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From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone
I am a “J” on the Myers Briggs personality inventory, which
means I love a well-organized plan. Before I switched to keeping an
online calendar on my phone, I delighted each fall in getting my crisp,
new planner ready for the next year…transferring birthdates over in
green ink, church occasions in red ink, appointments in blue. As God
leads us into our second year of ministry together as pastor and congregation this September, it’s exciting to work with our staff and lay leaders
to lay out this next season of learning, worshipping, serving and community-building with you all.
One of the things we’re paying careful attention to this year is
giving you better tools and training to live out your faith each day. We’ll
be introducing a new faith practice regularly in a feature called “Faith in
Action”—a hands-on, try-it-yourself activity you can incorporate into
your daily life. This month we’re introducing the “Faith 5”…an end-ofday check in with people you care about. (Watch for the “Faith in Action” column in the weekly bulletin!)
We’re also redeveloping our Tuesday Bible study offering into
“Dwelling in the Word” on Tuesdays at 11 AM. I’ve met a number of
MPLC faithful who say they rarely open the Bible and aren’t sure how to
begin. This approach to Bible study focuses less on learning ABOUT the
Bible and more on listening for God’s voice speaking through God’s
Word. No advance knowledge needed! Everyone is invited to join us in
Fellowship Hall on Tuesdays at 11 AM starting September 10. (Note:
daytime sessions only.)
And starting this fall, adults will have TWO opportunities to grow
their faith during the Education hour on Sunday mornings. Our Adult
Education Speakers Forum will continue to gather in Fellowship Hall
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from 10—10:40 AM, with a variety of speakers and topics, including our
Quilters Ministry, Senior High Mission Trip, a first-hand account of the
impact of immigration changes, and a series on World Religions.
OR, join a smaller group in Mygatt’s (a large room on the same
level as the Fellowship Hall) for one of our short-term courses, beginning September 15 with Animate: Faith. Animate is a video-based series
featuring some of the church’s most provocative and forward-thinking
leaders. Carla Kovacs will convene this 7-week series that explores some
of the most central topics of Christianity. The class will meet on Sundays
from 10-10:40 AM in Mygatt’s (follow the signs!).
Now is a great time to re-engage with the faith community at
MPLC! We look forward to seeing more of you very soon!
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Beth Ann

Dwelling in the Word
Tuesdays at 11 AM, starting September 10
What if the Bible isn’t just a historical artifact to unpack but also the living Word of God speaking to the issues of our everyday lives? What if
you could find your own story in God’s story? What if you could hear
the voice of God through other people’s reactions to God’s Word?
That’s what we’re going to find out together this year as we shift into
“Dwelling in the Word”, a revamped yet ancient way of engaging with
scripture. We’ll meet with Pastor Beth Ann on Tuesdays at 11 AM (no
evening sessions) in Fellowship Hall, gather around tables (and coffee!),
and explore God’s Word together through listening, silence, questioning, sharing, and praying. No experience necessary! Scripture texts will
be provided.

Have YOU Logged in to REALM?
Please log into Realm by kick-off Sunday, September 8 to be entered
into a drawing to win an MPLC coffee mug and $25 SCRIP gift card of
your choice. Winner will be notified the following week. If you no longer have the log in email please contact Stephanie Buchanan at sbuchanan@mplc.us and she will get a new login email sent out to you.
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Sunday Morning Adult Education
Adults want to Grow in Faith, too!
Join one of our two weekly adult education opportunities on Sundays,
starting September 15, from 10-10:40 a.m.!
Meeting in Fellowship Hall, our Adult Education Speakers Forum features a variety of topics and leaders:
 September 15: Pastor Krista introduces the Faith 5, a Faith-in-Action
practice for you
 September 22: Pastor Nancy Eggert shares about the practice of Listening
 September 29: Learn how our Quilting Ministry makes a difference
in lives around the world.
 October 6: Hear from participants at our Senior High Mission Trip to
Toledo, Ohio
Meeting in Mygatt’s (large room behind the stone wall in Fellowship
Hall), Carla Kovacs leads Animate: Faith, a video-based small group series on the essentials of Christian faith.
God: Faith is a Quest (Brian McLaren)
Religion: Spirituality is Not Enough (Lillian Daniel)
Jesus: The Revolution of Love (Mark Scandrette)
Salvation: Abundant Life Now (Shane Hipps)
No sign-up necessary! Just come and stretch your faith on Sundays, beginning September 15!

DISCOVER MPLC - September 22, 9:50 a.m.
Know someone who’s considering becoming a new member of MPLC?
Invite them to join Pastor Beth Ann for a “Discover MPLC” session on
Sunday, September 22, at 9:50 a.m. in the sanctuary (worship space).
Participants will learn more about MPLC’s ministries and programs,
ways to get involved, and being part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America. Sign up by calling the church office at 634-6704, or sign up
online at signupgenius.com. (Click on the search symbol—a magnifying
glass—then search with the email address: info@mplc.us to find event
sign-ups.)
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Updated Email Addresses Needed!
MPLC recently updated its data management system to Realm. With an
invitation sent directly from Realm to your current email—connected to
your church record—you can log in to update your contact information, access your giving record, and even upload your own family or personal photo
for the soon-to-come online directory. Send updates for your current email
address
to
Stephanie
Buchanan,
MPLC
Business
Manager,
at sbuchanan@mplc.us Realm invites will be sent to all members with

active email addresses later in August.

Church Directory Photo Opportunities

September 14, 15
MPLC’s recent upgrade to the Realm data management system means
the development of our own online directory, accessible only to members. (Printed directories will also be made available later in the year
upon request.) Members may have their individual/family photograph
taken between worship services at church on Sunday, September
15; or on Saturday, September 14, before worship starting at 4
p.m. Members who log in to Realm via an email sent in late August can
also upload their own family or individual photos, if preferred. Say
“cheese” so we can all get to know our siblings in Christ at MPLC!

Don’t Need Offering Envelopes? Let Us Know!
As we get ready to order offering envelopes for 2020, it helps to know
when someone is no longer using them. Please let our office staff know
if you’d like to discontinue receiving offering envelopes. And thank you
to everyone who has taken advantage of giving your offerings online!
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2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly Summary of Actions
Gathering under the theme "We are church," voting members of the
2019 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) made a number of key decisions to further the mission and
ministry of this church. The assembly, the chief legislative authority of
the church, met Aug. 5-10 at the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee. More
than 900 voting members:
• Reelected on the first ballot the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton to a six-year
term as ELCA presiding bishop.
• Elected Deacon Sue Rothmeyer to a six-year term as ELCA secretary.
Rothmeyer, currently serving as executive for administration with the
Office of the Secretary, was installed during the assembly's closing worship on Aug. 10 and will begin her term Nov. 1.
• Approved the social statement "Faith, Sexism and Justice: A Call to
Action" and its implementing resolutions. The social statement, in part,
names patriarchy and sexism as sins and calls the church to action on a
range of issues, including gender-based violence, workplace discrimination and economic inequality.
• Adopted "A Declaration of Inter-Religious Commitment," which will
serve as church policy for inter-religious relations. The policy statement
was adopted with the witness of 39 ecumenical and inter-religious
guests in attendance.
• Approved the triennium budget for 2020-2022, which includes a current fund spending authorization of $68,378,325 for 2020, a current
fund income proposal of $68,442,034 for 2021 and $68,507,018 for
2022; and an ELCA World Hunger spending authorization of $21.5 million
2020, and an income proposal of $21.5 million for 2021 and for 2022.
• Adopted the "Strategy Toward Authentic Diversity in the ELCA,"
which consists of a report and recommendations on how the ELCA exhibits authentic diversity and formulates goals for racial diversity and inclusion.
• Witnessed the presentation of the "Declaration of the ELCA to People
of African Descent," which was accepted by the Rev. Lamont A. Wells,
president of the African Descent Lutheran Association (ADLA), and members of ADLA.
• Adopted 26 memorials en bloc, ranging in topics from gun violence
to engagement in the Holy Land and gender identity to seminary tuition.
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• Adopted a memorial that affirms the ELCA's long-standing commitment to migrants and refugees and declares the ELCA a sanctuary church
body.
• Adopted a memorial that calls for the development of a social statement and social message on the relationship of church and state.
• Adopted a memorial to encourage all synods and congregations to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the ELCA's ordination of women
in 2020, the 40th anniversary of the ordination of women of color in the
Lutheran tradition and the 10th anniversary of the ELCA's decision to remove barriers to ordination for people in same-gender relationships.
• Adopted a memorial to support the vision and goals of the Poor People's Campaign that align with the ELCA's social teachings.
• Adopted a series of amendments to the "Constitutions, Bylaws and
Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,"
including one that makes ordination the entrance rite for ministers of
Word and Service, and an amendment to no longer count deacons as
laypeople for representational principles.
• Adopted a resolution that committed the ELCA to support the World
Council of Church's "Thursdays in Black" campaign toward a world without rape and violence.
• Adopted a resolution to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance in the ELCA for the martyrdom of the Emanuel 9—the nine people
who were shot and killed June 17, 2015, during a Bible study at Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C.
• Adopted a resolution to condemn white supremacy, calling all ELCA
congregations to engage in a "study of the structures and rhetoric that
empower and fuel racism and white supremacy and to take to heart the
teaching of Scriptures, so we may all be better equipped to speak boldly
about the equal dignity of all persons in the eyes of God."
• Celebrated the end of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for
the ELCA, which concluded June 30 with nearly $250 million raised in
cash, multiyear commitments and planned gift commitments. At the
2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, voting members approved the $198
million campaign to help sustain and grow ministries of the church.
• Elected members to serve on the ELCA Church Council, churchwide
committees and churchwide boards, including Portico Benefit Services,
the Mission Investment Fund and 1517 Media.
###
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Thank You from Pastor Krista
August 1st marked 5 years of my being in ministry at the Spaceship
Church! I am so grateful to be at such a healthy, thriving church! I am
reaping the benefits of longevity- seeing kids grow up, seeing people of
all ages grow in faith, getting to know individuals and families within the
congregation and more! Thank you to everyone who came to celebrate
my 5 year anniversary with cake and warm wishes. I really enjoyed all
the “Sweet Sentiments” people wrote for me! It is a true blessing to be
your pastor! Looking forward to continuing in ministry alongside you!
Peace, Pastor Krista

Coffee Fellowship Time

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
All are welcome to join us on Sunday mornings for coffee,
treats and fellowship immediately following the 8:30 a.m. worship service. Our coffee is delicious! It’s fresh roasted each week by member
Curt Hubmann.
Fellowship Hall is located down two ramp levels from the sanctuary—just follow the crowd and join us!

Confirmation Launching for the 2019/20 Program Year!
Wednesday, September 18 is the first confirmation class of the year for
6th-8th grade! Join us for pizza and salad at 6:00 p.m. in fellowship hall.
Then class starts at 6:30 and goes until 8:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
Parents, please join Pastor Krista in the sanctuary at 7:15 p.m. for a
meeting.

September 2019—Page 9

Congratulations to Logan Kolaske who earned his Eagle Scout on August
17! Logan chose to do his Eagle Scout Project at MPLC. He and his troop
put many hours into raising the bricks so that people can see the path
of the labyrinth better! Logan is sitting on the bench surrounded by his
family, his Boy Scout Troop and friends who have supported him
throughout his journey.

High School Sunday School
High School Sunday School starts up again on Sunday, September 8! All
9th—12th graders are invited to join Scott Reske, Pastor Krista and a few
surprise guests along the way, every Sunday in the youth room, from
9:45—10:45 a.m. We’ll always have friends, snacks and a good time
talking about how our faith connects with our lives!
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VBS Wrap Up
This year we had close to 60 youth and nearly 40 volunteers attend our VBS program,
ROAR into a Royally Good Time at VBS. We
had so much fun learning all about some royals of the Bible and the Racine Zoo put on a
great program for us. Thank you to everyone
that took part in helping make this a successful year! We can not make this possible with out everyone’s help!
If you haven’t seen the VBS slideshow yet, head to our website and take
a look! https://spaceshipchurch.org/members/photo-album
Throughout the week we collected items each day for our community.
Here’s the results:
 1000 Feminine Hygiene Products for the Hospitality Center
 72 Boxes of Mac ‘n Cheese and/or Hamburger Helper for Holy Communion Food Pantry
 242 Underwear and/or Socks for youth 10-13 years old for SAFE
Haven
 656 Toilet Paper and/or Diapers Size 1-5, for HALO
In addition, the congregation also donated some of these items which
were added to the VBS collection. Thank you to ALL who helped serve
our community through these collections!

VBS Noisy Offering Results!

Collection to Benefit God’s Global Barnyard
We challenged the congregation to help us raise enough money to purchase an oxen and plow for $1000, as part of our VBS monetary collection. You came through big time! The congregation raised a total of
$1253.51! VBS children raised another $498.88, for a grand total of
$1752.39! That means there’s enough to purchase an oxen and plow,
plus 75 chicks! Thank you to all for your generosity to benefit the ELCA’s
God’s Global Barnyard program.
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A Note of Thanks, from VBS Coordinator, Rebecca Cairns
I would like to take a moment to personally thank a few people for their
amazing work and support this VBS. Thank you to Maria and Brad Lee
for painting our 3D giraffe. If you missed it, it has found a new home in
the Education Wing. It’s a must see!!! Thank you to Alex Dollar for her
continued help and support putting together our wonderful Bible story
lessons. Lastly, thank you to John Hilmer (my dad) for painting and
putting up our VBS backdrop of the safari sunset. I am so blessed to
have volunteers like you who help see a vision and make it happen!!!
Thank you to everyone that had a hand big or small in making VBS such
a fun week!

Kick-Off Sunday!
Sunday Church School returns on September 8
Kick-Off Sunday is right around the corner. Join us Sunday, September 8,
as we kick off the start of a new program year. Sunday Church School
will begin at 9:45 a.m. on September 8. This is a great day to invite your
friends to join in the fun. We are planning a fun back to church school
celebration in each of the Sunday School classrooms along with special
snacks and decorations! (Little Lambs will begin later in September.
Keep your eye out in the bulletin and emails for the specific start date.)

All Church Picnic on Kick-off Sunday
Beginning around noon on September 8 we will have a kick-off picnic!
Back again this year we will have a bounce house obstacle course and a
face painter! Church will provide brats and hot dogs, chips, and snocones. Please bring a dish to pass in a disposable container for easy
peasy clean up!

Third Grade Bibles

Sunday, September 15
This year our third grade youth will receive their Bibles on Sunday, September 15 at either worship service. During Sunday Church School our
third grade class will celebrate this faith milestone. We invite third
grade parents to join us during this time to explore this faith journey
with us.
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Action Territory!
On Friday, September 27 from 5:30-9:30 p.m., our 6th – 8th grade youth
are heading to Action Territory. We’ll meet at church at 5:30 and carpool there and we’ll return to church by 9:30 p.m. for pick up. Please
sign up online at www.signupgenius.com. Look for the search symbol,
then search with the email address: info@mplc.us There is also a permission slip that can be filled out online at our website, https://
spaceshipchurch.org/forms/youth-permission-slip/

When you give to our Endowment Fund beyond your regular
giving, you help build an organization that lasts. Since only a portion of
the fund is used each year, what you give grows. And what grows, sustains our mission at MPLC, as a permanent source of support.
To learn more about what our Endowment Fund does, or how
to donate to our Endowment Fund, or to request a grant from the fund,
please visit our page on the church website: https://
spaceshipchurch.org/endowment-fund-giving-options/
The next deadline for Endowment Fund Grant Requests is October 31.
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OUTREACH FOR HOPE FAMILY
BIKE RIDE REGISTRATION
NEARING DEADLINE!
Don’t miss out on the opportunity to join us
for the 12th annual Family Bike Ride. Register to ride, volunteer or be a virtual rider –
but do it soon! Registration is open until September 4. The Outreach for
Hope Family Bike Ride is celebrating Fun, Family, Faith, Fellowship and
FUNdraising for ministry at three great locations (including KENOSHA) on
September 7, 2019. Visit ofhbikeride.com to learn more and register.
With your participation, OFH can continue to fund ministries that serve
nearly 5,300 people each week.

Project Night

Friday, September 13
Come to work on any project (scrapbooking, stamping, painting, stitching, organizing) in Fellowship Hall on Friday, September 13 at 6:30 p.m.
There is plenty of space and lots of tables to work on. Come join this
great group for fun and fellowship!

Ladies’ Afternoon Social

Wednesday, September 18
The Ladies Afternoon Social will be meeting on Wednesday, September
18 at 1 p.m. Because fall is coming, think of baseball playoffs, football
games and tailgating. Things like popcorn, peanuts, cracker jacks and
perhaps ice cream. Tentative events include a Halloween party theme
on October 16, a salad luncheon on November 13 and on December 11,
Christmas cookies and working with Mark Trinklein for a special holiday
basket workshop. Details for those events will follow. See the signup
sheet in the Narthex.
Any questions contact Sue Hess
sushess1@wi.rr.com.
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RUNNERS/WALKERS WANTED!
MPLC TEAM FOR GREAT PUMPKIN RUN 5K
The Spaceship Church Team for the Great Pumpkin Run already has 14
members of all ages! Join our team for this 5K race at Swan’s Pumpkin
Farm in Franksville, Saturday, September 28 at 9:00 AM. Registration is
$40 through September 7, and includes race entry, lightweight tech
hoodie, finisher’s medal, race bib with chip timing, cup of apple cider at
finish line, small pumpkin to take home, and entry to the farm all day.
Grab a running buddy, and start hitting the trail! Sign up at https://
runsignup.com/Race/WI/Franksville/TheGreatPumpkinRun

A Book in a Biergarten

Thursday, October 17 at 6:30 p.m.
Petrifying Springs Biergarten
Plan to join us for our next book study with Director of Faith &
Life, Holly Hess! These events have been very well received so far!
“The Twible” is the next book we’ll discuss over drinks and snacks at the
Biergarten at Petrifying Springs. This book covers every chapter of the
Bible...in tweets! It’s a fast and easy read. In fact, you don’t need to
read it all—or in order, for that matter. Read a few “chapters” in the
carpool line, in the bathroom, before bed, during lunch. Circle the chapters you like best—those that are funny or that speak to you.
We’ll be ordering books through the church office at wholesale
pricing. To reserve your copy, add your name to sign up genius, or call
the church office at 634-6704. Order no later than SEPTEMBER 6. Payment (amount to be determined) is due at pick up. You will be notified
when the books arrive.
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Senior Choir Start Up

ROAR into Singing Praise and Thanksgiving to God!
It’s time for the Senior Choir to gather once again! All voices are
welcome to join us for our first rehearsal on Wednesday, August
28. We’ll start with a potluck supper at 6:15 p.m. in fellowship hall.
We’ll provide the main dish, desserts, and beverages. Please bring yourself, and a side dish or snack to share.
We’ll proceed to the choir room at 7 p.m. for rehearsal and we’ll
conclude the evening with desserts and a celebration of August and
September birthdays. If you intend to come, please sign up on the sign
up pillar in the narthex, or RSVP to Naomi. If you can arrive early or stay
late to help with set up or clean up, that would be great!
Thereafter, rehearsals will take place Wednesdays from 7—8:30
p.m. in the choir room. All are welcome to join us!
A Letter of Thanks from longtime members…
Dearest Mt. Pleasant Family,
Shortly after getting married, Russ and I moved to Caledonia in
1977. I was from Milwaukee, he a Caledoniaite, me after stepping away
from the Catholic church and Russ Wisconsin synod Lutheran Church.
After a thorough search we found a place to love and serve or Lord,
raise two sons in and richly become closer to God at Mt. Pleasant. We
are so thankful to have had the best church family ever!!!
As of September, we will be at 18392 Oconto Lane, Lakewood,
WI—from Memorial day—Labor Day (where familyBill, Brooke& Clementine have a place on Waubee Lake also and where we will be closer to
Joel and Philip). And we plan to be in Florida a good part of the rest of
the year, and hopefully will be able to visit you all also. But I had to
write and say a note of THANKS for all the prayers, friendship, insights,
care and millions of ways we were loved over the years. We will hold
you all in our hearts and please call any time for anything. (Contact the
church office for our phone number if needed).
God Bless, Cindy & Russ Skovsted
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OPEN TABLE—Last Sunday of the month
Our September Meal is Sunday, September 29
How to volunteer and donate for Open Table
Please visit our OPEN TABLE bulletin board area in the narthex—it’s on
the same pillar as the sign up area. Here, you’ll find all you need to
know about our next meal, volunteer needs and different ways you can
donate food items.
• Online Volunteer Sign ups: You may sign up online to volunteer for
Open table to work and/or donate food, through Sign up Genius. Go
to: signupgenius.com. (Click on the search symbol—a magnifying
glass—then search with the email address: info@mplc.us to find
event sign-ups.)
• Amazon.com Wish List: A “Wish List” has been created on Amazon.com which includes a list of specific items needed and the ability
to purchase online. If you’d like to help in this way, just log in and
choose what you’d like to donate and have it shipped right to
church!
Links to the Open Table Amazon wish list and the Open Table sign ups
can be found on our website under the “Helpful Links” section on the
sidebar, at https://spaceshipchurch.org

Joseph’s Granary at MPLC
Here’s how it works: Look for the Joseph’s Granary table in the narthex—
it’s right behind the curved Welcome Desk. Leave any extra garden produce there. MPLC members and guests are welcome
to take produce in exchange for a donation to the
food bank. Any leftover produce after the weekend
will be donated to the food bank. It’s a win-win!
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Racine ELCA Cluster Community Meal
at Living Faith Lutheran Church

Next Meal is November 10
YOUR HELP is needed to volunteer to donate food, and/or to prepare
food for community meals at Living Faith Church. We are responsible
for the meal dates shown above. Our NEXT MEAL is November 10.
Living Faith Lutheran serves a meal each Sunday evening, with a
different area church helping out each week. Donations of food can
be left in our church kitchen by 2:30 p.m. (please make sure you mark
them for Living Faith), or hot dishes can be dropped off at Living Faith
(2915 Wright Avenue.), at 4:00 p.m. Servers should arrive at 4:00 p.m.
Watch the weekly bulletin for sign up information. Thank you!
If you’d like to find out a little bit more of how you can share the light and
love of Jesus through service to others in this mission, shoot me (Chip
Lutz) an email at chip@unconventionalleader.com

Food Bank News and Needs
We were blessed another year to have the VBS sixth-graders
from MPLC spend a morning in the food pantry helping with various
jobs. Their enthusiasm and excitement are highly contagious and their
eagerness to come back again was touching to see. Thank you to Pastor
Krista Zimmerman for organizing the visit and to the students for their
hard work!
For the month of September, the pantry is asking for donations of the
following items:
Sept. 1 - tuna, pork & beans
Sept. 8 - egg noodles, side dishes (Suddenly Salad, Hamburger Helper,
etc.)
Sept. 15 - spaghetti, spaghetti sauce
Sept. 22 - cereal, jelly
Sept. 29 - pancake mix, syrup
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School & Health Kit Collection
DEADLINE is September 1
We continue to collect items for Lutheran
World Relief Health and School kits. Our goal
is enough supplies for 125 kits of each! However, we recently learned our
deadline is earlier than in the past. We need donations by SUNDAY, September 1, so items can be organized for shipping in early September. Look
for the donation box in the narthex, or entryway, near the spiral staircase.
Monetary donations to purchase supplies are also welcome.
There are special envelopes available at the long table in the narthex, near
the sign up table, which may be dropped in the offering plate. Thank you
for your help!
The following are items needed for School Kits:
•
102—Blunt scissors
•
71—30 centimeter rulers
•
89—Boxes of 16 or 24 crayons
•
264—Spiral notebooks (70 pages each)
•
109—Pencil sharpeners
•
243—Ball point Pens – No gel ink pens please
•
88—Erasers
•
332—Pencils
The following are the items needed for Health Kits:
•
40—Bath Towels (52” x 27”), lightweight & dark colors preferred
•
125—Combs, wide tooth - remove packaging
•
55—Metal nail files/nail clippers with files attached
•
216—Bath size (4-5 oz.) bars of soap in original packaging

Help Needed
Do you have a truck? Are you available Saturday, September 14?
We are looking for a few truck owners that are willing to help load
and deliver Lutheran World Relief quilts and school/health kits to
the train station in Sturtevant. If you can help, please contact
Becky Litwin blitwin@mplc.us or 634-6704.
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MPLC SCRIP…make mission happen!
SCRIP—for BACK TO SCHOOL and...MUCH MORE!
Choose from a large selection of cards we have on hand. OR, if we
don’t have it, order any of the cards from the huge list, for pick up the
following week.
If you’re not a SCRIP customer yet, what are you waiting for? It’s
easy! Just purchase gift cards for places you shop at or eat at every day—
like grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, Kohls, Target, etc. The retailer gives MPLC a rebate, while you get the full value of what you pay
for the gift card. Stop by the table on Sunday with any questions, or to
purchase your cards!
SCRIP Table Hours are Sundays from 9:30—10:15 a.m. Through September 1. As of September 8, hours are 9:30—11 a.m.
We’re located at the curved Welcome Desk in the entryway.

Holy Baptism at MPLC
Do you want to raise your child in the faith of Jesus Christ? Or do you, as
an adult, want to commit to a life of faith yourself through Holy Baptism?
Pastors Beth Ann and Krista are ready to walk with you (and your family)
as you explore a commitment to God’s baptismal promises and prepare
for this sacrament for you or your child. Please contact the church office
(262-634-6704) to set up a visit with one of the pastors and a tentative
date for a baptism during one of our weekend worship services. MPLC is
glad to welcome new life in Christ!
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Quilters News
The quilters will be starting again in September! We will be
meeting on Thursdays; September 12 and 26 from 9:00 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. in fellowship hall. We want to thank all of you for your donations of fabric and thread over the summer, it will help us to make quilts
for Lutheran World Relief this year! If you are looking for an easy volunteer job please join us on the second and fourth Thursdays to tie
quilts. Any questions contact Linda Berger at lwlkberger@gmail.com.

Crafters Corner
Do you like to craft? Do you like meeting new people?
It is the start of a new season, and if this is you, please consider joining the Mt. Pleasant Crafters. We are a fun group that meets
twice a month on Thursdays in Mygatts Corner, from 9 a.m.—Noon. All
craft supplies are provided and in November we have our annual fall
boutique sale with our awesome crafts that we make during the year.
All money raised is used for church projects and in the past we have
purchased a lifepack, a projector, a freezer and we provided some money for the new parking lot.
Please consider joining us in September on Thursdays; September 5 and 19 and bring your ideas for future craft projects. Any suggestions or questions, contact Donna Mullikin. Please contact the church
office at 634-6704 if you need Donna’s phone number.
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God’s Work, Our Hands Day of Service

Sunday, October 6
Coming soon…an all-church day of service, joining
with ELCA church members around the country making a difference in their communities. If you participated in either of the last two GWOH days, you know
that we’ll have several volunteer projects to choose
from! Watch for sign up information for these projects in the coming
weeks. Mark your calendars for this post-worship activity October 6th!
Here are the projects we have planned:
Prepare and assemble bag lunches to be later distributed downtown
Racine—we’re calling it “Flash Mob of LOVE!”
Organize clothing at the Hospitality Center

Habitat ReStore work project
Clean up outside around the church area
Watch for sign up and t-shirt information coming soon!
Mark your Calendars for October 6!

THRIVENT MEMBER? A CHANCE TO GIVE!
If you are a Thrivent member, you may not know of a benefit you could
use to further our mission at MPLC. Each Thrivent member can apply
online for two grants annually of $250 towards a “Thrivent Action
Team” project, an activity of service, fellowship, or outreach. Many of
our MPLC ministries qualify for such a grant, like special meals, service
projects, fundraising, and the like. If you are a Thrivent member and
would be willing to apply for a grant to support an MPLC project, please
let us know! We will call upon you when we have a project in mind, and
help walk you through the online application process. Thank you in advance!
Pastor Krista (kzimmerman@mplc.us)
Rebecca Cairns (rcairns@mplc.us)
Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us)
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ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
by John Berge

The recent Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelic Lutheran
Church in America, held in our northern suburb, Milwaukee, is a reminder that our congregation is a member of a much larger organization. The ELCA adopts policies and Social Statements by which we operate along with the Bible, the Creeds and Confessions of the Reformation. These statements and policies don’t always filter down to the
people in the pews (or those less frequently there).
One of the first Social Statements adopted by the newly merged
ELCA was entitled “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice”. This
was adopted by more than a two-thirds majority back on August 28,
1993 by the Churchwide Assembly in Kansas City, Missouri. Obviously
there have been many changes in how we care for or consider that creation in the ensuing years, and there have been other related resolutions passed in subsequent Assemblies, such as the Social Statement
“Genetics, Faith and Responsibility” adopted at the 2011 Churchwide
Assembly at which I was a delegate in 2011. A portion of this Statement
reads:
“This vocation (innovative stewards of creation) within God’s
creation means humans should not claim for themselves authority to
make decisions based solely on human interests. They should consider
both the integrity of the other participants in the community of life and
their tasks before God. The human vocation as innovative stewards
must be guided by the goal to respect and promote the earth’s abundance for the sake of the community of life.
“As one expression of human stewardship, this church affirms
science and technology as appropriate means to order and imagine,
nurture and invent.” There also was adopted at the same Assembly a
resolution strongly opposing any action of the church that would contribute to the extinction of any living species. (emphasis added)
But to get back to the 1993 Social Statement, a paragraph in the
Prologue states, “We of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America are
deeply concerned about the environment, locally and globally, as members of this church and as members of society. Even as we join the political, economics and scientific discussion, we know care for the earth is
a profoundly spiritual matter.”
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The Statement calls for Justice through Participation, Solidarity,
Sufficiency, and Sustainability. Such statements might be considered
weak on specifics, but that is what I have tried to add in these essays
over the past ten years. In the Commitments section the Statement
states, “As members of this church, we commit ourselves to personal
life styles that contribute to the health of the environment”. “As congregations and other expressions of the Church, we will seek to incorporate
the principles of sufficiency and sustainability in our life … We will undertake environmental audits and follow through with checkups to ensure our continued commitment.” Other commitments are a little longer, but well worth reading.
To read the texts of these and other Social Statements of the
ELCA, go to elca.org/socialstatements.
###
Environmental Stewardship Articles:
For many years, MPLC member John Berge has written a monthly column focusing on issues relating to caring for God’s earth, in terms of public policy options and personal ways we can aid in keeping the gift of God’s creation sustainable. The Committee meets with a consortium of other Racine Churches
quarterly to discuss ways to creatively leave a life filled creation to our children.

Have you noticed some
changes to this newsletter?
Be on the lookout for some BIG
changes to our website…
coming soon!

https://spaceshipchurch.org
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Worship Schedule—A Reminder
On Kick-off Sunday, September 8, we return to our regular worship
times for the program year.

Saturdays at 5 p.m.
Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

The High School Youth Group
Wants Your Aluminum Cans!

You Can Help Our Youth and the Environment at the Same Time!

Please remember to bring in your bagged empty aluminum soda
cans and put them by the soda machine in Fellowship Hall. It is a simple
way to raise lots of money for the high school summer trips, and care
for creation all at the same time.
We received another $12 for over 25 pounds of aluminum cans
that were donated to our high school youth group for the 2019 High
School Summer Trip to Toledo! (Our Super Grand Total is over $3,140!)
Please make sure there is NO GARBAGE in the bags. Also…
Please do NOT include any other type aluminum (aluminum foil, aluminum pie tins, etc.) or other recycling (plastic bottles, glass, paper,
etc.) in the bags, as the recycling center will not accept our recycling if
those items are included. Thank you!

Box Tops for Education
Please continue collecting the Box Tops for Education for West Ridge
School. (Please remember to check the expiration date!)
Collection box is on the long table in the narthex.

Phone – address - email Changes?
Please let us know!
If you have dropped your land line or your number has changed for any reason, please let the church office know. Please also notify us of any address
or EMAIL changes. Please call 634-6704 or send an e-mail to Becky Litwin
at blitwin@mplc.us and let us know of any changes.
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Church Office Hours
Church office hours are: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Fridays 9 a.m.—Noon. Appointments can always be made for other
times by calling the office or the pastors.

Church Office Closed on August 29
Please note the office will be closed on Thursday, August 29 for off-site
staff development.

DID YOU KNOW?
If you miss worship, you can tune in to our sermon recordings in the
podcast section of our website. Just go to:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/news/podcasts

Lost &

Found

There is a permanent Lost & Found area in the entry
way, behind the curved Welcome Desk. There’s been
lots of new additions lately...Please check it out!

DID YOU KNOW?
There’s a gold tab on the menu bar of our website that
says: “GIVE NOW”. Here, you can make a payment for your
weekly offering, you can pay for flowers, youth trips and
more.
Go to www.spaceshipchurch.org Or, from your smart phone,
click the QR code above to go directly to the online donation page.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Stephanie Buchanan at 634-6704 ext. 114 or sbuchanan@mplc.us. Thank you.
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September 1
Dave Cecchini
Karen Larsen
Jennie Jaquish
September 2
Natalie Braun
September 3
Laura Luehr
Jan Palenik
September 4
Larry Seaberg
September 5
Jon Goldsworthy
Richard Stearns
September 6
Bob Pulda
Karen Anderson
Christopher Cimbalnik
September 7
Kevin Bixler
September 8
Larry Berger
September 9
Matt Martin
Diane Poulsen
September 10
Brian Reynolds
Heidi Lawerenz
Manny Pedrosa
September 11
Sue Weishoff
September 12
Ann Reynolds
Doug Seeger
September 13
Geri Yates
Lynn Landish

September 14
Bea Olsen
Henry Richter
Sarah Aiello
September 15
Liz Kravig
September 16
Dee Craft
September 17
Sandy Lyden
Jean Ferraro
September 18
Tim Graves
LaValle Madsen
Connie Mallwitz
Kathy Moen
September 19
Dennis Basley
Bruce Jensen
Robyn Kolesar
John Hart
September 20
Kathy Kaesermann
Mary Schinker
September 21
Scott Swartz

September 22
Nancy Clausen
September 23
Jenniefer Fish
September 24
Donna Braaten
Dianna Zicarelli
Cheryl Maraccini
Dave Larsen
Jenni Stuebe
September 25
Bill Galis
Earle Pfefferkorn
September 26
Robert Gilkerson
September 27
Jon Main
Dan Hiatt
September 28
Lisa Hansen
Debbie Jankowski
Theo Abrahamson
September 29
Norn Hermann
Carolyn VanBeckum
Bill Mahoney
September 30
Mary Stoewe
Marianne LaCanne

Blessings

on your birthday!
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Baptisms
We recently welcomed into our baptized membership: ; Benjamin Thomas Richardson, son of Natalie Johnson and Joel
Richardson. Benjamin’s sponsors are Andrea Zimdars and Mosi
Forde.

Our sympathy and prayers go to: the family and friends of
Coleen Miller, who died on July 19; to Chris and Alex Dollar, Christopher and Abilene, on the death of father and
grandfather, David Dollar on July 28; to Marilyn Rossman,
Gary & Julie Rossman, Ben, Peter & Matthew, on the
death of husband, father and grandfather, Wayne
Rossman on July 22 and to Dan and Karen Larsen on the death of Dan’s
sister, Carol Zold, on August 2.

Please keep the following in your prayers:
Peter Stein, Letty Larson, Ross Larson, Sheila Johnson, Don
Mathson, Emily O’Connor, Ray Nellis, Ben Poulsen, Trina
Larsen, Karen Larsen, Ona May Brunsvold, Dick Jonas,
Dave Cecchini, Paul Taylor, Chris, Cara Lechtenberger,
Bonnie Belasic.

Newsletter Deadline—September 15
If you have a submission for the October Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter, please mark your calendars for Sunday, September 15 Please
email or drop off your articles in the church office by the end of the
day on the 15th, to Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!
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1700 S. Green Bay Road
Racine WI 53406
Phone: 262.634.6704

https://spaceshipchurch.org
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