from 9:45-10:45 every Sunday in the Youth Room!

•

Senior Choir: Anyone high school age and above is welcome to join
the senior choir at any time. Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings at
6:45 p.m. in the choir room. Questions? Talk to any of the choir
members, or contact our choir director, Dr. Eduardo Garcia-Novelli
at egarcianovelli@carthage.edu

•

Bell Choir: The senior bell choir meets Tuesday evenings at 6:30
p.m. For questions contact director Greg Schroeder at : gschroeder89@gmail.com

February 2020—Page 13

Annual Court Whist Event – Saturday, February 8
Join us Saturday, February 8, for the popular card game “Court
Whist.” This is a game that everyone -- beginner and “card sharks” -- can
enjoy. If you know how to play “War,” Hearts, Solitaire, or Crazy Eights,
you'll be able to master Court Whist. (This is an event that both singles
and couples will definitely enjoy!)
We’ll meet at Denny & Karen Martin’s, 5722 Wildwood Drive,
(near Sander’s Park) at 6 p.m. Plan on bringing a snack and beverage to
share. Sign up by calling the church office at 634-6704, or sign up online
through our website: https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links
For more information, please contact Karen or Denny Martin at
kmartin251@gmail.com

Dining Out
The next Dining Out opportunity will be Sunday, February 16.
We’ll celebrate the Chinese New Year at Yee’s Oriental Inn,
5030 6th Avenue, Kenosha. Meet at the restaurant at
5 p.m., or if you’d like to carpool, meet at the MPLC parking lot at
4:30 p.m. Please sign up online through our website:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links

Game Night at MPLC!
Friday, February 7
The MPLC Welcoming Committee will host another
game night for adults! We’ll meet next on Friday, February 7 at 7 p.m. in fellowship hall. Bring your favorite
board game, card game, etc. We’ll provide lemonade and water. Soda
machine available our bring your own beverage, and bring a snack to
share. Join us for fun and fellowship! Sign up online so we know how
many to expect. Find the sign up link here:
https://
spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links
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Ladies’ Afternoon Social
The Ladies Afternoon Social will meet again on Wednesday, February 12
at 1 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. We will be having a special Valentines Day
celebration! Any questions contact Sue Hess at suehess1@wi.rr.com.

Project Night and Day

Friday, February 21 and Saturday, February 22
Come to work on any project (scrapbooking, stamping, painting, stitching, organizing) in Fellowship Hall on Friday, February 21 at 6:30 p.m.
Then, come back for project day on Saturday the 22nd at 9 a.m. There
is plenty of space and lots of tables to work on. Come join this great
group for fun and fellowship!

Do you encounter grief in your professional or
volunteer work?
Southeast Wisconsin Grief Network presents: Let’s Talk Grief “When
Grief Moves from Adaptive to Complicated”
Panel speakers: Jocelynn Hosea-Davis, Kathy Schaetzke, Nichole Stangel,
and Marcia Williams presenting
Join us for an afternoon of education followed by Q&A with our expert
panel. Be sure to bring your practice related questions!
Date: Monday, February 10, 4—6 p.m. at Luther Manor, 4545 N 92nd St,
Wauwatosa.
Cost: Free/Register by February 3rd @
sewgn.com/event-registration.html
C.E.s are not offered at this time, but certificates of attendance will be
available. Light refreshments will be sponsored by Luther Manor Hospice. (Email questions to Erika Evans at eevans@luthermanor.org)
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OPEN TABLE—Last Sunday of the month
Our FEBRUARY Meal is Sunday, February 23
How to volunteer and donate for Open Table
Please visit our OPEN TABLE bulletin board area in the narthex—it’s on
the same pillar as the sign up area. Here, you’ll find all you need to
know about our next meal, volunteer needs and different ways you can
donate food items.
• Online Volunteer Sign ups: Our new website features a tab in the
menu bar called “Quick Links” Click on it and you’ll find links to ALL
sign ups in sign up genius, as well as a link to the Open Table Amazon Wish List, mentioned below.
• Amazon.com Wish List: A “Wish List” has been created on Amazon.com which includes a list of specific items needed and the ability
to purchase online. If you’d like to help in this way, just log in and
choose what you’d like to donate and have it shipped right to
church!
Links to the Open Table Amazon wish list and the Open Table sign ups
can be found on our website under the “Quick Links” tab:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links
Open Table is the Last Sunday of each month. Meal dates for the next
two months are: February 23 and March 29. Thank you to all who help
make Open Table possible!

Our “Mittens & More”, project, located in fellowship hall, is designed to
provide mittens, hats and scarves for children and adults in need. If you
like to knit or crochet, (or sew with fleece) take some yarn home to
make hats, mittens and/or scarves. Bring them to MPLC and place on
the mitten display area. If you are a social worker, a teacher or a volunteer who works with those who could benefit from these items, please
take some to share. Questions? Call the church office at 634-6704.
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Noisy Offering, February 22/23 to benefit the
Lutherdale Capital Campaign
On the weekend of February 22 and 23, we will be having a Noisy Offering to benefit the Capital Campaign at Lutherdale Bible Camp in Elkhorn,
WI. Come hear mission moments about what Lutherdale means to several youth and adults from our congregation, during services on February 8/9 and February 15/16!

A Message about Lutherdale from
Sara Jonasen, Capital Campaign Manager
Experiencing Lutherdale is always an adventure. Young people
have known this since 1944. Every summer, for 75 years, hundreds of
youth have enjoyed the fun, learning and growing that is part of Lutherdale’s tradition. And for the last 40 years, the camp has been open
year-round for retreats, primarily with young people.
Now the time has come to expand this adventure for adults and
families. While ministry with young people will continue to be a top
priority, more and more adults have been looking to Lutherdale for
meaningful faith-based experiences.
Keenly aware of the growing number of adults and families within congregations and communities who are looking for exactly what Lutherdale can offer them, Lutherdale has boldly moved forward into a
new area of ministry with adults and families. People are living longer,
seeking new experiences, and are desirous of settings where they can
grow in their spiritual journey.
In 2019, Lutherdale began construction on an adult-friendly
Lodge with high comfort sleeping rooms, private baths, 4 ADA accessible sleeping rooms, meetings rooms conducive to learning, and a look
and feel to welcome people of all ages. In partnership with ELCA Mission Builders and volunteers, we are set to open the new Lodge in 2020.
With the generosity of so many, $2.9 Million was raised in the
Opening Phase of the Share the Adventure Campaign. Now the time
has come to Finish the Adventure by completing the final touches on
the Lodge, creating an ADA accessible entry to the Dining Hall, and remodeling the Watson Center, totaling $1.7 Million. You are invited and
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encouraged to participate in this effort by giving generously today. This
is your opportunity to help us Finish the Adventure – the adventure of
bringing the Gospel to people of all ages at Lutherdale, to serve people
today and for generations to come.

Racine ELCA Cluster Community Meal
at Living Faith Lutheran Church—Next Meal is March 8
YOUR HELP is needed to volunteer to donate food, and/or to prepare
food for community meals at Living Faith Church. Our NEXT MEAL is
March 8. Living Faith Lutheran serves a meal each Sunday evening, with
a different area church helping out each week. Donations of food can
be left in our church kitchen by 2:30 p.m. (please make sure you mark
them for Living Faith), or hot dishes can be dropped off at Living Faith
(2915 Wright Avenue.), at 4:00 p.m. Servers should arrive at 4:00 p.m.
Please
sign
up
online,
find
the
link
here:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links . Call the church office at 6346704 for assistance.
If you’d like to find out more about how you can share the light and love
of Jesus through service to others in this mission, shoot me (Chip Lutz) an
email at chip@unconventionalleader.com .
Please mark your Calendars for all MPLC Community Meal
Dates in 2020!
March 8, May 10, June 14, August 16, October 11
At Living Faith Lutheran Church

Foot Care Clinic—Save the Date
On Maundy Thursday, April 9, from 9 a.m.—3 p.m., several Racine area
churches, including MPLC, will be hosting a Foot Clinic at the Hospitality
Center. This will be a free event for those in need. Imagine being out
on the streets all the time, on your feet, as our homeless and needy
neighbors are. It takes a toll on your feet. At this clinic, we will be doing foot washing, as Jesus did on the night of his last supper. We also
hope to have medical professionals on hand for consultations. Each
guest will receive a foot care package as they finish. Please save the
date. More information about donating goods and funds as well as volunteering, will come out as we get closer. See Pastor Krista with questions.
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MPLC SCRIP…make mission happen!
Are YOU a SCRIP Customer Yet?
•

•

It’s easy! Choose from a large selection of gift cards we have on hand.
OR, if we don’t have it, order any of the cards from the huge list, for
pick up the following week.
As always, we carry a large selection of cards for immediate purchase
for things like groceries, gas and restaurants. With each SCRIP gift
card purchase, the retailer gives MPLC a rebate, while you receive the
full value of the card. It’s a win-win! Rebates go towards youth mission work at MPLC.
SCRIP Table Hours are Sundays from 9:30—11:00 a.m.
We’re located at the curved Welcome Desk in the entryway.

Food Bank News and Needs
For the month of February, the food pantry at Holy Communion Lutheran Church, is asking for the following items:
February 2 - bar soap, toilet paper
February 9 - saltines, pork & beans
February 16 - ramen noodles, tuna
February 23 - small bottles of condiments, snack food
December was another busy month for us! We served 1292 people. Thanks to all of you we were able to meet the demand.
The food pantry received a large donation of toothpaste but no toothbrushes. We are in need of individually wrapped toothbrushes.

SOUPer Bowl Soup Collection
February 2 is Super Bowl Sunday and we will be having
a "Souper Bowl Sunday" soup collection to see which
team is your favorite to win the big game. Bring in
cans of soup between now and February 2, and place
them in the boxes to vote for either the San Francisco
49ers or the Kansas City Chiefs. Let's see how good we
are at predicting a winner, and help the food bank in
the process!
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The MPLC Endowment Committee recently awarded two grants
totaling $1400. A $400 grant was awarded to MPLC’s Open Table Program, and $1000 was awarded to the Hospitality Center’s bus pass program.
When you give to our Endowment Fund beyond your regular giving, you help build an organization that lasts. Since only a portion of the
fund is used each year, what you give grows. And what grows, sustains
our mission at MPLC, as a permanent source of support.
To learn more about what our Endowment Fund does, or how to
donate to our Endowment Fund, please visit our page on the church
website: https://spaceshipchurch.org/give/endowment-fund-givingoptions/

Crafters Corner
Our crafting dates in February will be Thursdays, February 6 &
20 at Mygatts Corner at 9 a.m. Please join us as we work on
new projects for our fall sale.

Quilters News
The quilters will be meeting in February on Thursdays; February
13 and 27 at 9:00 a.m. in fellowship hall to tie quilts. If you are
interested in helping with our mission to make quilts for Lutheran World
Relief please join us. We are always looking for fabric, heavy cotton crochet thread and printed flat twin sheets. If you have any questions
please contact Linda Berger at lwlkberger@gmail.com.

Christmas Decorations Thanks!
If you enjoyed the Christmas decorations this year, please thank
the following Aesthetics Committee members and MPLC volunteers:
Mark Trinklein, Brad & Maria Lee, Kevin & Chris Pearson, Jamie Rauth,
Eric Haigh, Karen Stein, Joe & Terry Meier, Curt & Barb Hubmann, Tom
Johnson, Ed & Teresa Jacobs, Jerry & Judy Smith, Mark Wilson, Harold &
Lois Solberg and Bruce & Kate Lingsweiler.
It would not be possible without their help!
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The High School Youth Group
Wants Your Aluminum Cans!

You Can Help Our Youth and the Environment at the Same Time!

We’ve received another $20 for over 56 pounds of aluminum
cans that have been donated to our high school youth group for the
2020 High School Summer Trip! (Our Super Grand Total is over
$3,200!)
Please remember to bring in your bagged empty aluminum soda
cans and put them by the soda machine in Fellowship Hall. It is a simple
way to raise lots of money for the high school summer trips, and care
for creation all at the same time.
Please make sure there is NO GARBAGE in the bags. Also…
Please do NOT include any other type aluminum (aluminum foil, aluminum pie tins, etc.) or other recycling (plastic bottles, glass, paper,
etc.) in the bags, as the recycling center will not accept our recycling if
those items are included. Thank you!

Box Tops for Education
Please continue collecting the Box Tops for Education for West Ridge
School. (Please remember to check the expiration date!)
Collection box is on the long table in the narthex.

Phone – address - email Changes?
Please let us know!
If you have dropped your land line or your number has
changed for any reason, please let the church office know. Please also notify us of any address or EMAIL changes. Please call 634-6704 or send an email to Becky Litwin at blitwin@mplc.us and let us know of any changes.

Lost &

Found

There is a permanent Lost & Found area in the entry
way, behind the curved Welcome Desk. There’s been
lots of new additions lately...Please check it out!
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Church Office Hours
Church office hours are: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Fridays 9 a.m.—Noon. Appointments can always be made for other
times by calling the office or the pastors.

Here’s some of the key features of our new website,
that you should know about!
•
•

Photos—Check our photo albums of recent MPLC events
https://spaceshipchurch.org/members/photos/

Upcoming Events—on the homepage. Just scroll down until you see
upcoming events, where we highlight events in the near future, and
provide links to more information or to sign up.
•

•

Quick Links—in the menu bar. It includes direct links to all MPLC
sign ups on Sign up Genius, as well as links to all forms (Sunday
School Registration, youth permission form, etc.)
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links/
Sermons—tune in to listen to a recent sermon that you missed, or
one that you’d like to hear again.
https://spaceshipchurch.org/worship/sermons/

•

Calendar— click on the calendar link in the menu bar to see our
schedule of events. Hover over a specific event to look for additional details and/or sign up information.
https://spaceshipchurch.org/calendar/

Do you know of someone who’s interested in learning more
about MPLC? Please send them to
spaceshipchurch.org!
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February 1
Shannon Gleason
Kurt Weiss

February 12
Gary Sczepanski
Jennifer Roushia

February 20
Cara Pfeiffer
Karla Fegler

February 2
Karen Nielsen
Sonja Wilson

February 13
Diane Christensen
Kathy Peck
Joyce Waldoch
Chris Donaldson
Suzanne Jordan
Joe Maier
Sandra Weber

February 21
Jim Lehrmann
Aimee Hooper
Carla Smith
Kim Mycon

February 14
Jim Klepel
Mike Jackson

February 23
Laura Kozenski

February 3
Ray Palenik
Brandon Brookins
Nate West
February 4
Ron Johnson
Shirley Gulbrandson
Fritz Obernberger
February 5
Phil Lyden
Keith Sorenson
Cathy Spatz
Karen Petersen
February 7
Amy McIntosh
Kevin Poulsen
February 8
Joyce Akin
Bob Kolesar
February 9
Melissa Donaldso

February 16
Jenny Gonzalez
Krista Zimmerman
February 17
Brian Kolaske
Cherise Hart

February 18
Dave Pennings
Tammy Vite
February 19
Karen Zimmermann
Holly Christianson
Christine Corcoran
Josh Camacho

February 22
Sharon Hansen

February 24
Karen Martin
February 25
Susan Stearns
February 26
Kevin Jones
Brian Smith
February 27
Gary Kovacs
Mary Shawl
Paul Steiner
Penny Knigge

February 10
Kristi Barrett
February 11
Debby Klinkhammer

Blessings

on your birthday!
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Our sympathy and prayers go to: Our sympathy and
prayers go to Harold and Lois Solberg and Jeff and Sonya
Wilson on the death of sister and aunt, Joanne Neff ; and
to Jon and Laura Svatek and family on the death of mother
and grandmother, Karen Schweizer.

Please keep the following in your prayers:
Ross Larson, Ray Nellis, Ben Poulsen, Trina Larsen, Karen
Larsen, Connie Sena, Dick Jonas, Clare Rohling, Grace Stein,
Carol Hogue, Karen Pedersen, Audrey Enright

On Sunday, January 12, we welcomed into our baptized membership, Grayson Michael Legler, son of
Nichole Pedrosa. Grayson’s sponsors are Marissa
Wright and Jonathan Hoffman.

Newsletter Deadline—FEBRUARY 16
If you have a submission for the March Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter, please mark your calendars for Sunday, February 16. Please
email or drop off your articles in the church office by the end of the
day on the 16th, to Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!
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