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From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone

I’m excited to begin the season of Lent in March
with you all for the first time! Maybe celebrating Lent
doesn’t have the same prestige in the culture as does,
say, celebrating CHRISTMAS, but I find it to be a very meaningful time of
year for a faith community. This year in particular I hope you’ll decide to
dive deeper by taking part in our midweek Lenten services and related
bible studies, “Because God First Loved Us”.
Since I started at MPLC six months ago, I’ve been working (in my
head) on this series of bible texts and themes to help us imagine the
kind of community God is calling us to form and be as a church. It’s important work for us to do together, and part of discerning how God is
moving us forward in mission in our community.
Central to discovering Christ’s mission for us is to study God’s
Word together, and to think and talk about how it speaks to us today.
And the wonderful thing about studying the bible together is that doing
so also helps us build connections with each other. It’s a two-fer! We
grow closer to God and closer in community with our brothers and sisters in faith. That’s the power of God’s Word set loose among us!
Notice that our bible studies won’t be a pastor-led teaching
time, but bible study based in small groups and led by group members.
Which group members? Whichever member is open to leading that session! The leader’s guide for each session makes it easy for someone to
pick up and lead their small group in conversation, study and discernment.
We will offer two opportunities for small group bible studies at
church during Lent: on Sunday mornings during the Adult Ed hour (1010:40 a.m.) or at noon on Wednesday, following the 11 a.m. worship
service. But if you’ve got a group of church friends who’d like to meet at
another time and place, don’t let me stop you! In fact, we’ll provide you
with all the materials you need to meet at someone’s house, at a coffee
shop, or even the library. This is a short-term commitment (5 sessions)
that most of us can make room for in our busy schedules.
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I hope you’ll join me this Lent on Wednesdays and Sundays for worship,
fellowship, and study. And may we be opened…to connect, with God
and with each other!
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Beth Ann

LENT 2019
“Because God First Loved Us.”
Lent is a time to focus on deepening our relationships with God and
each other. And this Lent, we will do just that through an ALL-CHURCH
SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY! If you’ve never been in a small group bible
study before, not to worry; there’s a place for you! Each midweek Lenten worship service will focus on a Bible passage about God’s love.
Afterward, you’re invited to join with a small group to explore that Bible
passage and what it’s saying to you and to our congregation. You can
invite your friends to come together to form a group or help us form
small groups at our gatherings on Wednesdays at noon or Sundays at
10 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Leader guides will be provided. No experience necessary!
• Wednesdays at 11 a.m. or 6:30 p.m.: Midweek Lent Worship
(starting March 13)
• Wednesdays at Noon: “Pick up” Small Groups meet in Fellowship
Hall for Soup and Bread Lunch (starting March 13)
• Sundays at 10 a.m.: “Pick up” Small Groups meet in Fellowship Hall
(starting March 17)
• On Your Own: your small group meeting weekly in homes, restaurant, or other space (time/date/place TBD, meet starting March 13)
Week 1

Psalm 139

“Fearfully and Wonderfully Made”

Week 2

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

“Two are Better than One”

Week 3

1 Corinthians 12:14-26

“Belonging to the Body”

Week 4

Acts 8:26-40

“What Can Stand in the Way?”

Week 5

Luke 14:1, 7-14

“Blessed because They Cannot Repay
You”
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Ash Wednesday Worship – March 6
11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin
our journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. During Lent the people
of God will reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christ’s death
and resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and
frailty. What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each
day a new beginning, in which we are washed in God’s mercy and forgiveness. With the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal
that flows from the springtime Easter feast to come.

Midweek Meals in Lent
Wednesdays: March 13, 20, 27, April 3,10
This Lent join us for midweek worship at 11 a.m. Wednesdays, followed
by a simple meal of bread and soup and small group bible study at
noon. Or join us for supper on Wednesdays starting at 5:30 p.m. followed by worship at 6:30 p.m. Suppers will be provided, and a freewill
offering will be received. Donations of desserts are welcome!
Help is needed to set-up/clean-up for noon or evening meals, or to provide soup or desserts. To help, please call the church office or go to signupgenius.com to let us know! https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a094cafa829a4fc1-lent

Lent Devotions available – Booklets and Online
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6, 2019 and
continues to Holy Week (Easter Sunday is April 21). As in the past, MPLC
is offering free devotional booklets from Augsburg Fortress, “Lasting
Hope” based on the book of Psalms. Booklets are now available at the
Welcome Center for you to pick up.
Another devotional resource is a free, daily email devotion from Outreach for Hope. These uplifting and thought-provoking devotions,
themed “Hope for the Journey”, have been written by Greater Milwaukee Synod lay leaders and pastors, representing both Outreach for
Hope-funded ministry churches, Partner churches, and others. To sign
up here to receive these devotions: Outreachforhope.org/lentendevotions.
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This year, our Midweek Lenten Offerings will support our
brothers and sisters at Emaus ELCA congregation in Racine.

Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Beth Ann
The last Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Beth Ann will
take place February 26, eight days before Ash
Wednesday and the start of Lent. See the Lent articles
in this newsletter for information on joining us for
small group Bible studies at 10 a.m. Sundays or noon
Wednesdays, starting March 10 or 13, respectively.

Adult Ed, Sundays from 10—10:40 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Speaker Series Schedule for March:
Join us for coffee and refreshments in the Fellowship Hall starting at
9:30 a.m. Sundays, then stay for Adult Ed! Here’s the topics for March:
• March 3: A guided tour of our pipe organ, with Michael Becker.
There’s a lot more to our amazing pipe organ than meets the eye!
We’ll meet in fellowship hall, then we’ll head up to the sanctuary to
explore the organ console, we’ll hear and see the different types of
pipes and how they work, and we’ll get to explore the pipe room.
Here, you can see what it looks like behind the pipes. There will also
be opportunity for casual discussion about church music styles.
• March 10: Pastor Beth Ann leads this session, “You Don’t Have to be
an Expert to Lead a Small Group!” Come and learn how the small
group Bible studies will unfold for the rest of Lent, and learn some
tips of the trade for helping your small group flourish!
• March 17: Come downstairs and join a small group meeting around
the tables for our first Lent Bible study, “Fearfully and Wonderfully
Made”, based on the worship text from last Wednesday.
• March 24: It’s not too late to get in on a small group Bible study of
last Wednesday’s worship text, “Two are Better than One”. New
participants are welcome!
• March 31: Week 3 of our Lent Bible study series will look at last
Wednesday’s worship text, “Belonging to the Body”. There’s always
room for more in these small groups!
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Highlights from Annual Meeting held February 10
The annual meeting of the congregation was held at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, February 10 in Fellowship Hall. President David Santalucia thanked
outgoing Congregation Council members Barb Galis, Casey McIntosh,
Kurri Cecchini, and Financial Secretary Ryan VanDeLoo for their service.
By unanimous consent, the congregation elected the following new
Council members: Kristi Barrett, Dennis Martin (both 3-year terms), and
Ben Brussat (one-year term). Yolanda Lewis and David Santalucia were
each re-elected to a second 3-year Council term. Ryan VanDeLoo & Carol Wiechers were elected to the Nominating Committee (2-year term),
and Sharon Nyman to the Endowment Fund Board (5-year term). Treasurer Larry Berger reported the congregation finished 2018 with a $4,000
surplus over expenses, which was earmarked for needed repairs in the
narthex. Giving to the mortgage exceeded mortgage payments made in
2018 by $9,000 which was added to mortgage reserves. (Council to determine how to proceed with mortgage reserves after the end of the 3year pledging cycle in 2020.) The congregation adopted the proposed
2019 budget as presented. David Zuelke, speaking for the Endowment
Fund Board, shared how the Fund provided a $1,000 grant to the Hospitality Center of Racine. Holly Hess, who initiated the grant proposal, described how this grant will be used by the Center to purchase 66 ten-day
bus ride passes and 333 daily bus passes for those guests in need of
transportation to job interviews/Open Table/work/etc. To view a PDF of
the 2018 Annual Report and 2019 Budget, click on the link found on this
page: https://spaceshipchurch.org/about-mplc/congregation-council/

Congregation Council Organizes for Ministry Leadership
MPLC’s Council is starting in a new direction this year with transitions in
leadership. Rather than working as a group of committee chairs, the
Congregation Council is living into their role as representative leaders of
the whole congregation, helping the pastors chart a course for the mission and ministries of the whole church. Each Council member will continue to relate to one or more ministry areas but won’t necessarily be
the primary leader responsible for that area. Instead, new Ministry
Teams are being formed, led jointly by members and staff, to discern
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God’s mission for each area of ministry, set goals and make plans to
reach them. The first to be formed will be the Serve, Learn, and Welcome Ministry Teams. Later, Care and Connect Teams will also be
formed. Some existing ministries will continue to be led by Committees:
Youth, Worship & Music, Property, and Safety. If you have questions
about a ministry, you may contact the Council member who relates to it
or any other Council member for more information.
###

Sharing Our Gifts – Offering Our Time/Talents
How is God gifting you today? How might you share your gifts of time
and talent through the church, to help MPLC carry out Christ’s mission
in our community? Each weekend dozens of volunteers contribute time
and talents to make it possible for hundreds to worship God together.
Dozens more share their faith regularly through teaching, hosting,
repairing, praying, and in many other ways. What a great design
for
the
church—interconnected
and
interdependent!
Just as we ask you to make a financial commitment to give to God
through the church, we also ask you to commit to giving of your time
and talents to God through the church. This year, you can make this
commitment through a quick online survey found here: https://goo.gl/
forms/jhBFArtJXCeNC6Bi1 A printed version of the survey is also available at the church.
Not sure what your gifts are? Try taking this online Spiritual Gifts Inventory to figure out how God’s Spirit has gifted you for ministry: https://
tinyurl.com/jyeue5g

Thrivent Members can designate 2018 Choice Dollars
until March 31
Did you know some Thrivent members can select MPLC (or another 501
(c)(3) nonprofit or congregation) as a designee of “Choice Dollars” provided by Thrivent in their name? Member eligibility for this benefit is
determined monthly and reevaluated on an annual basis. Those eligible
to designate Choice Dollars have until March 31 to recommend a recipient for 2018. For more information go to www.thrivent.com.
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Coffee Fellowship Time
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
All are welcome to join us on Sunday mornings for coffee,
treats and fellowship immediately following the 8:30 a.m. worship service. Our coffee is delicious! It’s fresh roasted each week by member
Curt Hubmann. Come for coffee—stay for Adult Ed!
Fellowship Hall is located down two ramp levels from the sanctuary—just follow the crowd and join us!

In February, we welcomed the following new members to
MPLC. We’re so glad to have them all!

Sam & Sue Balian
Mary Sollman
Amy & Fritz Obernberger,
Victoria and Olivia

Marie & Dennis Persinger

Joanne Reilley & Scott Swartz
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Diane & Ben Poulsen

Cora Ficklen, Karen Stein

Karl-John Stone, Henry and Liam
Not Pictured:
Angie & James Hrouda, Larkin, Charlotte and Russell
Jeff & Cindy McCarrier, Ava

4th & 5th Grade News
4th and 5th Grade Cookie Baking
Join us on Saturday, March 16 to bake cookies in the church kitchen
from 10 a.m.—noon! Wendy Kauten will be bringing all the cookie
cutters and decorations! We will cut, bake and decorate cookies and
make cards. At 11:30 we will deliver the cookies to the nursing home
across the street from the church.
Sign up at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70A094CAFA829A4FC1-4thand1 We could
use a few parents to help us and drive! See Pastor Krista with questions!
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Sunday Church School News
Family Fun Night—Friday, March 29
This Lenten themed Family Fun Night is just what your family needs!
Join us for tons of fun on Friday, March 29. Dinner will be served at 5:45
p.m. This event is geared to families with children age 5th grade and
under. You can sign up online by clicking here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a094cafa829a4fc1-family

New to MPLC?
• Sunday Church School takes place on Sunday mornings from
9:45—10:45 a.m., for 3 yr. old – High School. All are welcome to join
at any time. The education wing is located on the lowest level of the
church—3 ramp levels down from the sanctuary. For questions, contact director of youth education, Rebecca Cairns at rcairns@mplc.us
•

Little Lambs is a special class for children under three years old,
and their parent/s. It takes place in the library (in
the education wing), from 10—10:40 a.m. on Sundays. There’s a story, snack and crafts—great fun
for kids and parents!

Save the Date!
Vacation Bible School
August 5-8
from 9:00 a.m. – Noon
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Confirmation / Middle School News
Confirmation
Our final Confirmation Class for the 2018-19 school year is February 27.
Then we look forward to seeing our confirmation families at Lenten midweek services starting March 6 with Ash Wednesday. Then there are
Lenten services on March 13, 20, 27 and April 3, 10. Maundy Thursday,
April 18 and Good Friday, April 19, also count as midweek services. All
evening services start at 6:30 pm.

Middle School Game Night at Church!
All 6-8th graders are invited to church on Friday, March 1 from 6:30—
9:30 pm! We’ll have a taco bar for dinner. Then we’ll play fun running
around the church games like hide and seek, sardines and more! Or
bring a board game to share! Sign up on the pillar in the entryway. See
Pastor Krista with questions.

High School News
Toledo!
High School Summer Trip Information
Thank you to all who supported our love/ Valentine’s Day themed bake
sale in support of our youth going to Toledo this summer for a mission/
outdoor adventure trip! We raised $468.30!
For all Youth and Adult Trip Participants—Our next group builder is
Sunday, March 17 from noon-2 p.m. in fellowship hall. Come help us
plan the trip and get ready for it!

Carthage College Event on March 30
The Center for Faith and Spirituality at Carthage College has invited our
High School youth from 9 a.m.—3 p.m. on Saturday, March 30. We will
worship, play games, eat lunch, and spend some time learning/talking
together about faith in college. Please sign up on the pillar in the entryway! See Pastor Krista with any questions.

High School Sunday School
Youth in grades 9-12 are invited to join Scott Reske and Pastor Krista in
high school Sunday school every week from 9:45-10:45 a.m. We’re all
about connecting faith and life!
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Fun & Fellowship
Project Night AND Day, Friday, March 15 and Saturday, March 16
Come to work on any project (scrapbooking, stamping, painting,
stitching, organizing) in Fellowship Hall on Friday, March 15 at 6:30
p.m. Then, come back for project day, on March 16 starting at 9 a.m.
There is plenty of space and lots of tables to work on. Come join this
great group for fun and fellowship!

MPLC Ladies Afternoon Social—March 19
Due to lent activities on Wednesdays, the MPLC Ladies afternoon social
will meet on Tuesday, March 19 at 1 p.m. in fellowship hall. Join us for
fellowship, some lively conversation and dessert and beverage. We will
be playing an abbreviated version of St. Patrick’s Day Trivia. See the
sign up sheet in the Narthex. Any questions contact Sue Hess at 8861430 or suehess1@wi.rr.com.

MPLC Wine Tasting Event – Saturday, March 23
High School Summer Trip Fundraiser
Join us for a wine tasting on Saturday, March 23 from 7—9 p.m. at
Uncorkt, 240 Main St., Racine. Sample a variety of wines, snack on appetizers and enjoy time to socialize with friends. Beer, soda and bottled
water will also be available. Proceeds will benefit the MPLC High School
Youth summer service/adventure trip to Toledo, OH. Tickets are $20 in
advance ($25 at the door) and are available in the narthex at the SCRIP
table, for purchase.
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MPLC Women’s Retreat
March 22/23, 2019
Lutherdale Bible Camp, Elkhorn, WI
Women of MPLC—make plans to join us at our annual
Women’s Retreat at Lutherdale! It’s a great way to take some time for
yourself, to relax, and to connect with other women from MPLC!
Adult women guests are welcome.
Cost is $50 each and includes three meals, lodging, programming and snacks. RSVP on signupgenius.com by March 6. Here’s the
link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A094CAFA829A4FC1-annual
Or, call the church office at 634-6704. Pre-payment is required at time
of sign up, which is non-refundable after March 8. You can pay online
on our website: https://spaceshipchurch.org . Once there, just click the
“GIVE NOW” tab to pay for the retreat. Or you can pay by cash or check
at church. Payment envelopes are available at the long table in the narthex.
If you’ve never been to this retreat before and have questions,
feel free to contact Faith and Life Coordinator, Holly Hess at 414-5509461, or call the church office.

“A Book in a Bar”
Book Discussion on Thursday, March 28 at Buckets Pub
Join Holly Hess, Director of Faith and Life, on March 28 at 6:30 p.m. at
Buckets Pub, 2031 Lathrop Ave., Racine. Holly will lead a discussion on
the book “Accidental Saints” by Nadia Bolz-Weber. This book does
have adult content and adult language, but is a very fast read that addresses important topics about who we are as a church. Please purchase the book on your own. Sign up online by clicking here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a094cafa829a4fc1-abookin
Sign up is encouraged but not necessary. Friends are welcome. Join us
for some good conversation and maybe some chicken wings!
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MPLC Endowment Committee News
By Bruce Lingsweiler, Committee Chair
The Endowment Fund is once again open for Grant requests!
If you have questions on how to apply, visit our church Website to pick
up an Application for Funds Form and submit the form to the Mount
Pleasant Lutheran Church Charitable Endowment Fund. Requests
should directed toward programs that will extend our church’s ministries, promotion of advanced education for seminarians or students
attending ELCA colleges, or programs that advance local missions.
Sponsorships or support for the request must come from an individual
or group within the congregation. Submission deadlines are April 30 and
October 31, with review and distribution of any approved programs by
late June and early December.
The form is simple and requests the name of the individual or
organization within the church applying for the funds, the program and
purpose for needing the funding and why MPLC Endowment Fund
should assist in funding the request. The fund is fully functioning and is
able to both ACCEPT AND DISTRIBUTE CONTRIBUTIONS!! When you give
to our Endowment Fund beyond your regular giving, you help build a
church that will last. Since only a portion of the fund is used each year,
what you give grows and what grows, sustains our mission as a permanent source of support.
Any questions contact members of the Endowment committee
for additional information. Bruce Lingsweiler – Chair, Dave Zuelke –
Treasure, Carol Hogue – Secretary, Gary Rossman, Ryan VanDeLoo, Financial Adviser.
For more information or for a printable application form, see our
website page at:

https://spaceshipchurch.org/endowment-fund-giving-options

NOISY OFFERING UPDATE!
Our Noisy Offering on January 26/27, raised a total of $962 for the purchase of batting for our quilters, who make 100+ quilts each year for
Lutheran World Relief. Thank you to all who supported the quilters with
your noisy and your quiet, change!
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Social Ministry News
OPEN TABLE

How to volunteer and donate for Open Table
Please visit our OPEN TABLE bulletin board area in the narthex—it’s on
the same pillar as the sign up area. Here, you’ll find all you need to
know about our next meal, volunteer needs and different ways you can
donate food items.
• Online Volunteer Sign ups: You may sign up online to volunteer for
Open table to work and/or donate food, through Sign up Genius. Go
to: signupgenius.com. (Click on the search symbol—a magnifying
glass—then search with the email address: info@mplc.us to find
event sign-ups.)
• Amazon.com Wish List: A “Wish List” has been created on Amazon.com which includes a list of specific items needed and the ability
to purchase online.
Links to the Open Table Amazon wish list and the Open Table sign ups
can be found on our website under the “Helpful Links” section on the
sidebar, at https://spaceshipchurch.org
Open Table is the Last Sunday of each month. Meal Dates for the next
two months are: March 31 and April 28.
Thank you to all who help make Open Table possible!

Racine ELCA Cluster Community Meal
at Living Faith Lutheran Church—Next Meal is March 10
2019 Meal Dates: March 10, April 14, June 9, August 11, November 10
YOUR HELP is needed to volunteer to donate food, and/or to prepare
food for community meals at Living Faith Church. We are responsible
for the six meal dates shown above. Our NEXT MEAL is March 10.
Living Faith Lutheran serves a meal each Sunday evening, with a
different area church helping out each week. Donations of food can
be left in our church kitchen by 2:30 p.m. (please make sure you mark
them for Living Faith), or hot dishes can be dropped off at Living Faith
(2915 Wright Avenue.), at 4:00 p.m. Servers should arrive at 4:00 p.m.
Click here to sign up online: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a094cafa829a4fc1-community2 Thank you!
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MPLC SCRIP…make mission happen!

SCRIP WORKS!
In 2018, SCRIP sales at MPLC generated $3500.00 in rebates for Youth
Mission Programs here at MPLC! Thank you to all who have purchased
Gift Cards for Gas, Groceries, Dining Out and Shopping! Please stop by
and see us in the narthex if you have any questions about how to start
purchasing Gift Cards through Scrip. It is by far the easiest way to raise
funds four our youth.

If you’re a regular or occasional SCRIP customer—
Thank You!
If you’re not purchasing gift cards through the SCRIP
program, why not give it a try?
It’s easy! Just purchase gift cards for places you shop at or eat at every
day—like grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, Kohls, Target, etc.
The retailer gives MPLC a rebate, while you get the full value of what
you pay for the gift card.
SCRIP Table Hours are Sundays from 9:30—11 a.m.
We’re located at the curved Welcome Desk in the entryway.

Quilter’s Corner
The Quilters were so pleased and appreciative of the generosity
and support of the congregation with the Noisy Offering. We
earned $962 for buying batting. We will be able to buy batting for a couple of years. Thank you so much! We also want to thank those of you
who have donated fabric, especially Emma Graves. Please continue to
think of us if you have fabric or cotton crochet thread you would like to
donate. If you are interested in helping to make quilts for Lutheran
World Relief, join us on Thursdays; March 14 and 28 at 9 a.m. in fellowship hall. Any questions contact Linda Berger at 262-456-4779 or
lwlkberger@gmail.com
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Crafter’s Corner
Our crafting dates in March will be Thursdays; March 7
& 21 in Mygatts Corner at 9 a.m. We’ll be working on some
awesome new ideas! If you love to craft, we can always use additional
hands. We are a small group who not only enjoy crafting, but also food,
fun and fellowship! Questions? Please contact Donna Mullikin at 262554-8872.

Food Bank News and Needs
For the month of March, the food pantry is asking for these items:
March 3 - tomato soup, saltines
March 10 - pancake mix, syrup
March 17 - SpaghettiOs, macaroni & cheese
March 24 - egg noodles, cereal
March 31 - chicken noodle soup, pork & beans
Thanks to all who contributed to the Souper Bowl event. The Los Angeles Rams were favored to win the Super Bowl by all the participating
churches, (Mt. Pleasant Lutheran, Christ Church United Methodist, and
Holy Communion). The New Orleans Saints got several votes too and
they were favored over the Patriots too! The New England Patriots ultimately won the football game but the food pantry and its clients were
the real winners in our game. Thanks to all who played!
Available NOW—handmade dishcloths, at the long information table in
the narthex. Great little gifts for you or a friend! Yours for a donation to
the food bank. See details at the table display in the narthex.

Our “Mittens & More”, project, located in fellowship hall, is designed to
provide mittens, hats and scarves for children and adults in need. If you
like to knit or crochet, (or sew with fleece) take some yarn home to
make hats, mittens and/or scarves. Bring them to MPLC and place on
the mitten display area. If you are a social worker, a teacher or a volunteer who works with those who could benefit from these items, please
take some to share. Questions? Call the church office at 634-6704.
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Care of God’s Creation
by John Berge
Mail boxes are full of alluring letters from lawn care companies
and colorful plant and seed catalogs. The astronomical start of spring, if
not the meteorological signs on the thermometer, will come just after the
middle of this month of change. And I wonder whether the piles of snow
in the front yard will be gone by the solstice rather that the equinox.
But spring will come and many of the gardeners and lawn owners
will be eager to get out and work in the yard, or as I like to say, “play in
the dirt”. (I have long felt these activities can save a lot of visits to a psychiatrist.) Especially those who took my advice last fall to procrastinate in
the cleanup of garden beds and under the shrubbery will have plenty to
do and to enjoy.
When you start cleaning up the gardens and lawn, take time to
observe what has been going on under those leaves and dried-up plants.
See the holes in the dirt as beneficial insects come out of their underground hibernation. Note the larva and chrysalises of this year’s butterflies and moths clinging to the old stalks. Observe how the winter’s
browns become the spring’s greens and brighter colors in the early flowers.
If you don’t currently have compost piles or bins, now would be a
good time to start one or more. The organic matter which protected the
wintering plants and animals can now be composted into great additions
to the soil and free mulch for around the bases of shrubs and other
plants. Try to keep the weed seeds out of the compost piles, since in Wisconsin, compost piles rarely get hot enough to kill those seeds and your
mulch may spread weeds rather than minimize them.
If you buy new plants or seed, locally or from those very enticing
catalogues, check if they have been treated with neonicotinoids, a systemic insecticide which has been increasingly connected with honey bee
die-off and attacks on our native bee populations. A possible change of
vendor should be considered.
Lawns should be tested before any additional fertilizer is applied,
but this is seldom done. Most applications are excessive and end up fertilizing our lakes, rivers and streams. The first of August marks the fifth anniversary of the time when Toledo, Ohio, had to shut down its entire water system for four days because of toxic “algae” which took over
that end of Lake Erie. This was due mostly to agricultural run-off, because
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phosphorus had been removed from most lawn fertilizers after a smaller
water system had similarly been shut down a few years before. Some of
our youth and their leaders will be traveling this summer to Toledo and
may be able to see the problems that smaller Great Lake is already experiencing.
The ways we take care of our lawns and gardens have environmental consequences far beyond the depth of the green, the brightness
of the flowers and the freshness of the produce. Good environmental
stewardship means we seriously consider these consequences.
###

Environmental Stewardship / Care of God’s Creation Articles:
For many years, MPLC member John Berge has written a monthly column focusing on issues relating to caring for God’s earth, in terms of public policy options and personal ways we can aid in keeping the gift of God’s creation sustainable. The Committee meets with a consortium of other Racine Churches
quarterly to discuss ways to creatively leave a life filled creation to our children.

Did you know?
We have a number of members who care for God’s Creation through
environmentally friendly practices here at church. This month,
we recognize:

Burt Blomgren
Burt is an avid gardener. Each year, as needed, he collects used foliage
from in and around the church, and composts the plants. Many thanks
to you, Burt!

The High School Youth Group Wants Your Aluminum Cans!
You Can Help Our Youth and The Environment at the Same Time
Please continue to donate your cans to benefit our high school
youth group for the 2019 High School Summer Trip to Toledo!
Just bring in your bagged empty aluminum soda cans and put
them by the soda machine in Fellowship Hall. Please make sure there is NO
GARBAGE in the bags. Also…Please do NOT include any other type aluminum (aluminum foil, aluminum pie tins, etc.) or other recycling (plastic
bottles, glass, paper, etc.) in the bags, as the recycling center will not accept our recycling if those items are included. Thank you!
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Music News
•

•

Senior Choir: Anyone high school age and above is welcome to join
the senior choir at any time. Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings at
6:45 p.m. in the choir room. (7:15 p.m. start time during Lent).
Questions? Contact our choir director, Dr. Eduardo Garcia-Novelli at
eduardo@mplc.us
Bell Choir: The senior bell choir meets Tuesday evenings at 6:30
p.m. For questions contact director Greg Schroeder at 262-4964354 or email: gschroeder89@gmail.com

Phone – address - email Changes?
Please let us know!
If you have dropped your land line or your number has changed for any reason, please let the church office know. Please also notify us of any address
or EMAIL changes. Please call 634-6704 or send an e-mail to Becky Litwin
at blitwin@mplc.us and let us know of any changes.

Lost &

Found

There is a permanent Lost & Found area in the entry
way, behind the curved Welcome Desk. There’s been
lots of new additions lately...Please check it out!

DID YOU KNOW?
There’s a gold tab on the menu bar of our website that says:
“GIVE NOW”. Here, you can make a payment for your weekly
offering, you can pay for altar flowers, youth trips and more.
Go to www.spaceshipchurch.org Or, from your smart phone, click the
QR code above to go directly to the online donation page.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Stephanie Szabo at 6346704 ext. 114 or sszabo@mplc.us. Thank you.

Box Tops for Education
Please continue collecting the Box Tops for Education for West Ridge
School. (Please remember to check the expiration date!)
Collection box is on the long table in the narthex.
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Happy Birthday to the following
MPLC members!
March 1
Russ Fergus
Chris Nielsen
Erin Shefky
March 2
Kathy Murdoch
Ralph Gentile
Bryan Murdoch
March 3
Jenny Kaydo
March 4
Connie Syslack
Chris Christensen
Brandon Boerner
March 5
Gary Francis
Darlene Commodore
Michelle Robinson
March 6
Sue Freeze
Josh Johnson
Jenny Maier
March 7
Bob McGregor
Joyce Malko
Pat Jensen
March 9
Kristine Shirk
Sue Hess
March 11
Scott Lehmkuhl
Sue Schacht
Jan Abrahamson
March 12
Jeanne Main

March 13
Ruth Ann Miller
Elaine Klandrud
Scott Reske
March 15
Claranna Vytlacil
Dave Brussat
Ryan VanDeLoo
March 16
Phyllis Fergus
Janelle Schowalter
Victor Mitmoen
March 17
Dave Cawley
Betty Moretti
Ana Wiechers
March 18
Pat Keller
Pat Madsen
Jeri Scott
Renee Beck-Santiago
Karen Tyykila
March 19
Gina Godlewski
Mark Trinklein
March 20
Rick VanSwol
March 21
Bonnie Anderson
Burt Blomgren
Ken Flones
March 22
Gary Scott
Barb Welch
Allison Stephans

March 23
Dale Armbruster
March 24
Dave Banks
Corky Nelson
Barb Daanen
Ashley Wesley
March 26
John Finger
Russ Skovsted
Wendy Kauten
March 27
Lois Solberg
Brittney Kisley
Danielle Waterworth
March 28
Gary Cooper
Maxine Silvius
Harold Solberg
Dan Moen
March 29
Sue Cooper
Jacqueline Haid
March 30
Kathy Kusters
Amy Malczewski
March 31
Frank DeCesaro
Janell Smith
Mike Shefky
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From the Dominican Republic, to Racine
A Story about Coffee at MPLC, by Julie Rossman
Fresh roasted coffee, sourced from small farms throughout the
world, has been a special tradition for coffee fellowship time at MPLC, ever
since Pastor David Echelbarger, now retired, introduced his fresh roasted
coffee to parishioners when he began at MPLC in 2008. During his tenure at
MPLC, he mentored several members who took on an interest in the home
coffee roasting hobby.
Curt Hubmann says he became interested in coffee roasting because
of Pastor Dave, and because of his home beer-brewing hobby. “Many times
you can get better and different flavors when you do it yourself,” Hubmann
said of both hobbies. Thankfully, for the coffee lovers of MPLC who had
come to appreciate the fresh roasted brew each Sunday, Hubmann agreed to
roast for the church upon Pastor Dave’s retirement in 2017.
On a recent vacation to the Dominican Republic with his wife, Barb,
Curt Hubmann says he wasn’t necessarily thinking about coffee when they
chose the vacation spot. However, while there, they went on a ziplining expedition. Upon landing, he discovered wild coffee trees with both blossoms and
ripe coffee cherries. He says he was surprised to learn that the coffee cherries are harvested twice a year there. “There’s lots of sun energy that goes
into those plants,” Hubmann said.
The coffee tree discovery led to an online search of local coffee
farms. Hubmann eventually found a source in Mississippi, that sells beans
from the Dominican Republic, from a farm which Hubmann says was near to
the resort where he and his wife stayed. He decided to order some beans
from there.
On Sunday, March 10, the coffee of the day will be Dominican Republic Organic Ramirez Honey Process. A
full description of the coffee and the
farm, follows this article.
Whether you’re a regular to
coffee fellowship or not, be sure to
join us March 10. Curt will prepare a
display of both green and roasted
coffee beans, and will be on hand to
answer questions. And all can enjoy
the aroma and taste of this great
coffee.
Curt Hubmann shows the coffee tree
###
blossoms from wild coffee trees in the
Dominican Republic.
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Dominican Republic Organic Ramirez Honey Process
This coffee comes from a certified organic single estate in the Jarabacoa region
of the Dominican Republic, with an elevation of 1,400 m above sea level. With
milky notes of vanilla, and a nutty aftertaste, this low acid coffee is smooth
and will impress any island coffee lovers out there. The Ramirez Estate employs over 400 people. Forty percent of the workers are female and
many of them are Haitian migrant
workers. Workers are paid roughly
300 percent higher wages than Fair
Trade standard, and the Estate uses
a sizable portion of their profits to
create sustainable gas recycling (to
reduce emissions), water filtration
(to prevent river contamination),
and to donate computers and
These are ripened coffee cherries in
books to many of the local schools.
the Dominican Republic.

Our sympathy and prayers go to: Matt and Gabby
Martin, and Denny and Karen Martin, on the death of
Cori Martin on January 30; to Nick and Diane Christensen on the death of Diane’s mother, Marlene
McKenna, on February 1; and to Mike and Sherry Erdmann on the death
of Sherry’s mother, Betty Warber, on February 10.

Please keep the following members
in your prayers:
Peter Stein, Betty Breitinger, Letty Larson, Ross Larson,
Kristina Randelzhofer,
Sheila Johnson, Fred Hofer, Gale Sorenson

Newsletter Deadline—March 17
If you have a submission for the April Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter,
please mark your calendars for Sunday, March 17. Please email or
drop off your articles in the church office by the end of the day on
the 17th, to Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!
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