January 2020—Page

Mt Pleasant

SPIRIT!

January 2020
Monthly Newsletter of Mt Pleasant Lutheran Church
Racine, Wisconsin

Blessed to Welcome, Worship and Serve
Worship Times
Weekly…
Saturday: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:30 & 11 a.m. beginning

Inside this Issue…
From Holly Hess……...…...….2
Open Table News…...………..2

Church Council News………..4

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Education Hour for age 3—
grade 12
10:00 a.m. Adult Ed
10:00 a.m. Little Lambs

Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday: 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m. – Noon
Other times by appointment; call the
church office at 634-6704.

Our Website
https://spaceshipchurch.org

On facebook
facebook.com/
spaceshipchurch
Please “like” us!

Care team News……….………6
Adult Ed…………………………….7
Confirmation…………..….…….8
High School News………….….9
Sunday School News…….…..9
SCS Christmas Program…….10

Fun & Fellowship……….....…12
Social Ministry……...............13
Endowment News…………….19
Church News………….….……..20
Website News…………………..21
Birthdays...……………...….……22
Congregation News…..……..23

Staff & Council…...…….........24

January 2020—Page 2

From Holly Hess
Director of Serving Ministries
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many. “Matthew 20:28

SERVE
As a kid, I loved going school supply shopping. Fresh notebooks,
sharp pencils, everything brand new and filled with promise. As an
adult, January gives me the same thrill. It’s the season of fresh starts.
It’s a new year in a new decade. In this season of resets, most of us will
spend some time thinking about what the new year will hold, wonder
about what we can accomplish, and set goals for ourselves and our families.
This year, I encourage you, as you ponder what you will do with
the months that stretch out before you in 2020, to ask yourself questions that will lead you to a deeper faith life. Questions like, “How can
my actions this year bring me closer to God?” “How can my faith be less
passive and more active?” “How can I extend God’s grace to others in
my family and my community?” “What does Jesus ask of me?”
As you ask those questions and pray for guidance I hope you
might find the answer in service. As we move from images of Jesus the
baby to Jesus the man, it is impossible to ignore Jesus the Servant. “For
the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve.” Jesus is the best
example of a life of service and Jesus expects that we will follow his
lead. We, as People of God, are hardwired to want to serve. Our joy is
not in material things. Our joy is in serving.
As a congregation we have a history of serving. It’s one of the
three tenants of our mission statement, “Blessed to welcome, worship
and serve.” We have opened our doors to the homeless through the
REST program, we have served teen mothers, we have broken bread
with the hungry, lonely and marginalized through Open Table, and
we’ve gone into the community for God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday.
These are efforts we can be proud of, but in this season of resolutions,
ask yourself, “Can I do more? Is a life of service a life for me?”
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In January, we will be rolling out new opportunities for service. A
SERVE team is meeting and setting goals. We will launch SERVE SUNDAYS each month offering opportunities to get into the community, roll
up our sleeves and live out our faith through service. Open Table training sessions will be held for members interested in getting more involved in that program and new opportunities for training and teams
will be created for additional service opportunities. I have a new job title
(but the same job) that more accurately reflects my work and our work
together as we strive to follow our Servant Savior. I invite you to join me
in this work in any way you can. There’s room for everyone in this call.
I once read a question that stopped me in my tracks. It asked, “If
your church closed its doors tomorrow, would your community notice?”
Serving brings us closer to Jesus who came to serve and directs us to do
the same. It’s a chance to put grace in to action. It’s a chance to live out
our faith in a way that makes us the hands of Jesus in a world that desperately needs it.
Let’s get excited about service. Let’s work together and get to
know ourselves and our God better. Let’s spread radical love and grace
in our broken community. Let’s be people who make a difference in the
lives of others. Let’s resolve to start now!
Holly Hess
Director of Serving Ministries

An Invitation to join the Open Table Team!
Are you interested in learning more about the Open Table Program?
Join us for this informational and training session on Tuesday, January
21 at 6 p.m. Learn about specific volunteer opportunities, get your
questions answered, talk to current volunteers. There’s a place for everyone on the Open Table team! Please see the sign up link on our website at https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links/ or call Holly Hess, Director of Serving Ministries. Call the church office at 634-6704 to get in
touch with Holly.
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Open Table Volunteer Dinner
Friday, January 24
Join us on Friday, January 24 at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall for the second
annual Open Table Volunteer Recognition Dinner. Anyone who has
helped with Open Table through volunteering, donating food, providing
supplies or financial support is welcome. We will enjoy a time of food
and fellowship. Your support of this program is much appreciated by
the community and makes a significant difference in the lives of others
each month. Two years of serving food and nurturing community relationships is worth celebrating! Please RSVP to the church office by
January
20, or look for the sign up link on our website:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links/

2020 Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 9, 9:45 AM
You are invited to remain after the 8:30 service or come early before
the 11 AM service to take your part as a voting member of the congregation at our annual meeting, Sunday, February 9, in the sanctuary. All
confirmed, contributing church members are considered voting members. We will adopt a budget for 2020, elect new council members, hear
reports, and other business, concluding by 10:45 AM. The Annual Report of the Congregation for 2019 will be made available two weeks before the meeting.

Thanksgiving / Advent Offering Update
Thanks to the generosity of the congregation at Thanksgiving and midweek Advent services, MPLC was able to contribute $1531.50, and 601
pounds of food to our ministry partners at the local Food Pantry at Holy
Communion Lutheran Church. This is the “busiest food pantry in Racine”, serving about 100 families each week at a cost of about $1000/
week. Every week, MPLC volunteers bring donated canned good items
from our church to theirs for distribution through their program. Thank
you for extending God’s care to others this holiday season!
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Checking out MPLC?
Our next “Discover MPLC” session--when you can learn more about
Mount Pleasant Lutheran Church, being part of the ELCA, and how to get
involved in God’s mission here—will take place between worship services
on Sunday, January 19. We’ll meet in the sanctuary at 9:50 a.m.
New members will be welcomed in worship a few weeks later, on February 8 and 9. In the meantime, we welcome the full participation of all visitors and guests at worship and in our ministry activities! You can call the
church office to let us know you’ll be there, talk to one of the pastors, or
sign up online: https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links/

Stewardship Appeal Update
As 2019 winds down, we look forward to another year of giving together
at MPLC. At this writing, thirty-five additional people who did not make a
financial commitment in 2019 have made one for 2020, and one hundred
and four people have increased their commitments from this year to next.
God is doing great things through MPLC! To date, commitments to support paying our monthly mortgage payment are short $2,213 to cover a
full year’s payments, and the total number of giving commitments has declined slightly compared to the current year. Every gift and giver matters!
There is still time to send in your statement of intent for 2020. MPLC is
blessed with many people who make financial offerings a regular part of
their faith life. Thank you for doing your part to support this ministry we
share!

DECEMBER COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
The Congregation Council’s December meeting was held on December 12.
Greater Milwaukee Synod Bishop Paul Erickson was present for the first
part of the meeting as part of the synod leadership’s visits to all GMS congregation councils. He shared information about the synod’s newly adopted “Vision, Mission, Values, Practices” statement, and listened. Council
adopted a 2020 budget proposal to recommend to the congregation; set a
date for the 2020 annual meeting; approved new members joining MPLC
(Confirmands); designated memorial gift monies for the Endowment
Fund, tree replacement, and the adult choir; approved an Expenditure
Approval Policy, and shared in a time of devotional Dwelling in the Word.
The next Council meeting will take place on Friday, January 10, as part of a
Council Fellowship Event at the home of Ed and Teresa Jacobs.
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The Central Racine County Health Department has assembled a suicide
prevention work group in an effort to address suicide in our community.
In studying a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report, they
found a proven strategy for suicide prevention is to promote and disperse existing crisis hotlines. MPLC is asking for your help by making
sure this information gets to those who need it the most. The MPLC
Care team has planned an event on suicide prevention on Sunday, February 2 at noon. See further information below.

Care Team Lunch and Learn about Suicide
Prevention, Sunday, February 2, from noon-1:30 pm
The MPLC Care team has been talking with several members of our congregation who work with suicide prevention. We want to give Christians in our church community an opportunity to recognize the subtle
warning signs that someone may be considering suicide. Please join us
to hear from our guest speaker who has been personally affected by the
suicide of a loved one. More information to come. Please sign up
online https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A094CAFA829A4FC1-care
or by calling the church office at 634-6704.

Tuesday Bible Study; “Dwelling in the Word”
resumes January 7
Join Pastor Beth Ann on Tuesdays at 11 AM in Fellowship Hall as we
gather around tables (and coffee!) and explore God’s Word together.
No experience necessary! Together we’ll listen, ask questions, share,
and discover together what God is up to in the Bible and in the world.
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Coffee Fellowship Time

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
All are welcome to join us on Sunday mornings for
coffee, treats and fellowship immediately following the
8:30 a.m. worship service. Our coffee is delicious! It’s fresh
roasted each week by member Curt Hubmann.
Fellowship Hall is located down two ramp levels from the sanctuary—just follow the crowd and join us!

Sunday Morning Adult Ed
Join us for adult classes from 10-10:40 AM in fellowship hall.
No registration required!
“The Gift of Looking Ahead”
Adult Education Speakers Forum gathers Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall after Coffee Fellowship (10 AM to 10:40 AM), featuring a
variety of topics and leaders. Starting January 12, we begin a four-week
series under the theme, “The Gift of Looking Ahead”. Join us for one session or all four. The topics and speakers will be:
Jan. 12: Leanne Dunn, MPLC member and Registered Nurse, will
teach us about the importance of Advanced Directives like a living will and a health care power of attorney directive.
Jan. 19: Cynthia Halvorson presents options for us to support the
people, ministries, or causes important to us as we do financial
planning. Cynthia is the Regional Gift Planner for Lutheran
Planned Giving of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan.
Jan. 26: Brian Langendorf, a Funeral Director for DraegerLangendorf Funeral Home, will share ways to assist your family
by pre-planning your own funeral service.
Feb. 5: JoAnn Goodyear and Lynne Besaw, MPLC members, will talk
about practices for “Swedish Death Cleaning”, a method for
downsizing and organizing for people over 50.
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Bible 101 Class begins Wednesday, January 8
Do you feel like you’re still a “newbie” when it comes to understanding
the Bible? Here’s something for you! A seven-session, Wednesday
Night Book Study of Adam Hamilton’s book, “Making Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today” will begin on January
8 through February 19 from 6:30 – 8:00 PM, meeting in Fellowship Hall.
Note: this class will take place at the same time as Confirmation class,
making it a perfect time for parents and others to join in this night of
learning! Order your book on your own, or sign up on our website to
reserve a copy: https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links/

Holy Baptism at MPLC
Do you want to raise your child in the faith of Jesus Christ? Or do
you, as an adult, want to commit to a life of faith yourself through
Holy Baptism? Pastors Beth Ann and Krista are ready to walk with you
(and your family) as you explore a commitment to God’s baptismal promises and prepare for this sacrament for you or your child. Please contact
the church office (262-634-6704) to set up a visit with one of the pastors
and a tentative date for a baptism during one of our weekend worship
services. MPLC is glad to welcome new life in Christ!

On November 20, we took our annual shopping trip to purchase food for
the Holy Communion Lutheran Church Food Pantry! Every year, our kids
and guides bring a huge haul of food to the food pantry and this year
was no exception! They donated 939 pounds of food! Thank you!
Confirmation Class resumes Wednesday, January 8, 2020.
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Trivial Pursoup!
Trivia Night and Soup Cook Off to benefit youth going to Appalachia
for a mission trip this summer!
Join us on Saturday, February 1, at 6:00 p.m. at church in Fellowship
Hall. Soup cookers wanted! Winner gets a prize and the title of top
soup chef! Come try soups and vote for your favorite ones! If you
would like to make soup, please sign up online at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70A094CAFA829A4FC1-trivial or by calling
the church office at 634-6704. Tickets will be on sale in January! More
info to come—please save the date! Trivia is free and will start at 7:00
pm. Scott Reske is our trivia master! Thanks Scott! Join us for this fun
fundraiser and fellowship event!

God’s Global Barnyard Challenge
Back in September, we were challenged to raise $715 to by a
family a farm. We did it! Our SCS youth raised $755.60!
Thank you to everyone who helped raise this money. In January, Pastor
Krista will have fun colored hair to start the new year!

No SCS on December 22 and 29. We will see everyone back on January 5
at 9:45 a.m. Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Young Children in Church?
Look for our PRAYground!
New to our sanctuary space is a Prayground. Located just outside of the
cry room in the sanctuary is a quiet space for young children. There are
coloring sheets, books, and quiet toys. If your child/ren need something
to keep them occupied during worship, please feel free to use this
space. Be respectful and tidy up when you are done. Thank you and enjoy this quiet space. Great for children ages 3-7, but open to any child
that needs to keep their hands busy.
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Christmas Program Thank You’s...
* To

Kristi Barrett, Maxine Silvius, Sue Cawley, Kim Haigh, and Christy Kolaske, for their behind the scenes work to make our children’s
program a huge success!
* To Diane Blackmon, Karen Stein, and Michael Becker for their accompaniment.
* To Ryan Cairns and Cora Ficklen for lending their musical talents.
* A HUGE Thank You to our amazing cast! They have been working on this
skit for a couple of months and had numerous rehearsals to make this
an amazing show. We could not have done this without each and every one of you.
Our Cast Members:
Storyteller: Rita Lewis
Mama: Karen Magee
Benjamin: Emmett Santalucia
Ethan: Ben McIntosh
Joseph: Harrison Cunningham
Mary: Alyse Jankowski
Sage Women: Natalie Stephans, Carissa Hansen, and Audrey Niemuth
Shepherds: Nolan Barrett, Nathaniel Thorn, and Evan Olson
Beggar/Shepherd: Zack Steenrod
Angels: Abib Ndosi, Evan and Nate Steenrod, and Ellie Olson
Flower Girl/Angel: Elizabeth West
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SCS Children’s
Christmas
Program:
“The Wonder”
December 15,
2019

additional
photos on
pg. 19
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Game Night at MPLC!
Friday, January 17
The MPLC Welcoming Committee will host another
game night for adults! We’ll meet next on Friday, January 17 at 7 p.m. in fellowship hall. Bring your favorite board game, card game, etc. We’ll provide lemonade and water. Soda machine available our bring your own beverage,
and bring a snack to share. Join us for fun and fellowship! Sign up online
so we know how many to expect. Find the sign up link here: https://
spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links

Ladies’ Afternoon Social
will continue in February

At the December meeting of the Afternoon Ladies Social we all enjoyed
an assortment of seasoned nuts and homemade Christmas cookies,
coffee, hot apple cider and hot chocolate. Mark Trinklein came with all
the supplies for each lady to make a small fresh Christmas tree, including ornaments to take home. The group will not be meeting in January,
but will resume in February for a special Valentine and President’s day
celebration. Check the February newsletter for details of our February
meeting. Plans for future meetings include a potluck salad luncheon and
a late spring tour of the farm that Mark Trinklein owns, where everyone
can pick fresh strawberries and flowers. Please consider joining. Any
questions contact Sue Hess at suehess1@wi.rr.com.

Project Night

Friday, January 10
Come to work on any project (scrapbooking, stamping, painting, stitching, organizing) in Fellowship Hall on Friday, January 10 at 6:30 p.m.
There is plenty of space and lots of tables to work on. Come join this
great group for fun and fellowship!
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OPEN TABLE—Last Sunday of the month
Our JANUARY Meal is Sunday, January 26
How to volunteer and donate for Open Table
Please visit our OPEN TABLE bulletin board area in the narthex—it’s on
the same pillar as the sign up area. Here, you’ll find all you need to
know about our next meal, volunteer needs and different ways you can
donate food items.
• Online Volunteer Sign ups: Our new website features a tab in the
menu bar called “Quick Links” Click on it and you’ll find links to ALL
sign ups in sign up genius, as well as a link to the Open Table Amazon Wish List, mentioned below.
• Amazon.com Wish List: A “Wish List” has been created on Amazon.com which includes a list of specific items needed and the ability
to purchase online. If you’d like to help in this way, just log in and
choose what you’d like to donate and have it shipped right to
church!
Links to the Open Table Amazon wish list and the Open Table sign ups
can be found on our website under the “Quick Links” tab:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links
Open Table is the Last Sunday of each month. Meal dates for the next
two months are: January 26 and February 23. Thank you to all who
help make Open Table possible!

Our “Mittens & More”, project, located in fellowship hall, is designed to
provide mittens, hats and scarves for children and adults in need. If you
like to knit or crochet, (or sew with fleece) take some yarn home to
make hats, mittens and/or scarves. Bring them to MPLC and place on
the mitten display area. If you are a social worker, a teacher or a volunteer who works with those who could benefit from these items, please
take some to share. Questions? Call the church office at 634-6704.
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Racine ELCA Cluster Community Meal
at Living Faith Lutheran Church—Next Meal is January 5
YOUR HELP is needed to volunteer to donate food, and/or to prepare
food for community meals at Living Faith Church. Our NEXT MEAL is
January 5. Living Faith Lutheran serves a meal each Sunday evening,
with a different area church helping out each week. Donations of food
can be left in our church kitchen by 2:30 p.m. (please make sure you
mark them for Living Faith), or hot dishes can be dropped off at Living
Faith (2915 Wright Avenue.), at 4:00 p.m. Servers should arrive at 4:00
p.m.
Please sign up online, find the link here:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links . Call the church office at 6346704 for assistance.
If you’d like to find out more about how you can share the light and love
of Jesus through service to others in this mission, shoot me (Chip Lutz) an
email at chip@unconventionalleader.com .
Please mark your Calendars for all MPLC Community Meal
Dates in 2020!
January 5, March 8, May 10, June 14, August 16, October 11
At Living Faith Lutheran Church

Foot Care Clinic—Save the Date
On Maundy Thursday, April 9, from 9 a.m.—3 p.m., several Racine area
churches, including MPLC, will be hosting a Foot Clinic at the Hospitality
Center. This will be a free event for those in need. Imagine being out
on the streets all the time, on your feet, as our homeless and needy
neighbors are. It takes a toll on your feet. At this clinic, we will be doing foot washing, as Jesus did on the night of his last supper. We also
hope to have medical professionals on hand for consultations. Each
guest will receive a foot care package as they finish. Please save the
date. More information about donating goods and funds as well as volunteering, will come out as we get closer. See Pastor Krista with questions.
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MPLC / American Red Cross Blood Drive
Friday, January 3, from 1-6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Sign up online
www.redcrossblood.org or on the pillar in the entryway.
Volunteers needed to set up / bake cookies, etc.
See sign up sheet in the narthex.

January 2020—Page 16

MPLC SCRIP…make mission happen!
Resolve to buy SCRIP in the new year!
•

•

It’s easy! Choose from a large selection of cards we have on hand.
OR, if we don’t have it, order any of the cards from the huge list, for
pick up the following week.
As always, we carry a large selection of cards for immediate purchase
for things like groceries, gas and restaurants. With each SCRIP gift
card purchase, the retailer gives MPLC a rebate. It’s a win-win!
SCRIP Table Hours are Sundays from 9:30—11:00 a.m.
We’re located at the curved Welcome Desk in the entryway.

Food Bank News and Needs
January 5 - macaroni & cheese and canned pasta with meat
January 12 - tomato soup and chicken noodle soup
January 19 - pancake mix and syrup
January 28 - pork & beans and macaroni & cheese
Because of your generosity, the pantry was able to serve 225 families, a
total of 651 people on the Monday and Friday before thanksgiving with
food for their Thanksgiving meal. A special thank you to the middle
school confirmation group from Mt. Pleasant Lutheran Church for their
incredible donation of food to the pantry. They not only raised the
money to purchase the food, but they also went grocery shopping and
delivered the food to the pantry. Thank you very much! Hoping you all
have a blessed New Year!

Giving Tree Thank you
Thank you so much to everyone who bought gifts for the
recipients of our Giving Tree! The 40 gifts that were donated were given to RADD program recipients at their
big Christmas party on December 15. For many RADD
program participants, this will be the only Christmas
gifts they receive. The staff from RADD pass on their
thanks for your generosity!
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Music and Church décor add to the beauty of
the season at MPLC!
We would like to thank each of the members if the aesthetics
committee and each of our church choir members and musicians for
their part in making the Christmas season at Mt Pleasant Lutheran
Church both beautiful, and meaningful.
The aesthetics committee has been gradually adding touches of
garland, lights, stars and more, all through the Advent season. The final
touch will be the poinsettias on Christmas Eve!
The MPLC choir, directed by Dr. Eduardo Garcia-Novelli, and accompanied by Michael Becker, along with a small orchestra, prepared
another fabulous Christmas Cantata for our listening pleasure.
Thank you to all, for making Christmastime at MPLC, a time to be
treasured!

A Note of Thanks
Following is an excerpt from a thank you letter we received from the
Hospitality Center, for the noisy offering quarters they recently received
from our congregation:
Dear Friends,
“...I would like to thank you for your generous donation of
$382.50 in support of the Laundry Love program. Your kindness makes a
transformative difference in the lives of many and in the life of the Hospitality Center.
Your contribution enables us to wash and dry 150+ loads of laundry on a monthly basis for those in Racine for whom the expense of
washing clothes is a financial burden…”
Gratefully,
The Rev. Seth Raymond, Executive Director
(The complete thank you letter is posted on a bulletin board in the narthex. )
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Crafters Corner
*please note the change from our normal crafting dates*
In January, the crafters will meet on the 3rd and 5th
Thursdays; January 16 and 30, at 9 a.m. in Mygatts Corner.
We will be cleaning our craft room and then share ideas for new
projects—we’re very excited to begin a new season! We encourage anyone interested in crafts to join us as we work on some simple projects,
to those requiring more experience.
In case of bad weather, we will not meet. If in doubt, please call
Donna Mullikin.

Quilters News
In January the quilters will be back on their regular schedule of
the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month, meeting on Thursdays;
January 9 and 23 at 9:00 a.m. in fellowship hall. If you are interested,
please join us! We would like to thank the family of the late Marilyn
Rossman for donating some fabric she had wanted us to use. If you
have any questions please contact Linda Berger at lwlkberger@gmail.com

Attention Bakers!
Do you love to bake? Occasionally, we need volunteer bakers for things
like bake sales, funeral luncheons, etc. Our next major event is a youth
bake sale coming up on January 11/12. If you would like to bake some
treats to help that would be great! We’d also like to create a list of potential bakers who we can email when we have a need for baked goods.
To volunteer to bake for January 11/12, and/or to be added to our
email list, please contact Becky Litwin at blitwin@mplc.us or call the
church office at 634-6704. Thank you!

Good News! 16th Street is now Open!
Yes, 16th Street is now open to traffic from all directions, which makes
access to our 16th Street entrance much easier. Our 16th Street driveway is open all weekend, and on Wednesday evenings, for your convenience.
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The MPLC Endowment Committee is pleased to announced they
recently awarded two grants totaling $1400. A $400 grant was awarded
to MPLC’s Open Table Program, and $1000 was awarded to the Hospitality Center’s bus pass program.
When you give to our Endowment Fund beyond your regular giving, you help build an organization that lasts. Since only a portion of the
fund is used each year, what you give grows. And what grows, sustains
our mission at MPLC, as a permanent source of support.
To learn more about what our Endowment Fund does, or how to
donate to our Endowment Fund, please visit our page on the church
website: https://spaceshipchurch.org/give/endowment-fund-givingoptions/

SCS Children’s
Program,
December 15,
2019
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The High School Youth Group
Wants Your Aluminum Cans!

You Can Help Our Youth and the Environment at the Same Time!

Please remember to bring in your bagged empty aluminum soda
cans and put them by the soda machine in Fellowship Hall. It is a simple
way to raise lots of money for the high school summer trips, and care
for creation all at the same time.
Please make sure there is NO GARBAGE in the bags. Also…
Please do NOT include any other type aluminum (aluminum foil, aluminum pie tins, etc.) or other recycling (plastic bottles, glass, paper,
etc.) in the bags, as the recycling center will not accept our recycling if
those items are included. Thank you!

Box Tops for Education
Please continue collecting the Box Tops for Education for West Ridge
School. (Please remember to check the expiration date!)
Collection box is on the long table in the narthex.

Phone – address - email Changes?
Please let us know!
If you have dropped your land line or your number has
changed for any reason, please let the church office know. Please also notify us of any address or EMAIL changes. Please call 634-6704 or send an email to Becky Litwin at blitwin@mplc.us and let us know of any changes.

Lost &

Found

There is a permanent Lost & Found area in the entry
way, behind the curved Welcome Desk. There’s been
lots of new additions lately...Please check it out!
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Church Office Hours
Church office hours are: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Fridays 9 a.m.—Noon. Appointments can always be made for other
times by calling the office or the pastors.

Here’s some of the key features of our new website,
that you should know about!
•

Upcoming Events—on the homepage. Just scroll down until you see
upcoming events, where we highlight events in the near future, and
provide links to more information or to sign up.
•

•

Quick Links—in the menu bar. It includes direct links to all MPLC
sign ups on Sign up Genius, as well as links to all forms (Sunday
School Registration, youth permission form, etc.)
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links/
Sermons—tune in to listen to a recent sermon that you missed, or
one that you’d like to hear again.
https://spaceshipchurch.org/worship/sermons/
•

•

Photos—Check our photo albums of recent MPLC events
https://spaceshipchurch.org/members/photos/

Calendar— click on the calendar link in the menu bar to see our
schedule of events. Hover over a specific event to look for additional details and/or sign up information.
https://spaceshipchurch.org/calendar/

Do you know of someone who’s interested in learning more
about MPLC? Please send them to
spaceshipchurch.org!
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January 1
Kevin Christensen
Ralph Christofferson

January 16
Duane Smith
Mary Sollman

January 25
Carla Kovacs
Bitta Gordon

January 3
Beth Wolf
Linda Steffensen
Eric Heaps

January 17
Westin Knigge
Tom Tuttle

January 26
Karl-John Stone
Chad Niemuth
Todd Korth

January 4
Jill Finger
January 5
Karen Nissen
Wendy Knoell
January 8
Dan Larsen
Patti Whitworth
Holly Hess
January 9
Cynthia McCarrier
January 11
Samantha Stoewe
January 12
Bill Mahnke
January 15
Shirley Jasperson
Jim Brzezinski
Cindy Lester

January 18
Willine Svendsen
January 19
Meredith Gonzalez
Amy Rattle
Joanne Swartz
January 20
Helen Hearn
January 22
Maggie Prochaska
January 23
Debbie Ello
Jill Gentile
Judy Petersen
Mary Ann Christofferson
January 24
Casey McIntosh
Virginia Smith
Rick Sill
Ryan Schuette

January 27
Dorothy Kohl
Tammy ValloneSeaberg
January 28
Barb Rinke
Diane Blackmon
Matt Maier
January 29
Danny Anderson
Diana Kovacs
Becky Litwin
January 30
Audrey Blomgren
Denise Keller
Jessica Rezmer
January 31
Adam Cecchini
Judi McFarland
Bennett Poulsen

Blessings

on your birthday!
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Our sympathy and prayers go to: Gary and Jeri Scott
and family on the death of Gary’s mother, Ruth Scott
on November 30, at age 97.

Please keep the following in your prayers:
Ross Larson, Ray Nellis, Ben Poulsen, Trina Larsen, Karen
Larsen, Connie Sena, Dick Jonas, Clare Rohling, Grace Stein,
Joanne Cox, Eric Haigh

Owen William Boerner was born on October 29,
2019. Congratulations and Blessings to parents; Brandon and Rochelle Boerner and big sister, Makenzie!

Newsletter Deadline—January 19
If you have a submission for the February Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter, please mark your calendars for Sunday, January 19. Please
email or drop off your articles in the church office by the end of the
day on the 19th, to Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!

Holiday Church Office Hours
The church office will be closed for the holidays: December 24—25; and
also on December 31—January 1.

2020 Flower Chart Available
The new flower chart for 2020 is now available on the pillar in the
narthex. If you’d like to donate altar flowers in the new year, just
sign up for the date/s you’d like. You’ll get a call from the church office
during the week before that date, to confirm what you’d like, etc. Questions? Please call the church office.
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1700 S. Green Bay Road
Racine WI 53406
Phone: 262.634.6704
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Beth Ann L. Stone (bastone@mplc.us)
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Krista Zimmerman (kzimmerman@mplc.us)
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Eduardo García-Novelli (egarcianovelli@carthage.edu)
Sr. Choir Director
Michael Becker (michael@mplc.us)
Organist
Sue Cawley
Assistant Organist
Greg Schroeder (gschroeder89@gmail.com)
Bell Choir Director
Holly Hess (hollyhess@wi.rr.com)
Director of Faith & Life
Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us)
Dir. Of Parish Services
Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us)
Business Manager
Rebecca Cairns (rcairns@mplc.us)
Director of Youth Education
Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us)
Director of Communications
Cindy Green
Meal Coordinator/Sexton
Rick Sill
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Jasmine Cherry
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Congregation Council
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Chris Ryshkus (chris.ryshkus@gmail.com)
Yolanda Lewis (coyolewis@yahoo.com)
Tricia Randelzhofer (trandelzhofer@gmail.com)
Larry Berger (lwlkberger@gmail.com)
Kristi Barrett (kbarrett81@gmail.com)
Ben Brussat (benbrussat@gmail.com)
Ed Jacobs (egjacobs@outlook.com)
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Dennis Martin (nitramshell@wi.rr.com)
Garrett Meader (gdmeader@uwalumni.com)
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Worship & Music
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Secretary/Learn
Financial Secretary
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