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From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone
There aren’t many issues facing the world today quite as polarizing as immigration, it seems (although a few might put that to the test).
The influx of migrants fleeing violence or hardship in other countries has
strained resources and relationships across Europe, Canada, and in the
United States.
For most of us, the issue is divorced from our everyday experiences. Most of us aren’t trying to migrate to a safer country and we
aren’t related to someone who is; we don’t socialize with or have deep
connections with people who want to immigrate. Not knowing people
who are personally affected by immigration, immigrants become a
“them” as opposed to “us”.
But we may worry about them. We may worry that their coming
here could make us less safe or take something away from us. We may
worry for their safety and well-being, that they may be exploited. We
may worry that things are changing that we don’t want to change. So
we worry, for various reasons.
Some of our members were concerned to hear that our denomination, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has declared
itself to be a “sanctuary denomination”. This happened at the ELCA
Churchwide Assembly meeting in Milwaukee in early August, and you
can read more about it on the ELCA website.
Some news reports and bloggers have reported inaccurately
about this action, saying that ELCA Lutherans are going to harbor illegal
immigrants in their church buildings. That is NOT what this action
means, although the choice of language as “sanctuary church” seems to
suggest so to some. According to our presiding bishop’s words, “Being a
sanctuary denomination does not call for any person, congregation, or
synod to engage in any illegal actions.”
Immigration is an enormously complicated issue, one beyond the
scope of this short newsletter space. But it’s not complicated to say that
immigrants are children of God, just as you or I am a child of God. I think
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what the Assembly’s action comes down to is an expression of solidarity
with vulnerable people, acknowledging that immigrants—and migrant
minors—are particularly vulnerable. God calls us to love and serve our
neighbors. As God’s people, we’re charged to work out what it means to
love and serve our immigrant neighbors even when we don’t know
them or interact personally with many of them.
Frankly, I am conflicted about and convicted by this action of the
Assembly. I’m conflicted because I’m not looking to bring conflict to our
congregation. I didn’t know this action might happen, and I can’t say it is
the thing I most wanted to write about, worry about, or learn about this
month. I feel pushed to go deeper into this issue, and nobody likes feeling pushed. (Note: the “pushing” is in my spirit, not from any other part
of the ELCA telling me/us to do anything; the ELCA doesn’t work that
way.)
I’m convicted because I do believe in our denomination’s structure that tasks the Churchwide Assembly with deep discernment for the
sake of the whole church. This Assembly happens every three years,
with voting members from every part of the ELCA gathering for a whole
week on location. Their jam-packed agenda includes time for worship,
bible study, prayer, debate, learning, listening, and decision-making.
They earnestly seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in their work. And
this action came through their discernment. I trust that I feel pushed
because God is somehow behind the pushing to dive deeper into this
issue than I have or maybe want to.
And so, friends, I’m sharing these happenings with you and inviting you to listen with me. I’ve invited a friend of the congregation,
Elizabeth McGuan, to lead two Adult Ed sessions later this month. Liz is
an attorney who works to help people immigrate legally to this country.
She’s going to be teaching us about that process and where the challenges are. I’ll be learning along with you. We can’t consider whether
God may be leading us (as individuals or as a congregation) to love our
neighbors if we don’t understand them. This is a first step. Maybe that’s
all the more God is asking of us, to understand better. If there is a second step, for the congregation or a part of it, we’ll discern that carefully
together.
And I want to listen to you, too, if you feel strongly about this
issue. I know we have members who come at this from different angles.
-continued-
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I hope to learn from you and how you hear God in this, too. Thank you
for this ministry we share and for the ways we serve God together.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Beth Ann

Sunday Morning Christian Education for Adults
Join one of our two Sunday morning adult classes from 10-10:40 AM!
Adult Education Speakers Forum gathers in the Fellowship Hall after
Coffee Fellowship, featuring a variety of topics and leaders:
October 6: (In the sanctuary) Hear from participants at our Senior
High Mission Trip to Toledo, Ohio and celebrate God’s Work, Our
Hands through them!
October 13: Meet our guest preacher, Rev. Matt Short, Dir. for Evangelical Mission of the Greater Milwaukee Synod. (More details
TBA!)
October 20: Elizabeth McGuan, an attorney in private practice (and
frequent MPLC visitor!) will share with us how someone becomes a legal immigrant today, what the law requires, and how
the process has changed in recent years.
October 27: Liz McGuan follows up last week’s presentation looking
at what the Bible and our faith have to say about immigrants.
Meeting in Mygatt’s (large room behind the stone wall in the Fellowship Hall), Carla Kovac leads Animate: Faith, a video-based small group
series on the essentials of Christian faith.
October 6: Salvation—Abundant Life Now (Shane Hipps)
October 13: Cross—Where God Is (Nadia Bolz-Weber)
October 20: Bible—A Book Like No Other (Lauren Winner)
October 27: Church—An Imperfect Family (Bruce Reyes-Chow)

“Dwelling in the Word” – Tuesdays at 11 AM
How does God speak to our lives today through words written centuries
ago? What can we learn from how our neighbors hear God’s Word for
them today? Join Pastor Beth Ann on Tuesdays at 11 AM in Fellowship
Hall as we gather around tables (and coffee!) and explore God’s Word
together. No experience necessary! Together we’ll listen, ask questions,
share, and discover together what God is up to in the Bible and in the
world.
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GriefShare Starts at Lutheran Church of the
Redeemer (ELCA)
Our sister congregation, Lutheran Church of the Redeemer (ELCA) began
a 13 week GriefShare program on Tuesday, September. 24. This group
meets from 1 – 2:30 PM Tuesdays in Room 300 at the church (2417
Drexel Ave, Racine). There’s no charge, and it’s open to everyone. If
you’d like to join them, please call their church office (262) 634-7998
during office hours, Monday-Thursday, 8:30 AM-1:30 PM. The group
leaders are Linda Bagley and Linda Stephens. (MPLC is not offering a
GriefShare group this season.)

Have YOU Logged in to REALM?
If you no longer have the log in email please contact Stephanie Buchanan at sbuchanan@mplc.us and she will get a new login email sent out to
you. You can find a link to REALM on our website: https://
spaceshipchurch.org then, click on the Members tab to find REALM.

Church Directory Photos

Additional Opportunity on October 13
The progress of our online directory (and eventually a printed
version) depends on YOUR participation! MPLC’s recent upgrade to the
Realm data management system means the development of our own
online directory, accessible only to members. To make it a success, we
need you to upload a picture of yourself or your family, to your account.
If you have had a picture taken at church by Julie Rossman, that picture
will be uploaded for you.
Did you miss the chance to have your picture taken? There will
be an additional opportunity on Sunday, October 13, between 9:30—
10:50 a.m. in the narthex.
You can email Julie Rossman with any questions at jrossman@mplc.us
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Pet Blessing in the Labyrinth (or narthex)
Saturday, October 5 at 10 a.m.
Bring well-behaved Fluffy, Spot, or Buddy for this outdoor event
as we bless God’s creatures and remember Saint Francis of Assisi!

Welcoming New Members
October 12-13
MPLC will welcome new members to our congregation at worship services on October 12 and 13. If you would like to become a member of
MPLC and have not already spoken to one of the pastors, please let
them know or contact the church office (262-634-6704) as soon as possible. We’re ready to call you our siblings in Christ!

Faith In Action
FAITH 5 - SHARE~READ~TALK~PRAY~BLESS
TM

The FAITH 5TM is a wonderful resource that can be used to grow our relationships with God and with one another. You share your highs and
lows, read a verse or story from scripture, talk about how it relates to
your life, pray together and bless one another. It’s simple- gather your
family, your friends, neighbors or a small group. You can use any communication method (in person, text, facetime, snapchat and more!) We
have been using this in Sunday School, Adult Education on Sunday
morning and confirmation class! Have you given it a try yet? We hope
you will try this Faith In Action method with others as a means to pay
attention to what God is up to in your life and the lives of others.

Holy Baptism at MPLC
Do you want to raise your child in the faith of Jesus Christ? Or do
you, as an adult, want to commit to a life of faith yourself
through Holy Baptism? Pastors Beth Ann and Krista are ready to
walk with you (and your family) as you explore a commitment to God’s
baptismal promises and prepare for this sacrament for you or your child.
Please contact the church office (262-634-6704) to set up a visit with one
of the pastors and a tentative date for a baptism during one of our weekend worship services. MPLC is glad to welcome new life in Christ!
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Coffee Fellowship Time

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
All are welcome to join us on Sunday mornings for coffee,
treats and fellowship immediately following the 8:30 a.m. worship service. Our coffee is delicious! It’s fresh roasted each week by member
Curt Hubmann.
Fellowship Hall is located down two ramp levels from the sanctuary—just follow the crowd and join us!

Do you Enjoy Coffee Fellowship?
It’s great to see so many folks enjoying coffee, treats and fellowship with
each other on Sunday mornings! However,
we are in desperate need of more coffee
fellowship hosts, so we can continue this
each week! Any new hosts will be trained
on making coffee (it’s super easy). Hosts
will make the coffee, set out cups, treats,
etc. and clean up. Questions? Ask any of
the current hosts, or call the church office.
There’s a sign up sheet posted on the sign
up pillar in the narthex, and also at the
coffee table on Sunday mornings, or just call the church office to volunteer.
The more people who sign up, the less often you will host.
Please consider volunteering. Thank you!

Note to Perfume-Wearers:
We want to remove all the impediments we can to including people in
worship here at MPLC. Some of our worshippers have allergies that are
aggravated by perfumes. Please consider refraining from using perfume/cologne when coming to worship. Thank you for your consideration!
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Opportunity for PARENTS of Confirmation Students!
Have you ever wished there was a way to connect with other parents
for fellowship and spiritual growth? Join Amy McIntosh and Allison
Stephans in Mygatts (the room next to the fellowship hall) from 6:407:50 pm on Wednesday nights while your kids are in confirmation! At
least for the first few weeks they will be doing the FAITH5TM. Then they
will be talking about what that group wants to do going forward. Please
join them!

Carthage College Event for Confirmation Students
Saturday, November 9
Confirmation students are invited to Carthage College in Kenosha on
Saturday, November 9 for the first annual Fall Youth Event from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. This year’s theme is Women in the Bible, which ties into the
celebration of 150 years of women at Carthage. Programming focuses
on middle schoolers and will include: large group, small groups, games,
lunch, and worship. Following the Center for Faith and Spirituality’s programming, there will be an opportunity to take a tour of campus for
those interested groups. The campus tour will be from 2—3 p.m. Please
sign up online: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a094cafa829a4fc1
-confirmation by October 20 so that we can let Carthage know how
many we are bringing from MPLC! Transportation is on your own but
we would like a few adults to join us!

Affirmation of Baptism Service
Sunday, October 27 at 11 a.m.
You’re invited to celebrate the Confirmation of 15 of our young people
on Sunday, October 27 at the 11:00 a.m. service!
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High School Youth—Save the Date

Annual Corn Maze Outing at Borzynski’s
Saturday, October 19
All 9th—12th graders are invited to meet at Borzynski’s Farm and Floral
Market to navigate the Corn Maze together on Saturday, October 19
from 7-9 p.m. Cost is $9.00 for church members (paid to Pastor Krista
that night) and includes entry to the maze and a free caramel apple.
Non-member friends are invited to join us at full cost. Sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a094cafa829a4fc1-high

High School Sumer Summer Trip News
All are invited to come hear about our July 2019 trip to Toledo on Sunday, October 6 at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary! Trip participants will
share a video of highlights from the trip!
Also on October 6, stay after the Toledo Trip presentation to hear about
our Summer 2020 trip! We’re heading for Appalachia to build relationships and repair homes with Appalachia Service Project! https://
www.asphome.org/
When: 1St Choice: July 18 - 26, 2020 (Saturday-Saturday or Sunday)
2nd Choice: July 25-August 2, 2020 (Saturday-Saturday or Sunday)
(We will find out what dates we get in November. Please leave both
available until then.)
Where: Appalachian Region—TBA in Kentucky or West Virginia (we will
find out where exactly in April)
Who: Anyone finishing 8th grade by June 2020—High School Graduates.
Cost: Approximately $600 ($50 deposit due by Sunday October 27)
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We are off to a great start!
We have been averaging about 90 youth from age 3—8th grade, each
Sunday. We are a little behind in giving for God’s Global Barnyard. Our
challenge is to raise $715 by Christmas, and Pastor Krista will dye her
hair crazy colors! In order to make this goal, we need to
raise at least $60 per Sunday. There are extra barn banks
in the education wing if you would like to take one home
as a reminder to bring your giving each week.

God’s Work. Our Hands
Make sure to join our SCS on Sunday, October 6 for this year’s God’s
Work, Our Hands day. Our youth will participate in various ways from
decorating lunch bags to breaking down snacks. This is a great opportunity to give back to our community.

Save the Date!
Children’s Christmas Program is December 15
Our Children’s Christmas program for children age 3—5th grade, will be
Sunday, December 15 at the 11:00 a.m. worship service. If your child/
ren (even Middle School or High School youth) would like a speaking
part, or plays an instrument and would like to participate in the program, please sign up online:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a094cafa829a4fc1-childrens Contact Rebecca Cairns, Director of
Youth Education, with any questions (rcairns@mplc.us).

What’s New? A PRAYground!
New to our sanctuary space is a Prayground. Located just outside of the
cry room in the sanctuary is a quiet space for young children. There are
coloring sheets, books, and quiet toys. If your child/ren need something
to keep them occupied during worship, please feel free to use this
space. Be respectful and tidy up when you are done. Thank you and enjoy this quiet space. Great for children ages 3-7, but open to any child
that needs to keep their hands busy.
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Senior Choir News

Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.
Senior Choir is back in session! All voices are welcome to join the senior
choir at any time! The choir meets at 6:45 p.m. on Wednesdays in the
choir room and is directed by Dr. Eduardo Garcia-Novelli. The choir sings
for 8:30 a.m. worship each Sunday. For any questions about choir, just
ask any choir member or email Eduardo at egarcianovelli@carthage.edu

Bell Choir News

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Bell choir rehearsals take place on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. If you have a
basic understanding of reading music and would like to join us, please
do! Questions? Please contact director Greg Schroeder at: gschroeder89@gmail.com.

The Endowment Fund is open for Grant requests!
Deadline is October 31
The MPLC Endowment Committee Announces they are now accepting
grant requests. Requests for funds should be directed towards programs that will extend our church’s ministries, promotion of advanced
education for seminarians or students attending ELCA colleges, or programs that advance local missions. Sponsorships or support for the
request must come from an individual or group within the congregation. The submission deadline for the fall is October 31, with review and
distribution of any approved programs by early December. To apply,
please click the following link: https://spaceshipchurch.org/give/
endowment-fund-giving-options/ to go to our website. There, you will
find a printable form, or an online form.
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Dining Out

A Fun Fellowship Opportunity for Adults
Dining Out has returned to MPLC! It’s simple—we pick a restaurant and
a date. Those interested in attending will sign up online and our volunteer coordinator will make a reservation. Make plans to join us on Sunday, October 13 at 5 p.m. at Buddy’s Sports Bar & Grill at 6633 Douglas
Avenue in Racine. Sign up online no later than October 6, so we can
give the restaurant our reservation. Sign up here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a094cafa829a4fc1-dining
Our volunteer coordinators for this event are Ed and Theresa Jacobs.
Feel free to contact them with any questions.

Ladies’ Afternoon Social

Wednesday, October 16
The October Ladies Afternoon Social will be Wednesday,
October 16 at 1 p.m. in fellowship hall. We’ll be celebrating Halloween
so bring your “Tricks Or Treats” to share. Any questions, please contact
Sue Hess at suehess1@wi.rr.com.

Project Night

Friday, October 18
Come to work on any project (scrapbooking, stamping, painting, stitching, organizing) in Fellowship Hall on Friday, October 18 at 6:30 p.m.
There is plenty of space and lots of tables to work on. Come join this
great group for fun and fellowship!
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A Book in a Biergarten

Thursday, October 17 at 6:30 p.m.
Petrifying Springs Biergarten
Plan to join us for our next book study with Director of Faith &
Life, Holly Hess! These events have been very well received so far!
“The Twible” is the next book we’ll discuss over drinks and snacks at the
Biergarten at Petrifying Springs. This book covers every chapter of the
Bible...in tweets! It’s a fast and easy read. In fact, you don’t need to
read it all—or in order, for that matter. Read a few “chapters” in the
carpool line, in the bathroom, before bed, during lunch. Circle the chapters you like best—those that are funny or that speak to you.
If you did not pre-order the book through church, please get the
book on your own and join us!

OPEN TABLE—Last Sunday of the month
Our October Meal is Sunday, October 27
How to volunteer and donate for Open Table
Please visit our OPEN TABLE bulletin board area in the narthex—it’s on
the same pillar as the sign up area. Here, you’ll find all you need to
know about our next meal, volunteer needs and different ways you can
donate food items.
• Online Volunteer Sign ups: Our new website features a tab in the
menu bar called “Quick Links” Click on it and you’ll find links to ALL
sign ups in sign up genius, as well as a link to the Open Table Amazon Wish List, mentioned below. Give it a try!
• Amazon.com Wish List: A “Wish List” has been created on Amazon.com which includes a list of specific items needed and the ability
to purchase online. If you’d like to help in this way, just log in and
choose what you’d like to donate and have it shipped right to
church!
Links to the Open Table Amazon wish list and the Open Table sign ups
can be found on our website under the “Quick Links” tab:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links
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God’s Work. Our Hands

Sunday, October 6
Here’s the SCHEDULE:
12 NOON: Brown bag lunches will be distributed to volunteers in Fellowship Hall. You can eat your lunch right away, on the way to your work
site, or save it for later. Lunch will include a peanut butter & jelly sandwich. If you have a nut allergy, contact the office by October 1 and we’ll
make a peanut-free lunch for you.
12:30 p.m. All teams should report to their designated work site.
2:00 p.m. Leave work sites and meet at Monument Square on Main
Street in Downtown Racine.
2:15-3:00 p.m. Hand out brown bag lunches at Monument Square in
downtown Racine.
3:25 p.m. Everyone should be home in time for Kickoff
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To sign up for God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday, click here https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a094cafa829a4fc1-gods to go to Sign-Up
Genius, or call the church office at 634-6704. Here is a list of volunteer
opportunities for the day:
Sandwich Makers: Make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches in the kitchen between services from 9:30-10:45 a.m. on October 6th. Adults and
teens only.
Brown Bag Lunch Assembly Line: Help fill brown bags with sandwiches,
granola bars, fruit, etc. in Fellowship Hall from 12:30-1:45 p.m. All ages,
children with parents.
Habitat ReStore Project: Report to Habitat Restore at 2302 Dekoven Avenue in Racine, and work on a project there. May require lifting and bending. 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. Adults only.
Hospitality Center: Report to 614 Main Street (St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church) to sort and bag clothing for the Hospitality Center’s Clothing
Closet, from 12:30-2:00 p.m. All ages, children with parents.
Community Clean-Up: Meet outside in the church labyrinth. Clean up
trash along a designated area in Racine. This is an outdoor activity. All
ages, children with parents.
Flash Mob of Love Brown Bag Give-Away: For our grand finale, we will
meet at Monument Square (between 5th & 6th & Main Streets) in Downtown Racine and hand out the brown bag lunches that were packed during our work time. Everyone from each site is invited to join us for this
fun and meaningful finale to our day!
-continued-
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Wear comfortable clothes, suitable for the weather and activity you are
participating in. If you have a GWOH shirt from previous years or a “Live
Generously” shirt, you can wear that, but any comfortable clothing and
footwear is fine. We have a limited number of shirts in the church
office. If you would like one, email the church office by October 1.

Racine ELCA Cluster Community Meal
at Living Faith Lutheran Church

Next Meal is November 10
YOUR HELP is needed to volunteer to donate food, and/or to prepare
food for community meals at Living Faith Church. Our NEXT MEAL is
November 10. Living Faith Lutheran serves a meal each Sunday evening, with a different area church helping out each week. Donations of
food can be left in our church kitchen by 2:30 p.m. (please make sure
you mark them for Living Faith), or hot dishes can be dropped off at
Living Faith (2915 Wright Avenue.), at 4:00 p.m. Servers should arrive
at 4:00 p.m.
Watch the weekly bulletin for sign up information.
Thank you!
If you’d like to find out a little bit more of how you can share the light and
love of Jesus through service to others in this mission, shoot me (Chip
Lutz) an email at chip@unconventionalleader.com .

School & Health Kit Collection

Many Thanks!
Thank you to all who donated school and health
supplies, who gave monetary donations, or who gave their time
to the Lutheran World Relief School and Health Kit project! We had
enough supplies to make 70 school and 70 health kits!

Help needed to load the Boxcar for
Lutheran World Relief
When: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12TH from 8:15—11:00 a.m.
Where: Hwy 11 and Hwy H---head North to railroad tracks on the right
(East) side of Hwy H.
All volunteers, please arrive by 8:15 a.m. at the latest. Project coordinators are Angie & Scott Olsen (Living Faith Lutheran Church). For more
information or questions, call the MPLC church office at 634-6704 and
we will put you in touch with the project coordinators. Thank you!
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Food Bank News and Needs
For the month of October, the pantry is asking for donations of
the following items:
October 6 - chicken noodle soup, tomato soup
October 13 - macaroni & cheese, spaghettio’s with meat
October 20 - ramen noodles, tuna
October 27 - cereal, spaghetti
The pantry is grateful for your donations of gently used plastic
and brown paper shopping bags. Just a reminder… the holidays are
quickly approaching! We will give out turkeys at Thanksgiving
again . We will follow up next month with more information on how
you can help. Calendars and greeting cards are again coming in the
mail. If you have no need for them, please consider donating them to
the food pantry. Our guest look forward to getting them and are very
grateful.
I want to take this opportunity to thank a very special group of
people - the volunteers who are the true backbone of the food pantry.
Someone once said to me, “You are very protective of your volunteers.” My answer was, “Yes, they are special.” They don’t do this
for a pat on the back nor do they do it for praise, glory or recognition. The choice to volunteer in the pantry comes from their hearts and
that is what makes them special.
The pantry has a way of changing you. I think it has helped all
who work there to grow in understanding and compassion. We have
grown in our understanding of poverty and the feelings of hopelessness
it can bring. We have learned that the more we give of ourselves to
others the more we want to give. And, above all, we have learned how
God provides. I feel honored and grateful and I thank God for being a
part of the food pantry team.
Thank you for all you do to support the pantry and help feed the
hungry in our community!
Sharon Wilczynski, Food Bank Coordinator
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Noisy Offering—October 5/6
Our next Noisy Offering will be during services on the weekend
of October 5/6. All quarters collected will benefit Laundry Love
which is a ministry of the Hospitality Center that takes place on the last
Wednesday of each month. They provide free washing and drying of 3
loads per family at Velvet Touch Laundromat, at 21st and Lathrop. All
other loose change, cash and checks will go to Sleep In Heavenly Peace,
which builds beds for children who don’t have them, in Racine and Kenosha Counties. Each twin bed comes fully furnished with box spring,
mattress, sheets, pillow and blankets.

MPLC SCRIP…make mission happen!
SCRIP—are YOU a customer yet?
SCRIP is a super easy way to help raise money for youth mission
work at MPLC—just by purchasing gift cards for things you buy every
day—like gas, groceries, clothing! Choose from a large selection of cards
we have on hand. OR, if we don’t have it, order any of the cards from the
huge list, for pick up the following week.
The retailer gives MPLC a rebate, while you get the full value of
what you pay for the gift card. Stop by the SCRIP table on Sunday with
any questions, or to purchase your cards!
SCRIP Table Hours are Sundays from 9:30—11 a.m.
We’re located at the curved Welcome Desk in the entryway.

Crafters Corner
The crafting dates in October will be Thursdays, October
3 & 17 at 9 a.m. in Mygatts Corner. Anyone who enjoys crafts
should join us to see the awesome things our group is making—and give
us a hand! For questions, please contact Donna Mullikin.
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Quilters News
The quilters hope you enjoyed seeing the quilts we
made this year displayed in the church. We have boxed up the 115
quilts and have them ready for shipment. We also sent four quilts to the
Quilt Auction at Lutherdale on August 10. Our quilts raised $475 for the
camp. They had a total of 345 quilts and earned $43,965 this year.
We also were pleased to give Ona May Brunsvold, a member of
our congregation (pictured below), a quilt to comfort her in her recovery from a recent accident.
If you are interested in joining our mission of making quilts for
those in need, we meet the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at 9
a.m. in fellowship hall. In October the dates are Thursdays, October 10
and 14.
Any questions please contact Linda Berger at: lwlkberger@gmail.com.

Ona May Brunsvold
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ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
by John Berge

In last month’s Environmental Stewardship article, I quoted the
ELCA’s Social Statement Caring for Creation: Vision Hope and Justice,
and specifically mentioned the principles of Solidarity, Sufficiency and
Sustainability. These may not be the terms you think of first when considering environmental stewardship or your position in the church, so I
hope that it is worthwhile to quote that statement and discuss them
further.
“The principle of solidarity means that we stand together as
God’s creation.” We might think this refers to other churches and organizations, but the writers of the statement call for the acknowledgement of our interdependence with all creatures in all creation. We have
allowed the land and its inhabitants, human and non-human, to be disenfranchised by the rich and powerful. We have allowed the environment to be degraded by greed and the desire for profits at all cost. Since
we have voices that steer decisions, we must stand in solidarity with
those without such voices, again both human and non-human.
“The principle of sufficiency means meeting the basic needs of
all humanity and all creation.” Since the earth and its fullness belong to
the Lord, who are we to take such a disproportionate share of what is
really a huge but finite resource? Although the statement mentions all
creation, we really are talking about the earth and its natural resources.
We can look at it from the position of all humanity, the country or from
the position of an individual, our own self. When we clean out our closets to donate to the rummage sale, are we primarily concerned about
those who have less to wear or are we making room to go out and buy
more? Are the huge and quickly filling landfills evidence of our inability
to stop at sufficient? The pressures of a consumer economy are great,
but should we be seeking personal fulfillment by acquisition?
“The principle of sustainability means providing an acceptable
quality of life for present generations without compromising that of future generations.” Our heavy use of fossil fuels is not only a threat to
our and future generations due to global warming, but is an example of
a resource that took millions of years to make but a few generations to
deplete. The rich soils of the midwest took centuries to build up but can
be washed away in decades. Likewise, the great forests of this country.
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The Amazon rainforest has been called the lungs of the earth and yet
we see it burned for agricultural purposes … more beef for more hamburgers. This largest of all rainforests may be reaching a tipping point
which will mean no recovery in our, or our grandchildren’s, lifetime or
the foreseeable future. Native Americans have used the possible effects
upon the seventh generation as a guide to their individual and collective
decisions. Maybe we should adopt such a policy.
These principles should be applied to us as individuals, to the
businesses and organizations in which we have influence, and to the
church as a community. At one point in the social statement, it is
written, “Neither economic growth that ignores environmental cost nor
conservation of nature that ignores human cost is sustainable. Both will
result in injustice and, eventually, environmental degradation.” I believe
the former is the greater concern, but I am neither poor, voiceless, powerless or discriminated against.
Environmental Stewardship Articles:
For many years, MPLC member John Berge has written a monthly column focusing on issues relating to caring for God’s earth, in terms of public policy options and personal ways we can aid in keeping the gift of God’s creation sustainable. The Committee meets with a consortium of other Racine Churches
quarterly to discuss ways to creatively leave a life filled creation to our children.

Joseph’s Granary at MPLC
As the gardening season winds down, we thank all
those who have participated in Joseph’s Granary, either by donating or purchasing produce! Please continue to bring in you produce through the month. Look for the Joseph’s
Granary table in the narthex—it’s right behind the curved welcome desk.
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The High School Youth Group
Wants Your Aluminum Cans!

You Can Help Our Youth and the Environment at the Same Time!

Please remember to bring in your bagged empty aluminum soda
cans and put them by the soda machine in Fellowship Hall. It is a simple
way to raise lots of money for the high school summer trips, and care
for creation all at the same time.
We received another $21 for over 55 pounds of aluminum cans
that will be donated to our high school youth group for the 2020 High
School Summer Trip to Appalachia! (Our Super Grand Total is over
$3,140!)
Please make sure there is NO GARBAGE in the bags. Also…
Please do NOT include any other type aluminum (aluminum foil, aluminum pie tins, etc.) or other recycling (plastic bottles, glass, paper,
etc.) in the bags, as the recycling center will not accept our recycling if
those items are included. Thank you!

Box Tops for Education
Please continue collecting the Box Tops for Education for West Ridge
School. (Please remember to check the expiration date!)
Collection box is on the long table in the narthex.

Phone – address - email Changes?
Please let us know!
If you have dropped your land line or your number has changed for any reason, please let the church office know. Please also notify us of any address
or EMAIL changes. Please call 634-6704 or send an e-mail to Becky Litwin
at blitwin@mplc.us and let us know of any changes.

Church Office Hours
Church office hours are: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Fridays 9 a.m.—Noon. Appointments can always be made for other
times by calling the office or the pastors.

is a permanent Lost & Found area in the entry
Lost & There
way, behind the curved Welcome Desk. There’s been

Found lots of new additions lately...Please check it out!
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Don’t Need Offering Envelopes? Let Us Know!
As we get ready to order offering envelopes for 2020, it helps to know
when someone is no longer using them. Please let our office staff know
if you’d like to discontinue receiving offering envelopes. And thank you
to everyone who has taken advantage of giving your offerings online!

If you haven’t already, please take a few moments
to look through our new website! It has a fresh new
look, new pictures, new features, and it’s easy to
navigate!
Here’s some of the key features:
•

•

Quick Links—in the menu bar. It includes direct links to all MPLC
sign ups on Sign up Genius, as well as links to all forms (Sunday
School Registration, youth permission form, etc.)
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links/
Sermons—tune in to listen to a recent sermon that you missed, or
one that you’d like to hear again.
https://spaceshipchurch.org/worship/sermons/
•

•

Photos—Check our photo albums of recent MPLC events
https://spaceshipchurch.org/members/photos/

Calendar— click on the calendar link in the menu bar to see our
schedule of events. Hover over a specific event to look for additional details and/or sign up information.
https://spaceshipchurch.org/calendar/

Do you know of someone who’s interested in learning more about MPLC?
Please send them to
spaceshipchurch.org!
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October 1
Jamie McFarland
Kim Brussat
Nancy Eggert
Becky Sorenson
October 2
Sharon Johnson
October 3
Rich Miller
Kathy Madrigrano
Tere Feliciano
October 4
Tina Kellner
Jill Makovsky
Liz Leissner
October 5
Shonna Royer
Betty VanSwol
Trudy Strand
October 6
Rita Lewis
Carol Otwaska
Kathy Hanson
Danielle Zimmer
October 7
Sammy Balian
Bob Stoewe
Ona May Brunsvold
Nancy Holtz
October 8
John Lovdahl
Sue Herder
October 9
Jeff Byers
Tim Kluessendorf
Don Mathson
Kelli Steenrod

October 10
Kelly Clark
Sharon Polak
October 11
Curt Hubmann
Katie Tuttle
Robyn Applegarth
October 12
Warren Klandrud
Betty Kleimola
Mike Cecchini
Donna Beck
Jean Harris
October 13
Jeff Wesley
Steve Ketterhagen
Donna Hansen
October 14
Krista Long
October 15
Ron Hurner
Ed Jacobs
October 16
Kim Jones
Ralph Kelsey
Dana Lambert-Wittkowske
Judy Smith
Nicole Schubilske
Amy Bergemann
October 17
Andrew Szabo
Michelle Miller
Jason Stephans
Kyle Hibbard
October 18
Walter Henning
Elisabeth Bischoff

October 19
Craig Braaten
Evelyn Shore
October 20
Carla Wilks
Kenn Spatz
Detlef Ball
October 23
Kim Baclawski
Peggy Zurawski
Dinah Harner
October 24
Joyce Friend
October 26
Helen Larson
Sally Schoone
October 27
Erica Cawley
John Franklin
Diane Hilbrink
Judy Lamar
Jeff McCarrier
October 28
Lance Nissen
Jenny Jarvis
October 30
Audrey Enright
Jennifer Pennings
Vickie Weiss
Cindy Green
Jason Barrett
October 31
John Olson
Connie Aiello

Blessings

on your birthday!
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Congratulations and Blessings
to Scott and Joanne (Reilly) Swartz who were married at
Mount Pleasant Lutheran Church on Saturday, September
21!

Our sympathy and prayers go to:
Cathy Meader, Garrett and Katie Meader, Kennedy and
Gage, Chris Meader, and the entire Meader Family on the
death of husband, father, grandfather and brother, Ross
Meader on August 21; to Karen Stein and Cora Ficklen on
the death of husband and grandfather, Peter Stein on August 23; to Sharon Mathson and family on the death of her husband,
Don, on September 21; and to the family and friends of Donna Rykal,
who passed away on September 21.

Please keep the following in your prayers:
Letty Larson, Ross Larson, Sheila Johnson, Emily O’Connor,
Ray Nellis, Ben Poulsen, Trina Larsen, Karen Larsen, Ona May
Brunsvold, Cara Lechtenberger, Bonnie Belasic, Connie Sena,
Ginny Trendel

Newsletter Deadline—October 20
If you have a submission for the November Mt Pleasant SPIRIT
Newsletter, please mark your calendars for Sunday, October 20.
Please email or drop off your articles in the church office by the end
of the day on the 20th, to Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us).
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