OPEN EYES,
OPEN HEARTS

INVITATION
Please pray about our congregation’s
mission and ministry together. Pray about your
offering for the next year. Pray about your
response to the letter from the Give Team
which will ask you to consider increasing
your offering for the coming year.
Be ready to complete your statement
of intent and place it in the offering the
weekend of November 16 & 17. Or you can
mail your response directly to the church
office or send an email about your response
to MPLC’s business manager Stephanie
Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us).

Open Eyes
Open Hearts

With open eyes and open hearts, we can
respond faithfully and generously to our God
who shared Christ so freely with us. Together
we can be God’s people in this place, share
the love of Christ with our neighbors, and join
with God’s ongoing mission of healing and
hope. Thank you for your partnership in the
Gospel and for being a part of this dynamic
congregation.
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2020 STEWARDSHIP APPEAL

People may check out the “spaceship church”
because of our quirky building, but they leave this
place impressed by how we live out Jesus’ love. In
a unique way, at MPLC we are formed for faith by
the architecture around us. Our sanctuary gathers
us around God’s grace at the table and font, and
as we worship, we see the faces of our sisters and
brothers through Christ at our center. Our worship
space is also surrounded by exterior windows to the
world around us, our neighbors, and God’s creation.
We literally cannot worship without seeing both our
church family and the world Jesus came to heal.
With open eyes and open hearts, God calls us to
love all, our neighbors as ourselves.

expect that change will come. Whether an influx
of new neighbors, a housing crunch, environmental
impacts, challenges to infrastructure, or other,
unknown happenings to come, MPLC wants to
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be a good community partner. The challenge is to
the love of Christ in our community and beyond.
equip MPLC to be able to adapt and respond to
When God opens
such changes
our eyes to the
as God calls us,
“…Every time I attend worship, there is someone
needs
around
grounded
by
that makes an effort to welcome me and
us, our members
our history and
show we care
engage in a short conversation. Not many
inspired by the
with our hands,
Holy Spirit.
congregations that I have visited have been so
voices,
and
warm and welcoming.”
resources. When
Part of that
– guest at worship,
newcomers find
preparation
September 2019
their way to us,
means getting
we welcome them with open hearts. Members,
our house in order and continuing to support the
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of hospitality and care…God’s love in action.
We also want to expand our invitation to the
community around us to join in what God is up to
Mount Pleasant Lutheran Church has a passion
here at MPLC. And we want to grow our impact as
for serving our neighbors and being a
a congregation by returning our support
community that cares. Your generous and
for the wider mission of the church to
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previous levels, and by supporting a
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development and incoming industry may
change our neighborhoods, but we can
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Open Eyes
Open Hearts

Open Eyes
Open Hearts
Trusting in God’s guidance for MPLC, we aim to
increase our giving by $1,862 weekly next year
in support of these three ministry areas:

1

EXTENDING OUR WELCOME

Digital church sign ($596 weekly): In 2018, Mt.
Pleasant Village researchers found that an
average of 3,600 vehicles pass by our building
in a typical weekday rush hour. That’s a lot of
neighbors we can communicate with through
a new, digital church sign. We can use this sign
to direct people to our new website and help
them get to know MPLC as a faith community
they might explore.
Inductive hearing loop ($96 weekly): An
inductive hearing loop system installed in the
sanctuary will allow worshippers with telecoil
(“t-switch”) hearing aids to hear the soundsystem directly through their aids. This upgrade
will help many people hear God’s word more
clearly, and help hearing-impaired worshippers
feel more at home in our community.

2

WIDENING
OUR MISSION

Mission support ($192 weekly):
MPLC has long been a leader
among congregations in our
synod who pass on a portion
of our offerings to support the
ministries of the wider church.
Such giving helps the church
to support campus ministries,
feed hungry people, start
new congregations, work with
global ministry partners, train
new pastors, and much more.

This amount represents a tithe of our total giving
increase.
Seminary Intern ($96 weekly): Through a grantunderwritten program of Luther Seminary,
MPLC could become an internship site for a
locally residing pastor-in-training. Pastor Beth
Ann would provide supervision for this part-time,
two-year seminarian who would be learning in
context here at MPLC while they simultaneously
complete seminary coursework.
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Maintaining ministry excellence ($462 weekly):
Our hardworking staff, unique building, and
variety of ministry programs all require ongoing
support to continue God’s work. This amount
represents the expected increase for general
operations for MPLC in 2020.
Microphone replacements ($131 weekly): Our
wireless mic systems will be rendered obsolete
in 2020 by FCC-dictated changes to available
frequencies. These necessary replacements for
microphones in the sanctuary and
Fellowship Hall will make it possible
for people to continue to hear
preachers and teachers in these
spaces.
Building Improvements ($289
weekly): While every year brings
replacement or repair needs for our
property, next year we expect to
tackle some needed improvements
to the exterior of our building to
address water issues in our education
wing. Making improvements now
will help protect our long-term
investment in this place for ministry.
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TENDING OUR MISSION

2019 Mount Pleasant
Lutheran Church
Weekly Giving Levels
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When our hearts are open to care about the world God so
loves, we can see how our giving makes a difference. This
chart offers a picture of our current giving weekly at MPLC,
and the hoped-for giving to meet our goal. As you consider
your own level of current giving, ask yourself these questions:
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“How does my giving level compare with other ways I use
my money?”
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“How adequately does my giving reflect my gratitude to
God for all the blessings I have received?”
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“Where would I be if I doubled my offering? And can I
consider doing that?”
“How much more could I give if I really wanted to?”
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