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From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone
I figured the winters would be snowier here than in Nebraska, where I
came from. But no one mentioned
the delay of Spring…until JUNE!
While we’ve waited for the trees to finally leaf out and
for the sun to shine consistently, we’ve also closed in on
the end of my first nine months of serving as your pastor.
That seems like a portentous amount of time!
In fact, it happens that all kinds of new life have been gestating
in our congregation and are starting to be born! First, later this month,
our Congregation Council, program staff, and other leaders in the congregation will spend a day together in conversation and discernment
about where God is leading us next in mission. Through this guided
Leadership Retreat, we hope to help MPLC identify its particular calling
to be the church at this time, in this place, with these members and
gifts. New life!
Next, the Council has just approved a contract with Westwords
Consulting Inc. to begin to construct a brand-new church website! Since
a website is often where a potential visitor heads before they ever pull
into our parking lot, it’s important for our site to reflect the dynamic,
welcoming, Christian community that we strive to be. Thanks to funding
from our Endowment Fund and several memorial gifts, this project is
scheduled to lift off by the end of the summer.
There’s also new life stirring in our new and refurbished Ministry
Teams. Several new teams are coming together to start envisioning how
God is leading us to Learn (children and youth), Give (stewardship), Care
(pastoral care team), Grow (adults growing in faith), Welcome (inviting
and including new people) and Serve (serving others). I’m excited to see
so many of our members and staff working together to shape our mission here at MPLC!
What might God be stirring in your own life that could soon be
ready to be born? How has God been preparing you for change, bringing
new ideas or complications into your life, just waiting for you to notice
and respond? Christ is risen! Alleluia! May you know the joy and challenge of new life in Christ today!
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone
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MPLC Lenten Offerings Support Emaus Church
Thanks to your generous offerings at midweek services this past Lent,
we were recently able to provide a gift of $3,128.50 to Emaus Lutheran
Church on the north side of Racine. Emaus Church has spent at least a
decade developing ministries with the Latino community, and they offer
both English and Spanish-speaking worship services. The congregation
has struggled to find the right bilingual leader to serve as their pastor. In
May, Emaus’s student pastor leader of three months, Betty Rendón, was
detained—along with her husband Carlos and a visiting cousin, Felipe—
by Immigration and Customs Enforcement. You can read more of their
story by Googling her name (has been covered in both local and national
news) but suffice it to say that our sister congregation and their leaders
are hurting. Please add to your personal prayers for our sisters and
brothers of Emaus Church, Betty, Carlos, their daughter Paula, and Felipe.

New Approach to a Church Photo Directory
Updates in technology and digital photography now make it possible for
us to create our own online photo directory, to be accessible only to
members. (Printed copies will also be made available on request.) We
will soon offer opportunities around specific weekend worship services
for you to have your picture taken at church for a future directory. You’ll
also have the option to receive a FREE digital copy of your photo by
email. Watch for more information about Picture Days at MPLC, and say
“CHEESE!”

Holy Baptism at MPLC
Do you want to raise your child in the faith of Jesus Christ? Or do
you, as an adult, want to commit to a life of faith yourself
through Holy Baptism? Pastors Beth Ann and Krista are ready to
walk with you (and your family) as you explore a commitment to
God’s baptismal promises and prepare for this sacrament for you or your
child. Please contact the church office (262-634-6704) to set up a visit
with one of the pastors and a tentative date for a baptism during one of
our weekend worship services. MPLC is glad to welcome new life in
Christ!
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Ascension Day Contemplative Prayer
Thursday, May 30 at 6:30 p.m. in the MPLC Labyrinth
Join us for our next contemplative worship service as we celebrate the
Day of Ascension! That’s the day where Jesus, after his resurrection,
rises to heaven. This will be a casual, outdoor service with easy to
sing songs, prayer and some interactive elements! All ages welcome! Bring along your favorite lawn chair, blanket or sit in one of
our folding
chairs! We
will gather
outside
(weather
permitting—
rain location
is the sanctuary) in the
labyrinth
which is to
the left of
the main entrance.

Coming in July…
A Book in a Biergarten
Thursday, July 18 at 6:30 p.m.
Meet at the Petrifying Springs Park Biergarten
We will be discussing the book “Holy Envy” by Barbara Brown
Taylor. Discussion will be led by Director of Faith and Life, Holly Hess.
All are welcome!
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Bike Blessing
We had a nice turnout for our bike
blessing on May 11 at Petrifying
Springs Park! Here’s a few
memories to share...

June 2019—Page 6

Coffee Fellowship Time
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
All are welcome to join us on Sunday mornings for coffee,
treats and fellowship immediately following the 8:30 a.m. worship service. Our coffee is delicious! It’s fresh roasted each week by member
Curt Hubmann. NOTE: During the summer months, please be mindful
of the 10:15 a.m. worship start time, as noise from fellowship hall easily travels up to the sanctuary. Thank you!
Fellowship Hall is located down two ramp levels from the sanctuary—just follow the crowd and join us!

High School News
Action Territory Outing on June 21
•
•

•
•
•

What: Action Territory with youth finishing 8th-12th grade.
When: Friday, June 21
6 p.m.—meet at church
6:30—9:30 p.m.—Action Territory with pizza
10 p.m.—Pick up back at church
Cost: $10 for members; $15 for non—members
Free for adult chaperones/drivers!
Sign up at this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70A094CAFA829A4FC1-action
We need at least 20 people to sign up to get the group rate! See
Pastor Krista with any questions.

Summer Trip News
•

The final Toledo Summer Trip Group Builder will be Sunday, June 9
from Noon—2 p.m. Lunch will be included.
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Sunday Church School News
Holy Communion Class—Sunday, June 2
You and your child are invited to a special event exploring Holy Communion! MPLC welcomes children to commune whenever they and their parents decide it’s time to participate. Come and learn more about what this
holy meal means as parents and kids join together in this class with Pastor Krista and Becca Cairns on Sunday, June 2, from 9:45-10:45 a.m. Sign
up online at signupgenius.com, or call the church office to register at 634
-6704.

Flat Jesus for the Summer!
Take Flat Jesus with you this summer. Jesus is always with us wherever
we go, so take him along! We want to see where flat Jesus pops up this
summer. Post pictures to our Facebook page with #mplcFlatJesus. Flat
Jesus can be found in the Education Wing; take him home, color him, cut
him out, and take him with you! Find us on facebook at
www.facebook.com/spaceshipchurch. While you’re there, be sure to
‘like’ our page!

VBS Registration is now open!
Roar into a Royally Good Time at VBS! This
safari themed VBS will be August 5-8 from
9:00 a.m. until noon each day. Join Marty
the Martian as we learn more about some
Biblical royals. Friends of MPLC members
are welcome to join in the fun. Registration
deadline is June 16. Sign up online through
our website at http://spaceshipchurch.org OR, paper forms can be
found on the long table in the narthex, near the spiral staircase.

Calling all VBS Volunteers!
Please sign up to help make this year’s VBS a ROARing good time!
Sign up on our website or at the long table in the narthex.
We also need a few people, or a family that likes to paper mache,
for a special VBS project. This would be a great project for the summer
for some kiddos. Please contact Rebecca Cairns for the specifics, at
rcairns@mplc.us
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MPLC Endowment Committee News
•

•
•

The MPLC Endowment Committee is happy to report they have recently awarded two different grants:
1) To Erin Keller, who will be a second year student at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. She has been awarded a $1000 scholarship for the 2019/20 school year.
2) To MPLC in the amount of $2000, towards a new website.
The next deadline for Endowment Fund Grant Requests is October
31.
For further information on how to either donate to our Endowment
Fund, or to request a grant from the fund, please visit our page on
the church website: https://spaceshipchurch.org/endowment-fundgiving-options/

Fun & Fellowship
Ladies Afternoon Social
Thanks to all who have been coming to our monthly get-togethers! We
will be taking the summer off and look forward to meeting again in September. Any questions contact Sue Hess at 886-1430 or
suehess1@wi.rr.com.

Project Night AND Day—
Friday, June 14 and Saturday, June 15
Come to work on any project (scrapbooking, stamping, painting, stitching, organizing) in Fellowship Hall on Friday, June 14 at 6:30 p.m. Then,
come back for project day the next day, beginning at 9 a.m. There is
plenty of space and lots of tables to work on. Come join this great
group for fun and fellowship!

Ladies Golf League Looking for Golfers
It’s time for our ladies’ golf group! You are welcome to join this
informal, fun group. The ladies play on Wednesday mornings at
Ives Grove. As the weather warms up, we will share with you the
details of start date and costs. Please sign up in the narthex on
the sign up pillar if you’re interested. Email JoAnn Goodyear goodyear_joann@yahoo.com or call her at 634-3560 with any questions.
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MPLC Summer Connections
Be sure to mark your calendars and plan to get in on some MPLC
fun this summer!

Beer and Bark at the Park @ Petrifying Springs
Thursday, June 13 6:30 p.m.
Bring your canine friend and grab a beer while enjoying a summer evening with friends from MPLC at the Petrifying Springs biergarten!

Trivia Night at Petrifying Springs Beer Garden
Wednesday, July 10 6:30 p.m.
Test your knowledge with MPLC friends over drinks at the biergarten!

Animal Crackers at the Racine Zoo
Wednesday, August 21
Doors open at 5:30 p.m., concert begins at 7 p.m. Meet church friends
to listen to great music together at the zoo! Please purchase your own
tickets. As it gets closer we will announce an exact location to meet.

Music News
Summer “Special” Music Invitation
As the choir and bell choir seasons come to a close, we take a
moment to thank these dedicated volunteers for the wonderful ways
that they enrich our worship experience.
With these volunteers taking a much-deserved summer “off”,
we have plenty of opportunities for soloists or groups to share their talents in worship. All ages and abilities are welcome. Michael Becker
(and Sue Cawley at 5 p.m. on Saturdays) are available to accompany
you (and help you pick out music, if you like). Be creative! Have
fun! Contact Michael (michael@mplc.us) if you have questions, or to
reserve a date.
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Social Ministry News
OPEN TABLE—Last Sunday of the month
How to volunteer and donate for Open Table

Please visit our OPEN TABLE bulletin board area in the narthex—it’s on
the same pillar as the sign up area. Here, you’ll find all you need to
know about our next meal, volunteer needs and different ways you can
donate food items.
• Online Volunteer Sign ups: You may sign up online to volunteer for
Open table to work and/or donate food, through Sign up Genius. Go
to: signupgenius.com. (Click on the search symbol—a magnifying
glass—then search with the email address: info@mplc.us to find
event sign-ups.)
• Amazon.com Wish List: A “Wish List” has been created on Amazon.com which includes a list of specific items needed and the ability
to purchase online. If you’d like to help in this way, just log in and
choose what you’d like to donate and have it shipped right to
church!
Links to the Open Table Amazon wish list and the Open Table sign ups
can be found on our website under the “Helpful Links” section on the
sidebar, at https://spaceshipchurch.org
Open Table is the Last Sunday of each month. Our next meal date is
June 30. Thank you to all who help make Open Table possible!

Racine ELCA Cluster Community Meal
at Living Faith Lutheran Church—Next Meal is June 9
2019 Meal Dates: June 9, August 11, November 10
YOUR HELP is needed to volunteer to donate food, and/or to prepare
food for community meals at Living Faith Church. We are responsible
for the meal dates shown above. Our NEXT MEAL is JUNE 9. Living
Faith Lutheran serves a meal each Sunday evening, with a different
area church helping out each week. Donations of food can be left in
our church kitchen by 2:30 p.m. (please make sure you mark them for
Living Faith), or hot dishes can be dropped off at Living Faith (2915
Wright Avenue.), at 4:00 p.m. Servers should arrive at 4:00 p.m.
Watch the weekly bulletin for sign up information. Thank you!
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MPLC Summer Blood Drive is June 14
You Can Help Save 3 Lives.
Join us on Friday, June 14, for the MPLC summer blood
drive in coordination with the Red Cross and their team
of experts. During summer months, blood centers across the nation run
short due to schools being out (which make up an incredible 21% of total blood drives). Our goal for this drive is to collect 25 pints, or enough
to save 75 lives! Our last blood drive was very successful, collecting 30
pints - we know that you can help make this one an even bigger success!
Please support this incredible work by spreading the word, giving blood
yourself, or even bringing a friend! For more information or to sign up,
please contact Ben Brussat (benbrussat@gmail.com) or Pastor Krista
Zimmerman (kzimmerman@mplc.us). Signups also available in the Narthex on the sign up pillar. Walk-ins welcome, appointments preferred.

Volunteers Needed
We need volunteers to help with set up and clean up, and to donate
some homemade cookies. Please see the sign up sheet on the pillar in
the narthex. Thank you!
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MPLC SCRIP…make mission happen!
SCRIP—for FATHER’s DAY!
Plan ahead for Father’s Day and get him a gift card for his
favorite store!
Choose from a large selection of cards we have on hand. OR, if
we don’t have it, order any of the cards from the huge list, for pick up
the following week.
If you’re not a SCRIP customer yet, what are you waiting for? It’s
easy! Just purchase gift cards for places you shop at or eat at every
day—like grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, Kohls, Target, etc.
The retailer gives MPLC a rebate, while you get the full value of what
you pay for the gift card.
SCRIP Table Hours are Sundays from 9:30—11 a.m.
We’re located at the curved Welcome Desk in the entryway.

Crafter’s Corner
Come join us on Thursdays; June 6 & 20 at 9 a.m. in Mygatts
Corner for some crafting, fellowship, food and fun! We will take
the months of July and August off, and resume again on September 5.
Helping hands are always welcome. Questions? Contact Donna Mullikin
at 554-8872.

Quilter’s Corner
The quilters have had a very successful year, making over 120
quilts. Thanks to all the support from the congregation, with
donations of fabric and money for batting. Please continue to think of
us when you find fabric you could donate to us for making quilts. Fabric
should be at least 11 inch square in size. We could also use large pieces
for backs, such as printed flat sheets or 4 yards of fabric. We are off for
the summer but will begin again in September on the second and fourth
Thursdays of the month. If you have any questions please contact Linda
Berger at lwlkberger@gmail.com or 262-456-4779.
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The annual MPLC Rummage Sale, to benefit
local charities, will be July 19 & 20, from
8:30—2:30 each day. We begin collecting
the day after Memorial Day, and sorting begins on June 4! We need your help! Here’s
all the details:
 Sorting will begin on Tuesday, June 4, from 9 a.m.—Noon and from
6—8 p.m. We’ll continue each Tuesday at those same times, through
July 9. All are welcome to drop in at any time during those hours, to
help out.
 We are accepting donations at the 16th Street door, during office
hours, beginning the day after Memorial Day. There’s a call button
there—just push and office staff will let you in. No large/furniture
items will be accepted until the week of the sale. Items we will NOT
accept include: Computers, monitors, computer keyboards, printers,
televisions, DVD players, VHS players, microwaves, organs and pianos, Christmas trees, large Christmas decorations, drop side cribs, car
seats and booster seats.
 Please save brown paper bags for us! You can leave them in the 16th
street entrance as well.
 We would love some youth volunteers to help this year! Does your
high schooler need community service hours? We especially need
help the week leading up to the sale, and on sale days.
For questions, comments or to volunteer, please contact Kate Lingsweiler at 419-215-5032 or Judy Smith at 497-2363.

Food Bank News and Needs
If you receive cards that you will not use, please save them for the
food pantry. Clients can select a few cards each month and they have
been delighted as greeting cards are very expensive to purchase.
For the month of June, the food pantry at Holy Communion Lutheran Church is asking for the following items:
June 2 - small mustard, small ketchup
June 9 - Suddenly Salad, potatoes au gratin
June 16 - pork & beans, tuna
June 23 - macaroni & cheese, spaghettios
June 30 - toothbrushes, bar soap
Thank you to all who donate to the pantry. We could not do this without
your generosity!
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Environmental Stewardship
by John Berge
Plastics have been much in the news over recent years, generally in a negative way. Huge areas of the oceans are covered with
waste plastics. Canada rightfully complains of the plastic trash washed
down from the Great Lakes through “their” St. Lawrence River. New
plastic bottles are being made from recycled plastics picked up on the
resort beaches of Mexico. Micro-plastic beads from cosmetic products
are washed into the lakes, eaten by fish which in turn are eaten by us,
where they may or may not get past the lining of our intestines.
But first some definitions: Plastic, as an adjective, describes a
material that can be molded or shaped into a desired form. Plastics, as
a noun, refers to synthetic (man-made) polymers (long chains of the
same small monomers, or groups of atoms) such as polyethylene, polyethyleneterephalate, polystyrene, or polyvinyl chloride. These are
molded or extruded to form such varied products as automobile parts,
toothbrush handles, vanes on wind turbines, communion cups, fibers,
films and the ubiquitous, obnoxious, single-use bottles and bags polluting the environment.
Before I go any further, I must confess to being one of those
people who helped push plastics onto the scene. Years ago, I worked
in a huge nylon plant and was one of the first dozen technical people
on the development of Dacron® (that polysyllabic plastic above); you
may be wearing one or the other of these synthetic “plastic” fibers or
walking on them in your home or office. I also did some research on
the fibers that are used in bullet-proof vests protecting our police and
armed forces. My doctoral research was on the dynamic mechanical
properties of long side-chain methacrylate polymers (noncommercialized plastics). I did turn down a job offer to do research on
the manufacture of plastic bags, but that was for other reasons.
For convenience and sanitation, our church lines its waste baskets and bins with single-use plastic bags, including the bin for the recycling of the single-use polystyrene communion cups. These bags do
get a second using in our kitchen waste basket. I have recently picked
up some “Compostable Kitchen Bags” for the recycling bin, but they
only claim “100% certified compostable … in municipal or commercial
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compost facilities”. I have faith that they will also compost eventually in
the landfill after our two usages.
I also have faith that, after this and earlier discussions in these
essays, our congregation and every member will try their best to differentiate in their purchase, use and disposal practices between single-use
plastic items and those products which in the long run are beneficial because of their light weight, long-term stability and other properties. Reusable items such as tote bags for groceries and refillable water or
coffee containers are much preferable to single-use items, even if you
are careful to recycle the latter. Lighter weight plastics allow for larger
wind turbine blades and thus can provide more renewable energy; they
also yield lighter, more fuel-efficient automobiles. Even foamed plastics
around our homes can improve insulation and reduce energy needs. Replacing lead pipes with PVC can protect our children and improve our
health. Good environmental stewardship requires some forethought
before plastic items are purchased, disposed or recycled.
Environmental Stewardship Articles:
For many years, MPLC member John Berge has written a monthly column focusing on issues relating to caring for God’s earth, in terms of public policy options and personal ways we can aid in keeping the gift of God’s creation sustainable. The Committee meets with a consortium of other Racine Churches
quarterly to discuss ways to creatively leave a life filled creation to our children.

Did you Know? John Berge was recently interviewed about the Sierra
Club, of which he has been a member for many years. You can see the
interview on You Tube, by clicking this link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=2lzNdHuHqDg

2 Liter Soda Bottles Collection
Only Clear Bottles Needed Please
MPLC member and Master Gardener, Burt Blomgren, is
collecting empty, clean, clear 2-liter soda bottles for a
gardening project he does with children in local schools.
Please look for the box in the narthex. Thank you!
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The High School Youth Group
Wants Your Aluminum Cans!
You Can Help Our Youth and the Environment at the Same Time!
We’ve received another $14 for over 31 pounds of aluminum
cans that have been donated to our high school youth group for the
2019 High School Summer Trip to Toledo! (Our Super Grand Total is
over $3,096!)
Please remember to bring in your bagged empty aluminum soda
cans and put them by the soda machine in Fellowship Hall. It is a simple
way to raise lots of money for the high school summer trips, and care
for creation all at the same time.
Please make sure there is NO GARBAGE in the bags. Also…
Please do NOT include any other type aluminum (aluminum foil, aluminum pie tins, etc.) or other recycling (plastic bottles, glass, paper, etc.)
in the bags, as the recycling center will not accept our recycling if those
items are included. Thank you!

Box Tops for Education
Please continue collecting the Box Tops for Education for West Ridge
School. (Please remember to check the expiration date!)
Collection box is on the long table in the narthex.

Please note that we will begin our summer
worship schedule on Memorial day weekend,
May 25 & 26. Saturday worship remains the
same—at 5 p.m. Sunday worship times will be
8:30 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.
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Church Office Hours
Church office hours are: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Fridays 9 a.m.—Noon. Appointments can always be made for other
times by calling the office or the pastors.

Borrowing Church Furniture
Mount Pleasant has a number of six-foot tables that are occasionally borrowed for events such as graduation parties, rummage sales, etc. Please
be sure to check with the church office before borrowing them to make
sure they are not already reserved. A prompt return of the tables is requested.

DID YOU KNOW?
If you miss worship, you can tune in to our sermon recordings in the
podcast section of our website. Just go to:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/news/podcasts

Phone – address - email Changes?
Please let us know!
If you have dropped your land line or your number has changed for any reason, please let the church office know. Please also notify us of any address
or EMAIL changes. Please call 634-6704 or send an e-mail to Becky Litwin
at blitwin@mplc.us and let us know of any changes.

Lost & There is a permanent Lost & Found area in the entry

way, behind the curved Welcome Desk. There’s been

Found lots of new additions lately...Please check it out!
DID YOU KNOW?

There’s a gold tab on the menu bar of our website that says:
“GIVE NOW”. Here, you can make a payment for your weekly
offering, you can pay for flowers, youth trips and more.
Go to www.spaceshipchurch.org Or, from your smart phone, click the
QR code above to go directly to the online donation page.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Stephanie Buchanan at
634-6704 ext. 114 or sbuchanan@mplc.us. Thank you.
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Happy Birthday to the following
MPLC members!
June 1
Lisa Franklin
Ron Zicarelli
Pat Francis
June 2
Sue Goldsworthy
Eric Simonich
June 3
Rob Jankowski
Sherry Stillman
Debbie Worden
June 4
Marion Osenga
June 5
Jamie VanDeLoo
June 6
Tom Johnson
Paul Pruessing
Brian Keller
June 7
Janet Hermann
Barb Rasmussen
David Santalucia
June 8
Ron Schulz
Rob Zurawski
June 9
Dorothyann BingKowbel
June 10
Joe Miller
Janet Winter
June 11
Mike McFarland
Misty Otwaska

June 13
Dennis Ello
Kirsten Graves
Sharon Nyman
June 14
Randy Larsen
Amy Obernberger
June 15
Mike Erdmann
Bonnie Kisley
Brenda Booker
David Fanelli
Dennis Polak
Allen Filloon
June 16
Ryan Ujcich
June 17
Alex Dollar
June 18
Michele Brown
Jessy Haid
June 19
Steve Clark
Erin Donaldson
June 20
Matt Cecchini
June 21
Rosie Johnson
Ric Weiss
Anika Johnson

June 23
Barb Puder
Darrel Schweissinger
June 25
Bill Coburn
John Choi
Kyle Stich
June 26
Carol Hogue
Joe Janicek
Cara Lewis
June 27
Penny Brown
Colin Lewis
Katie Kowbel
June 29
Steve Anderson
Julie Gleason
June 30
Lori Cottingham
Rosemary Thompson
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Baptism
On May 18, we welcomed in to our baptized membership,
Abilene Nova Dollar, daughter of Chris and Alex Dollar. Abilene’s sponsors are Scott Dollar and Michelle Carson-Dollar.

Our sympathy and prayers go to: Sharon Nyman on the death of her
mother, Evelyn Klug; to Sue and Marty Weishoff,
Ethan and Abigail, on the death of father and
grandfather, Dennis Jackle; to Cherie Evans and
family on the death of mother, Patricia Solevenko;
and to Maxine Silvius and family on the death of
her husband, Justin “Joe” Silvius.

Please keep the following in your prayers:
Peter Stein, Letty Larson, Ross Larson, Sheila Johnson, Don
Mathson, Emily O’Connor, David Dollar, Gwen Lutz, Ray Nellis,
Ben Poulsen, Dee Craft

Newsletter Deadline—June 16
If you have a submission for the July Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter,
please mark your calendars for Sunday, June 16. Please email or drop
off your articles in the church office by the end of the day on the
16th, to Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!
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