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From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone

“I thank my God every time I remember you.” (Philippians 1:3)
With Thanksgiving just around the corner, November is often a month
for expressing gratitude. And I am filled with so much gratitude for the
generosity of this congregation.
Hardly a week goes by that I don’t notice your faithful response to the
needs around us. From those who bring in canned goods and pasta for
our local Food Pantry, socks for the Hospitality Center, school or hygiene
kit items for our fall collection for Lutheran World Relief, hundreds of
items for donation during Vacation Bible School, ingredients and desserts for monthly Open Table meals, menu items for Community Meals,
or Giving Tree items at Christmastime (just to name a few!), you show
your love of neighbor in tangible ways that make a difference.
This is a congregation that digs deep when given the opportunity. Your
generous response to two noisy offerings collected these past few
months netted donations of $1,254 to God’s Global Barnyard (ELCA hunger ministries), $382.50 in quarters for Laundry Love (Hospitality Center
ministry) and $478 for Sleep in Heavenly Peace (building beds for kids
without them in Racine/Kenosha). Near and far, your gifts help to carry
God’s mission of healing and hope to people in need. Thank you!
Our fall Stewardship Appeal kicks off this month under the theme “Open
Eyes, Open Hearts”. In coming weeks you’ll hear and read about our
plans to continue to grow our congregation’s mission and ministry in
2020 through some exciting initiatives. Our goal as a congregation is to
grow our weekly giving by $1,862 to fully support this mission to sustain
and extend the reach of Christ in our community.
I know many of you already prioritize your giving to God as you plan
your budgets. You offer your “first fruits” by setting aside a sizable
amount of your income each pay period to return to God a portion of
what God has first given us. Thank you for your faithful attention to this
aspect of your spiritual life.
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If you’ve been more of an “occasional” giver when it comes to your
offerings, I encourage you to consider making this the year you adopt
regular giving as your spiritual discipline. Whether you set up electronic
giving to help you give more consistently or take time to write your
weekly offering check first when paying your bills, you will be surprised
at how such practices can change your relationship with money and
with God…for the better!
Truly, thank you for the difference you help to make possible through
your giving to God. It is a blessing to be part of a congregation that
cares.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Beth Ann

New and Improved: SPACESHIPCHURCH.ORG
Have you checked out our new church website yet? Thanks to a grant
from the MPLC Mission Endowment Fund, our site is now ready to help
newcomers and visitors find their way through our doors! Our members
will also find it easier to sign up for events and locate information more
quickly. Click on the “Quick Links” tab at the top right of the home page
for direct links to all church sign ups. Find recordings of Sunday AM sermons under the “Worship” tab. Discover new ways to Serve under the
“Serve” tab. Check it out…you never know what you’ll learn! Thanks,
also, to Memorial Gifts given in memory of Coriann Martin, Helen Gronholm, Marge Tyler, and Gordy Peterson for making this possible.

October Council Meeting Highlights
At its October meeting, the Congregation Council received an update
from David Zuelke, treasurer of the MPLC Mission Endowment Fund,
about their Board’s management of the Fund (as required by church
constitution). Church treasurer Larry Berger reported a healthy surplus
of giving over expenses so far in 2019, a big swing from one year ago.
The Council approved the names of new members who joined the
church later in the week. Next Council meeting is November 14, 2019.
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Financial Update
Following is an update on our giving and our spending for January –
September 2019.

January – September 2019
Actual
Giving
Current and
Benevolence
Mortgage
Retirement

Budgeted
Giving

Actual
Expenses

Budgeted
Expenses

Actual
Giving –
Actual
Expenses

$551,000

$523,000

$511,000

$523,000

+$40,000

$78,000

$79,000

$79,000

$79,000

-$1,000

Through September, we contributed $542Thousand toward benevolence and current expenses. We also earned $9Thousand in our investment account. The total income of $551Thousand was $41Thousand
more than the first nine months of 2018 and $28Thousand greater than
the 2019 budget for this nine month period. Hopefully this enthusiastic
giving will continue into the last quarter of the year.
Expenses through September were $511Thousand, $12Thousand less
than budget and $18Thousand less than last year. The largest decline in
expenses compared to last year resulted from the 2018 transition expenses in hiring the new senior pastor. Comparing income and expenses, we had a surplus of $40Thousand for the January – September period. We have been doing a good job of controlling expenses and our giving momentum has been strong. We need for those trends to continue
as we finish the year.
Giving toward our mortgage retirement was $78Thousand through September, down $3Thousand versus the same period last year and down
$1Thousand compared to this year’s budget and our required mortgage
payment. We need to make up this small shortfall during the balance of
the year to avoid using reserves.

If you have any questions on the financial update, please contact Larry
Berger, the Council Treasurer at lwlkberger@gmail.com. Thanks.
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Sunday Morning Christian Education for Adults
Join one of our two Sunday morning adult classes from 10-10:40 AM. No
registration required!
• Adult Education Speakers Forum gathers in Fellowship Hall after
Coffee Fellowship, featuring a variety of topics and leaders. In November, Pastor Beth Ann begins a 6-session series on “Christianity
and World Religions: Questions We Ask About Other Faiths”. The
course features video presentations by Pastor Adam Hamilton comparing Christian beliefs and practices with those of other major faith
groups: Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism. (Note: this class
will not meet the Sunday after Thanksgiving.)
• Meeting in Mygatt’s (large room behind the stone wall in the Fellowship Hall), in November will begin a 7-session book study of John
Ortberg’s “The Me I Want to Be: Becoming God’s Best Version of
You”, led by Chip Lutz. The book/study will help you let God deepen
your relationship and ground you in a greater sense of purpose for a
more abundant and joy-filled life. Order the book directly from Amazon, or pick up a used copy from the church office for $6.

“Dwelling in the Word” – Tuesdays at 11 AM
Join Pastor Beth Ann on Tuesdays at 11 AM in Fellowship Hall as we
gather around tables (and coffee!) and explore God’s Word together.
No experience necessary! Together we listen, ask questions, share, and
discover together what God is up to in the Bible and in the world. Note:
the last session for DITW will be Tuesday, November 5. Sessions will
resume in January.

Holy Baptism at MPLC
Do you want to raise your child in the faith of Jesus Christ? Or do
you, as an adult, want to commit to a life of faith yourself through
Holy Baptism? Pastors Beth Ann and Krista are ready to walk with you
(and your family) as you explore a commitment to God’s baptismal promises and prepare for this sacrament for you or your child. Please contact
the church office (262-634-6704) to set up a visit with one of the pastors
and a tentative date for a baptism during one of our weekend worship
services. MPLC is glad to welcome new life in Christ!
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All Saints Day Remembrance—
November 2 & 3
The custom of commemorating all the saints of
the church on a single day goes back at least to the third
century. All Saints celebrates the baptized people of
God, living and dead, who make up the body of Christ. We remember all
who have died in the faith and now serve God around the heavenly
throne, especially our church members who entered the church triumphant since last year’s All Saints Day: Audrey Jensen, Esther Kasparek,
Coriann Martin, Don Mathson, Ross Meader, Coleen Miller, Martin
Pingle, Wayne Rossman, Donna Rykal, James Shawl, Justin “Joe” Silvius,
Patricia Sovelenko, and Marge Tyler.
If you wish, arrive to worship a few minutes early and write the
names of loved ones you’d like to remember, on a white ribbon, provided
at church. The ribbons may be placed on the altar before church begins, or
during the opening hymn. The ribbons will be transformed into bows,
which will decorate a Christmas tree in the narthex during the Christmas season.
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Extended Advent is Back!
We will begin our Advent season early again this year, starting
the weekend of November 9/10. Advent is a season of preparation, penitence, and looking forward to God’s promises for the fulfillment of time in Christ. By wrapping these Sundays in November into the
Advent season, we gently ease into this quiet season before the
“Christmas rush” hits in full force in December, helping us keep the focus of Advent where it belongs. We hope you enjoy this time of anticipation and hope under the Advent theme, “Be Still and Know”.
ADVENT WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Weekend worship services in Advent will begin November 9/10 and
continue through December 22.
Midweek Advent Holden Evening Prayer services will begin on Wednesday, November 20, at 6:30 PM.
Thanksgiving Eve worship on Wednesday, November 27, at 6:30 PM
will feature the testimonies of thanks of two MPLC members and Holy
Communion. After worship, the congregation will enjoy a Pie Social in
Fellowship Hall.
Midweek Advent meals will precede worship services on Wednesdays
in December, at 5:30 PM. Meals will be provided for a freewill donation.
THANKSGIVING/ADVENT OFFERINGS
This year our offerings for midweek services for Thanksgiving
and Advent will be given to our neighbors at the local Food Pantry at
Holy Communion Lutheran Church. Holy Communion’s food pantry has
been in operation since 1977, and is open on Monday and Friday afternoons from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Holy Communion is the busiest food
pantry in Racine, serving approximately 100 families every week. According to director Sharon Wilczynski, the monies raised from our offerings will be used either for Christmas hams, or towards groceries the
pantry purchases each week. The pantry spends about $1,000 / week on
groceries, above and beyond food donations.
Every week, MPLC members donate and deliver food to the Food
Pantry in support of this ministry. During this season, we hope to bless
the food pantry even further. Thank you for your financial or nonperishable food contributions this Advent for our neighbors in need.
Please see the food pantry’s requested food items for November, on page 18 of this newsletter.
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We are so happy to welcome the
following new members, who joined
MPLC during services on October 12-13

Laurie Balde lives in Racine, and she works as a
Senior trade Compliance Analyst for Milwaukee
Tool. Lauire enjoys reading, walking, sewing and
being part of a team. Welcome to MPLC, Laurie!

David and Sandra Weber recently re-located to
Mt. Pleasant, from San Francisco, CA. David is an
engineer for Tree House Foods. Sandra enjoys
baking. We are so happy you have joined MPLC!

Keith Van Patten lives in Mt. Pleasant and works
in Engineering Management for Unico, Inc. Keith
enjoys computers and sports. Welcome to MPLC,
Keith!

Meet the Svatek Family—Jon, and
Laura, and sons, Adam and Josh.
They live in Kenosha. Jon works in
sales/business development and
Laura is an accountant. We’re so
happy to have you at MPLC!
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Stewart (Stew) Nagao lives in Racine and is retired. Stew enjoys baking, and is a proud member
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Honor Guard.
He’s also an ambassador for the Honor Flight program. Welcome to MPLC, Stew!

Not Pictured: The Brownholland Family;
We welcome Kari (husband David) and children, eight-year-old
Kai, and 6-year-old Helaine, to MPLC! Kari works at UWMilwaukee in College Access. She enjoys music, board games and
reading. Kai loves building, electronics, science and reading.
Helaine enjoys reading, singing, dancing and building. We are so
happy to have you at MPLC!

Coffee Fellowship Time

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
All are welcome to join us on Sunday mornings for coffee,
treats and fellowship immediately following the 8:30 a.m. worship service. Our coffee is delicious! It’s fresh roasted each week by member
Curt Hubmann.
Fellowship Hall is located down two ramp
levels from the sanctuary—just follow the crowd
and join us!

Do you Enjoy Coffee Fellowship?
We still need additional coffee fellowship hosts.
Interested? Questions? Speak to any of the current hosts on a Sunday morning, or call the
church office at 634-6704.
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Confirmation Day
We give thanks for these seventeen young men and women who
affirmed their baptismal faith and joined MPLC as confirmed members
on Reformation Sunday, October 27:
Micah Bischoff, Jacob Brown, Mia Carter, Gabrielle Cherry, Brady Clark,
Jayden Haigh, Gage Johnson, Kyle Ketterhagen, Nadia Konesko, Tyler
Malczewski, Braden Roushia, Hannah Smith, Ryan Stephans, Henry
Stone, Olivia Stuebe, Sophia Stuebe, Noelle Thompson.

Confirmation Schedule
Confirmation Class for grades 6-8 concludes on November 20 and will
resume on January 8 so that students and their families can attend Advent services and be off class for winter break.

Quake!
th

th

Quake is a Retreat for 6 —8 Graders at the Wilderness Territory Resort, Wisconsin Dells, from February 14—16, 2020. The cost is $190. A
deposit of $50 (non-refundable) is due by December 8. Sign up online.
Just go to our website: https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links to find
the sign up link. For more information, contact Pastor Krista.

•

•

9-12th graders, join us for high school Sunday school in the youth
room every Sunday at 9:45 a.m. for lively conversation about how
we live our faith in our daily lives!
Save the Date for our annual High School Christmas Party! Friday,
December 20 from 6:30-9:30 p.m.
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God’s Global Barnyard—Goal Update
We are close to being on track to hit our goal of collecting
$715 for God’s Global Barnyard. If we can make it to goal
Pastor Krista will dye her hair crazy colors. We have a few
more weeks before Christmas to make this happen.

Christmas Program Update
We have started learn Christmas songs for this year’s Christmas Program. Watch for an email with songs you can help teach your child outside of Sunday School time. We have about 7 Sundays left to get this
done!

Halloween Leftovers?
Do you have way too much leftover Halloween candy? Our Sunday School classes and confirmation program would love to take
that off your hands. You can drop it in the bin in the narthex.

4th & 5th Grade Fun Night
Join us here at church for a fun night on Friday, November 15 from 6-8
p.m. We will have games, food, and a search for the Holy Grail. You can
sign up online. Just go to our website: https://spaceshipchurch.org/
quick-links to find the sign up link.

Holy Communion Class
This class is for families to grow in faith together. On Sunday, November 17 at noon, Pastor Krista and Becca will lead
a fun and informational class on Holy Communion. We will
supply a light lunch and all the materials. Please sign up
online, so we know how many to prepare for. We need at least 2 families to make this class work. Just go to our website: https://
spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links to find the sign up link.

Advent Event—Save the Date!
Friday, December 6, from 6—8:00 p.m.
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Young Children in Church?
Look for our PRAYground!
New to our sanctuary space is a Prayground. Located just outside of the
cry room in the sanctuary is a quiet space for young children. There are
coloring sheets, books, and quiet toys. If your child/ren need something
to keep them occupied during worship, please feel free to use this
space. Be respectful and tidy up when you are done. Thank you and enjoy this quiet space. Great for children ages 3-7, but open to any child
that needs to keep their hands busy.

Senior Choir News

Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.
Senior Choir is back in session! All voices are welcome to join the senior
choir at any time! The choir meets at 6:45 p.m. on Wednesdays in the
choir room and is directed by Dr. Eduardo Garcia-Novelli. The choir sings
for 8:30 a.m. worship each Sunday. For any questions about choir, just
ask any choir member or email Eduardo at egarcianovelli@carthage.edu

Bell Choir News

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Bell choir rehearsals take place on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. If you have a
basic understanding of reading music and would like to join us, please
do! Questions? Please contact director Greg Schroeder at: gschroeder89@gmail.com.

Endowment Fund Grant Requests
Deadline is October 31
The MPLC Endowment Committee will be accepting grant requests
through October 31, with review and distribution of any funds by early
December. For more information, please see our website: https://
spaceshipchurch.org/give/endowment-fund-giving-options/
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Announcing...Game Night at MPLC!
Friday, November 1
The MPLC Welcoming Committee is happy to announce game night for adults! Our first gathering will
be Friday, November 1 at 7 p.m. in fellowship hall.
Bring your favorite board game, card game, etc. We’ll
provide lemonade and water. Soda machine available
our bring your own beverage, and bring a snack to
share. Join us for fun and fellowship! Sign up online so we know how
many to expect. Find the sign up link here:
https://
spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links

Fellowship Opportunity for Adults!
Dining Out—Sunday, November 10
November Dining Out will be a brunch at Reefpoint Brewhouse on the
lake in Racine at 11 a.m. We had a nice turnout in October—consider
joining us on November 10! Please sign up online by Monday,
November 4. Find the sign up link here: https://spaceshipchurch.org/
quick-links

Join “SPACESHIP CHURCH” Team
for Turkey Trot 5K RUN
Did you know Thanksgiving is the most popular racing day on the American calendar? Join the “Spaceship Church” team for Racine’s Turkey Trot
5K and save $5 on your registration fee. Race is on Thanksgiving Day,
November 28 starting at 9 AM from North Beach Oasis. To sign up, go
to: https://tinyurl.com/y48gesjc
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Ladies’ Afternoon Social

Wednesday, November 13
At our October meeting everyone brought treats to share, and
all were given a special treat bag to bring home all their goodies. One
lady brought a trick to share — a finger puppet of a pumpkin, however
it’s top went up to show a devil inside ;)
We will be meeting the next two months on Wednesdays; November 13 and December 11, at 1:00 p.m. Any questions, please contact Sue Hess at suehess1@wi.rr.com.

Project Night and Day

November 8 / 9
Come to work on any project (scrapbooking, stamping, painting, stitching, organizing) in Fellowship Hall on Friday, November 8 at 6:30 p.m.
Then, come back for Project Day on Saturday, November 9 at 9 a.m.
There is plenty of space and lots of tables to work on. Come join this
great group for fun and fellowship!

Racine Lutheran High Ladies Guild Harvest Fair

Saturday, November 2, 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
251 Luedtke Ave., Racine
Shop for handmade gifts, homemade bakery, vegetables and fruit, antiques, collectibles, jewelry, linens and more! Lunch available. Free admission and parking.
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OPEN TABLE—Last Sunday of the month
Our NOVEMBER Meal is Sunday, November 24
How to volunteer and donate for Open Table
Please visit our OPEN TABLE bulletin board area in the narthex—it’s on
the same pillar as the sign up area. Here, you’ll find all you need to
know about our next meal, volunteer needs and different ways you can
donate food items.
• Online Volunteer Sign ups: Our new website features a tab in the
menu bar called “Quick Links” Click on it and you’ll find links to ALL
sign ups in sign up genius, as well as a link to the Open Table Amazon Wish List, mentioned below. Give it a try!
• Amazon.com Wish List: A “Wish List” has been created on Amazon.com which includes a list of specific items needed and the ability
to purchase online. If you’d like to help in this way, just log in and
choose what you’d like to donate and have it shipped right to
church!
Links to the Open Table Amazon wish list and the Open Table sign ups
can be found on our website under the “Quick Links” tab:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links
Open Table is the Last Sunday of each month. Meal dates for the next
two months are: November 24 and December 29. Thank you to all who
help make Open Table possible!

Hats & Gloves for Open Table
As part of the November Open Table meal, we want tell our guests that
we're thankful that they are a part of our MPLC community. We'll be
giving everyone at the meal hats & gloves in preparation for the cold
weather ahead, as well as a note of thanks for their presence with
us. Donations of NEW hats & mittens (for men, women & children) are
needed. Items can be dropped off in a bin near the mitten tree in Fellowship Hall by November 17. Thank you for the many ways you support the Open Table ministry.
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Racine ELCA Cluster Community Meal
at Living Faith Lutheran Church

Next Meal is November 10

YOUR HELP is needed to volunteer to donate food, and/or to prepare
food for community meals at Living Faith Church. Our NEXT MEAL is
November 10. Living Faith Lutheran serves a meal each Sunday evening, with a different area church helping out each week. Donations of
food can be left in our church kitchen by 2:30 p.m. (please make sure
you mark them for Living Faith), or hot dishes can be dropped off at
Living Faith (2915 Wright Avenue.), at 4:00 p.m. Servers should arrive
at 4:00 p.m. To sign up to donate and/or serve, go to our website:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links . There, you will find the sign
up link for community meal. Thank you!
If you’d like to find out a little bit more of how you can share the light and
love of Jesus through service to others in this mission, shoot me (Chip
Lutz) an email at chip@unconventionalleader.com .

Join us for a Serving Sunday!
Sunday, November 10, 12:30—2:30 p.m.
This is an opportunity to go in to our community and make a difference
in just a few hours of service and friendship. Join us at the Hospitality
Center (614 Main St.) to sort clothes for the weekly clothing giveaway.
Let’s help finish the job our team started on God’s Work, Our Hands
Sunday. Please sign up online. Just go to our website: https://
spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links to find the sign up link. For assistance,
call the church office at 262-634-6704.

Clothing Sorting at the Hospitality Center on GWOH Day, October 6
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God’s Work. Our Hands.
We had a great day serving our community on October 6! We made and
distributed free lunches downtown, we sorted and folded clothing
doations at The Hospitality Center and we did some organizing and
cleaning at Habitat ReStore! To see more pictures from GWOH day,
please see our facebook page: facebook.com/spaceshipchurch ; or our
website: https://spaceshipchurch.org/members/photos
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Food Bank News and Needs
For the month of November, the food pantry at Holy Communion Lutheran Church, is asking for the following items.
November 3 - instant potatoes, dry packaged gravy
November 10 - StoveTop stuffing mix, corn muffin mix
November 17 - canned sweet potatoes, fruit cocktail
November 24 - macaroni & cheese, tuna
As we have done in the past, the food pantry will be giving turkeys to our guests, along with side dishes for Thanksgiving dinner. Last
year we served 200 families the Friday and Monday before Thanksgiving. We are asking for monetary donations, designated for turkeys, or
the donation of a turkey and ask that all donations be brought in by
Wednesday, November 20.
The food pantry is always looking for more volunteers! Our volunteers unload shipments, do paperwork, sort food, etc. If interested
please contact Sharon Wilczynski at Holy Communion Lutheran Church.
Many, many thanks for all you! The pantry could not operate
without the help of so many generous donors.

Let’s FILL THE PLANTER for the
food pantry this Thanksgiving!
Following are food items they especially need:
tuna, chicken noodle soup, spagettios with
meat, boxed mac and cheese, pork and beans,
canned fruit, spaghetti sauce, spaghetti noodles, egg noodles, any kind of packaged pasta,
cereal, jelly, pancake mix and syrup. Collection dates for this food drive
will be: November 23—December 1.

November 2019—Page 19

Noisy Offering—UPDATE
Our Noisy Offering, the weekend of October 5/6 collected
a total of $382.50 in quarters, for Laundry Love, and another
$476.69 for Sleep in Heavenly Peace; for a grand total of $859.19. Thank
you all for your generosity!

MPLC SCRIP…make mission happen!
SCRIP—Plan ahead for the Holidays!
SCRIP is a super easy way to help raise money for youth mission
work at MPLC—just by purchasing gift cards for things you buy every
day—like gas, groceries, clothing, and Christmas Presents! Choose from
a large selection of cards we have on hand. We have a nice selection of
smaller denomination cards for those stocking stuffers! If we don’t have
the card/s you’re looking for, order any of the cards from the huge list,
for pick up the following week.
The retailer gives MPLC a rebate, while you get the full value of
what you pay for the gift card. Stop by the SCRIP table on Sunday with
any questions, or to purchase your cards! Thank you!
SCRIP Table Hours are Sundays from 9:30—11 a.m.

Quilters News
I enjoyed telling the history of the MPLC Quilters and their Mission to send quilts to Lutheran World Relief, during Adult Ed time a few
weeks ago. We have a wonderful group of quilters and we are working
on quilts for next year. We will be meeting only one Thursday in both
November and in December due to the holidays. We will meet Thursdays; November 14 and December 12 at 9 a.m. in fellowship
hall. Thanks for all the support of the congregation with donations to
the quilters. Any questions please contact Linda Berger at lwlkberger@gmail.com.
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Crafters Corner
Our meeting dates in November will be Thursdays; November 7, 14 and 21. We will continue to work on projects for our annual Christmas Boutique Sale.
Come to shop our sale On Saturday, November 23 from 4:30—6
p.m., and on Sunday, November 24 from 8—11 a.m. Bring your friends
and your pocketbooks to view and purchase some of the awesome creations we have been working on all year. We have pillows, ornaments,
snowmen, trees, decorated baskets and displays, scrubbies and also
some old time favorites.
Stop by and meet the crafters and certainly consider joining us in
2020!
All money raised is used to purchase items for the church. If you
have any suggestions call the church office, or Donna Mullikin, or put a
note in Donna’s mailbox.
Thank you for your continued support of this small group!

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
by John Berge

Last month, I discussed the ELCA’s Social Statement, Caring for
Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice, which lists principles of solidarity,
sufficiency and sustainability in very general terms. Recent information
on the severe decline in the bird population of North America would suggest we are not doing a very good job in caring for the avian portion of
creation. The Bible tells us that God notes the death of a single sparrow
and yet there are nearly three billion fewer birds now in North America
than there were in 1970.
The tendency has been for us to look at the decline or recovery of
individual species rather than the overall picture. As ecologist Hillary
Young of the University of California, Santa Barbara was quoted in Science News, “Individual birds play an important role in ecosystems, including pollinating plants, dispersing seeds and controlling pests. Often
it’s the common, abundant birds that keep these ecosystems ticking.”
Three major sources of this decline are generally blamed for the
die off, all of which we as individuals can make a significant contribution
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to reducing. There are differences of opinion on the order of these three,
so this list is not intended to say which is worse.
Predation by cats is certainly one of the top three, and possibly
the top, that we can influence. Our pet cats do not have to be put out
every night to “do their thing”; cats will quite easily adapt to a litter box.
If every cat owner would make sure their cats are never outside unsupervised, we could greatly reduce this predation.
Another one of the top three is collision with windows. We used
to have a few such incidences at our house every year until I put some of
those self sticking decals on the windows near the bird feeders. Bird fatalities due to their seeing their reflection or a possible route to the other
side dropped to zero. I am sure that most of these fatalities involve high
rise buildings and migrating birds, but our experience would say that single family homes, by their sheer number, also contribute.
The third top cause is loss of habitat. We can blame farmers for
planting right up to the edge of the field rather than leaving wild strips
and trees along those edges, but our yards can be designed for birds or
not. The robin is one of the few birds that really appreciate the large expanse of lawns, especially if we don’t kill off the worms with excessive
chemicals and pesticides. Plants with seeds and fruits that the birds like,
trees and shrubs for protection and nesting can improve their habitat as
well as ours.
An interesting study recently showed that small, non-lethal doses
of an insecticide used on seeds and nursery plants (a neonicotinoid)
caused weight loss and delayed the migration of these birds by several
days, enough to put them at a disadvantage in breeding and possibly out
of sync with their food supply. The most given to each bird was only one
tenth of that used to coat an individual corn seed.
The effect of climate change on bird populations is still to be determined. The Audubon Society has reported that 389 North American
bird species are vulnerable to extinction from climate change. So all our
efforts to reduce green house gas emissions are helpful to the birds.
A speaker I heard the other night on wind power admitted that
birds and bats are susceptible to collisions with rotating turbine blades.
(The tips can be going over 150 miles per hour.) But his company can install a device to temporarily stop the turbines when migrating birds are
detected approaching by radar. Good stewardship from an industrial giant.
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Environmental Stewardship Articles:
For many years, MPLC member John Berge has written a monthly column focusing on issues relating to caring for God’s earth, in terms of public policy options and personal ways we can aid in keeping the gift of God’s creation sustainable. The Committee meets with a consortium of other Racine Churches
quarterly to discuss ways to creatively leave a life filled creation to our children.

Fall Church Yard Work Day

Saturday, October 26, 8 a.m.—Noon
It's that time of the year again! We need
to prepare our church grounds for winter
and we need YOUR help! This will ensure
another fantastic lawn and garden season
in 2020. We need volunteers on Saturday,
October 26 from 8 a.m.—noon. Please
come prepared with any yard tools you have such as a rake, pruners
and gloves. In addition to preparing our gardens, we will be taking down
number of dead trees. Questions? Contact Steve Wikner, or Ed Jacobs
(egjacobs@outlook.com). Thank you!

The High School Youth Group
Wants Your Aluminum Cans!

You Can Help Our Youth and the Environment at the Same Time!

Please remember to bring in your bagged empty aluminum soda
cans and put them by the soda machine in Fellowship Hall. It is a simple
way to raise lots of money for the high school summer trips, and care
for creation all at the same time.
Please make sure there is NO GARBAGE in the bags. Also…
Please do NOT include any other type aluminum (aluminum foil, aluminum pie tins, etc.) or other recycling (plastic bottles, glass, paper,
etc.) in the bags, as the recycling center will not accept our recycling if
those items are included. Thank you!
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Phone – address - email Changes?
Please let us know!
If you have dropped your land line or your number has changed for any reason, please let the church office know. Please also notify us of any address
or EMAIL changes. Please call 634-6704 or send an e-mail to Becky Litwin
at blitwin@mplc.us and let us know of any changes.

Box Tops for Education
Please continue collecting the Box Tops for Education for West Ridge
School. (Please remember to check the expiration date!)
Collection box is on the long table in the narthex.

Church Office Hours
Church office hours are: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Fridays 9 a.m.—Noon. Appointments can always be made for other
times by calling the office or the pastors.

Lost &

Found

There is a permanent Lost & Found area in the entry
way, behind the curved Welcome Desk. There’s been
lots of new additions lately...Please check it out!
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Don’t Need Offering Envelopes? Let Us Know!
As we get ready to order offering envelopes for 2020, it helps to know
when someone is no longer using them. Please let our office staff know
if you’d like to discontinue receiving offering envelopes. And thank you
to everyone who has taken advantage of giving your offerings online!

If you haven’t already, please check out some of
these key features of our new website!
•

•

Quick Links—in the menu bar. It includes direct links to all MPLC
sign ups on Sign up Genius, as well as links to all forms (Sunday
School Registration, youth permission form, etc.)
https://spaceshipchurch.org/quick-links/
Sermons—tune in to listen to a recent sermon that you missed, or
one that you’d like to hear again.
https://spaceshipchurch.org/worship/sermons/
•

•

Photos—Check our photo albums of recent MPLC events
https://spaceshipchurch.org/members/photos/

Calendar— click on the calendar link in the menu bar to see our
schedule of events. Hover over a specific event to look for additional details and/or sign up information.
https://spaceshipchurch.org/calendar/

Do you know of someone who’s interested in learning more
about MPLC? Please send them to
spaceshipchurch.org!
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November 1
Bonnie Belasic
Chris Meader
Christina Kovacs
November 2
Linda Lehrmann
Matthew Droster
November 3
Tracy Frederiksen
Olivia Garner
Jim Kusters
November 5
Robb Luehr
Chris Nielsen
Julie Reynolds
Jamie Schacht
Martin Comstock
November 7
Rod Gordon
November 8
Kari Gordon
Pastor Beth Ann Stone
November 9
Bob Mausing
Becky Thorn
Matt Kaesermann

November 10
Nick Christensen
November 12
Vera Hills
Dan Smith
Tina Ketterhagen
Vern Svendsen
November 13
Kimberly Johnson
JoAnne Jensen
Cindy Skovsted
Frank Santalucia
November 14
Karen Tenuta
November 16
Joanne Hoornstra
November 18
Laura Olson
November 19
Wayne Thompson
Daniela Lehmkuhl
November 20
Christine Miller
November 21
Brad Lee
November 23
Bob Peck
Kris Hansen

November 24
Patty Svendsen
Sally Vlasak
Gwen Lutz
November 25
Julie Lang
Nichole Watts
November 26
Jane Seiter
Julie Sego
November 27
Nancy Sander
Chuck Svoboda
Suzanne Santalucia
November 28
Jeanine Hays
Joe Gleason
November 29
Rick Klinkhammer
Stephanie Buchanan
Penny Mycon
Bonnie Christensen
Lori Cottingham
November 30
Kevin Rattle

Blessings

on your birthday!
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Baptism
We recently welcomed into our baptized membership, Ila Jo
Struebing, daughter of Erik and Wendy Struebing. Ila’s sponsors
are Wade Jackson and Molly Jackson. Ila is the granddaughter of
Dennis and Sharon Polak.

Please keep the following in your prayers:
Letty Larson, Ross Larson, Ray Nellis, Ben Poulsen, Trina
Larsen, Karen Larsen, Cara Lechtenberger, Connie Sena,
Ginny Trendel, Ginny Sullivan, Marilyn Rossman, Dick Jonas,
Clare Rohling

Our sympathy and prayers go to: Tracie Madala and
Tammy Vite on the death of their father, Martin Pingle,
who passed away on October 8; and to the family and
friends of long-time member, Audrey Jensen, who recently passed away.

Newsletter Deadline—November 17
If you have a submission for the December Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter, please mark your calendars for Sunday, November 17. Please
email or drop off your articles in the church office by the end of the
day on the 17th, to Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!
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1700 S. Green Bay Road
Racine WI 53406
Phone: 262.634.6704

spaceshipchurch.org
Staff
Beth Ann L. Stone (bastone@mplc.us)
Senior Pastor
Krista Zimmerman (kzimmerman@mplc.us)
Pastor
Eduardo García-Novelli (egarcianovelli@carthage.edu)
Sr. Choir Director
Michael Becker (michael@mplc.us)
Organist
Sue Cawley
Assistant Organist
Greg Schroeder (gschroeder89@gmail.com)
Bell Choir Director
Holly Hess (hollyhess@wi.rr.com)
Director of Faith & Life
Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us)
Dir. Of Parish Services
Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us)
Business Manager
Rebecca Cairns (rcairns@mplc.us)
Director of Youth Education
Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us)
Director of Communications
Cindy Green
Meal Coordinator/Sexton
Rick Sill
Sexton
Jasmine Cherry
Nursery

Congregation Council
David Santalucia (dsantalu@alumni.iu.edu)
Chris Ryshkus (chris.ryshkus@gmail.com)
Yolanda Lewis (coyolewis@yahoo.com)
Tricia Randelzhofer (trandelzhofer@gmail.com)
Larry Berger (lwlkberger@gmail.com)
Kristi Barrett (kbarrett81@gmail.com)
Ben Brussat (benbrussat@gmail.com)
Ed Jacobs (egjacobs@outlook.com)
Steve Ketterhagen (stketterhagen@gmail.com)
Chip Lutz (chip@unconventionalLeader.com)
Dennis Martin (nitramshell@wi.rr.com)
Garrett Meader (gdmeader@uwalumni.com)

President /
Worship & Music
Vice President /
Welcome
Secretary/Learn
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Learn
Serve
Property
Safety
Serve
Serve
Youth

November 2019—Page 28

The MPLC Crafters Announce…

Christmas Boutique Sale
Saturday, November 23, 4:30—6:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 24, 8 a.m.—11 a.m.

Pillows
Snowmen
Ornaments
Trees
Baskets
and more!
In the narthex
Proceeds will benefit special
MPLC projects

