July 2019—Page

Mt Pleasant

SPIRIT!

Monthly Newsletter of Mt Pleasant Lutheran Church-ELCA

July 2019
Blessed to Welcome, Worship and Serve
Worship Times
Weekly…
Saturday: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:15 a.m.

Inside this Issue…
From Pastor Beth Ann….….2

Coffee Fellowship
Sundays:

9:30 – 10:00 a.m.

New Members…………………6
High School News…………….8

Education

Confirmation…………………...9

SCS and Adult Ed will return on Kick
off Sunday, September 8

SCS / VBS News……….……10

Church Office Hours

Fun & Fellowship………...…12

Monday – Thursday: 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m. – Noon
Other times by appointment; call the
church office at 634-6704.

Our Website
https://spaceshipchurch.org

On facebook
facebook.com/spaceshipchurch
Please “like” us!

Endowment News………….12

Music News……………………13
Social Ministry……............14
Rummage Sale……………….17
Church News………………….20
Birthdays...……………….……22
Church Member News…..23
Staff & Council…..…….......24

July 2019—Page 2

From Pastor Beth Ann L. Stone
In a recent sermon I talked about using a cycle of
scripture readings for worship and my approach to
preaching. Someone asked me today how they could
start reading the Bible during the week to follow our
worship readings. Glad you asked!
We follow the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year
cycle of readings appointed for each Sunday. The RCL
lists four texts for each week (usually an Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle,
and Gospel text), and each of the three years focuses the Gospel readings on one of either Matthew, Mark, or Luke (with readings from John
thrown in at different times). We don’t always use all four readings in
worship, but four are always appointed for Sundays.
Figuring out where we are in the cycle can get confusing because
the readings are not tied to dates, exactly. (The church calendar is
quirky.) The texts for Sunday, June 23, for instance, are for “Lectionary
12, Year C”. We’ll be in Year C until the beginning of Advent when we
cycle back to Year A. If you want to know what readings are appointed
on a particular date, this site links them to calendar dates (which is
much easier to follow): https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
There is also a three-year DAILY lectionary, which is printed in
the back of our hymnals, starting at page 1121, and also found here:
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/daily.php?year=C. This one lists
a psalm and two other readings for each day besides Sunday, and
they’re thematically connected to the Sunday readings used in worship.
If you wanted to read different scriptures each day instead of just the
Sunday four for the week, this might be the way to go.
Finally, if one of your goals is to read the WHOLE bible, you
won’t get there by just reading what’s in the lectionaries. Instead, there
are various reading charts to help you do that. Just Google “read the bible in a year” to find some (including some that are on a slower pace). I
DON’T recommend starting with Genesis and slogging your way
through. Once you get through Genesis and maybe Exodus, you might
just give up when the readings get a little dry. Instead I recommend an
approach like this: http://www.bible-reading.com/bible-plan.html. It has
you read different kinds of books each day of the week, so you don’t get
bogged down reading just Job continuously for a couple of weeks, for
instance.
-continued-
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The website I use to look at different translations of the Bible is
https://www.biblegateway.com/ The translation we usually use in worship (and the one that’s often considered most literally accurate by
scholars) is the NRSV. The NIV is another good alternative. I also like to
look at the NLT (New Living Translation) and sometimes MSG (The Message), which is a modern paraphrase version.
Let me know what works for you! I’m glad to share your tips
with others in this space. God has given us the written Word so that we
can know the Word-made-flesh, Jesus Christ, by heart. I hope the discipline of reading the bible regularly is one that helps you grow in faith!
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Beth Ann
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/
Where_does_the_list_of_readings_for_our_Sunday_worship_come_from.pdf

New Approach to a Church Photo Directory
Photo opportunity dates announced
August 11 & September 14, 15
Updates in technology and digital photography now make it possible for
us to create our own online photo directory, to be accessible only to
members. (Printed copies will also be made available on request.) We
will be offering the opportunity to have your individual/family photograph taken between worship services at church on both August 11 and
September 15, and on Saturday, September 14, at 4 p.m. (Additional
date/s may be added). In addition to using the photo for our future directory, you’ll also have the option to receive a FREE digital copy of your
photo by email. There will be no need to sign up. Further details will be
available in the August newsletter, the bulletin and in weekly emails.

Sound System

For anyone who is interested in learning more
about the sound system, there will be a training / information session on Sunday, July 21 at
July 21 @ 9:30
9:30 a.m. (or immediately after the 8:30 a.m.
service). This will be led by Brandon Boerner, who has been our lead
volunteer technician. Meet at the back of the sanctuary near the sound
board.

TRAINING
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Seven MPLC Members at Synod Assembly:
“A Place at the Table”
Ben Brussat, Yolanda Lewis, Chip Lutz, Kristina Randelzhofer, David Santalucia, and Pastors Beth Ann Stone and Krista Zimmerman were
voting members from MPLC to the 2019 Greater Milwaukee Synod Assembly on May 31 and June 1 at the Italian Community Center in Milwaukee. Friday’s agenda included a dinner featuring an address entitled
“Pulling Up Chairs” by Rev. Emmy Kegler, Pastor of Grace Lutheran
Church in Northeast Minneapolis, and worship with Holy Communion,
but no plenary sessions. Saturday’s agenda included elections for synod
committees, Synod Council, and Synod Secretary; reports from Bishop
Erickson and other leaders, Outreach for Hope, an ELCA Churchwide
representative, and campus ministries; and discussion and adoption of
several resolutions:
Memorial on Gun Violence Prevention,
Resolution on the Opioid Crisis,
Memorial on Increasing Participation and Awareness in Social Purpose Funds for All Portico Members,
Resolution Encouraging Parental Leave Policies in Congregations,
Resolution to Support Humanitarian aid to Palestinians through the
East Jerusalem Hospitals including Augusta Victoria Hospital,
Memorial on Deportations.
In other actions, the assembly:
• Approved the Synod Mission, Vision, Values, Practices statement as
presented,
• Approved the continued development of a synod-wide mission appeal, seeking to raise up to $2.5 million dedicated to priorities articulated in a case statement,
Approved the synod’s budget for the fiscal year ending January 31, 2021
as presented, with total contributions and support of $1,971,500, and
total ministries (expenses) of $2,043,373.
Addition information on the Synod Assembly is available on the synod’s
website at https://milwaukeesynod.org/synod-assembly-2019/.
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Volunteer Opportunities Available for the 2019 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly
The Greater Milwaukee Synod is excited to be the host synod for the
2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly at the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee.
The GMS needs YOU to help this event run smoothly. About 600 volunteers will be recruited in the coming weeks to usher, iron albs, provide
technology assistance to voting members, monitor doors, greet visitors
and much more. Please read about all the ways you can help on our
volunteer positions page (https://www.cwa19.org/volunteer-positions/)
and visit the ELCA Churchwide Assembly page (https://
www.cwa19.org/) to learn more.

Sanctuary Sound…...can you hear us now?
It was about two years ago that some updates were made to our sanctuary sound system. Can you hear us now? We’d like to know, especially if
you are hard of hearing. Do we need to make more improvements to
help you better to worship with us? Please write down your feedback in
a note to the office/pastors, send an email to Pastor Beth Ann at
bastone@mplc.us, or speak to one of the staff. Thanks!

Our next Book Discussion...
A Book in a Biergarten
Thursday, July 18 at 6:30 p.m.
Meet at the Petrifying Springs Park Biergarten
We will be discussing the book “Holy Envy” by Barbara Brown
Taylor. Discussion will be led by Director of Faith and Life, Holly Hess.
All are welcome!
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During the weekend of June 1/2, we welcomed the following new members to our
congregation. We’re so glad you’re here!

Meet Connie Aiello. She’s a teacher with
Teachers on Call and she lives in Mt. Pleasant.
She’s been a member of the senior choir since
coming to MPLC. Some of her many interests
include cooking and baking—especially Scandinavian foods. She also likes sewing, crafts, genealogy and history research.
Welcome, Connie!

This is Kathy Grant. She lives in Mt. Pleasant
and is a travel agent with Travel Market Vacations. Welcome Kathy!

Meet Joe and Terri Maier. They are both
retired and the couple lives in Mt. Pleasant. They plan to get involved with Open
Table at MPLC. Their hobbies include everything outdoors—especially hiking, biking
and golf. Welcome Joe & Terri!
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This is Jessica Rezmer, along with her two
children, Colin, who is almost 5, and Madelyn, age 7. Jessica is an Emergency Medicine Physician who also enjoys reading,
gardening and being a mom! They join her
mother, Chris Corcoran, in membership at
MPLC. Welcome, Jessica, Colin & Madelyn!

Meet Allyson Wieczorek, along with her
sons, Ashton, 12, and 3-month-old Avery.
Allyson works as an RN in Milwaukee. Allyson enjoys reading and spending time with
her children. She joins her sister, Jennifer
Rognsvoog, in membership at MPLC. Welcome Allyson, Ashton and Avery!

Holy Baptism at MPLC
Do you want to raise your child in the faith of Jesus Christ? Or do
you, as an adult, want to commit to a life of faith yourself
through Holy Baptism? Pastors Beth Ann and Krista are ready to
walk with you (and your family) as you explore a commitment to
God’s baptismal promises and prepare for this sacrament for you or your
child. Please contact the church office (262-634-6704) to set up a visit
with one of the pastors and a tentative date for a baptism during one of
our weekend worship services. MPLC is glad to welcome new life in
Christ!
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Coffee Fellowship Time
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
All are welcome to join us on Sunday mornings for coffee,
treats and fellowship immediately following the 8:30 a.m. worship service. Our coffee is delicious! It’s fresh roasted each week by member
Curt Hubmann. NOTE: During the summer months, please be mindful
of the 10:15 a.m. worship start time, as noise from fellowship hall easily travels up to the sanctuary. Thank you!
Fellowship Hall is located down two ramp levels from the sanctuary—just follow the crowd and join us!

High School News
Toledo Mission / Outdoor Adventure Trip!
From July 14-19, 15 youth and four adults
from MPLC will be headed to Toledo, OH for a
week of service in the community as well as
enjoying God’s creation through activities like
hiking and canoeing! Join us at 8:30 a.m. worship on Sunday, July 14 as we send them off
with God’s and our blessings. Please pray that it is a week of growing in
faith, knowledge and relationships! Thanks for your support!
Here’s our participants:
Youth: Madison Bergemann, Ian Bischoff, Cora Ficklen, Angela Garcia,
Claire Graves, Julia Graves, Alyson Kolaske, Logan Kolaske, Emma Litwin,
Elliott Reske, Matt Rossman, Henry Stone, Sophia Stuebe, Noelle
Thompson and Sam Zuelke.
Adult Leaders: Curt Hubmann, Christy Kolaske, Scott Reske, Pr. Krista
Zimmerman.
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Confirmation / Middle School News
Are you looking for Service or Fellowship Connections?
Community Service Hours? Please see below!
Rummage Sale Volunteers
Sorting and pricing goods takes place Tuesdays through July 9, from 9
a.m.—noon and 6—8 p.m. They also need help on set up day, Sunday,
July 14 at 11 a.m. and for the days of the sale (moving things, carrying
things, etc.), July 19 and 20 from 8:30 am-2:30 pm each day (you can
come for part of the time!)
Sign up online with sign up genius here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a094cafa829a4fc1-mplc2
Or contact Kate Lingsweiler to sign up at katelingsweiler@yahoo.com

Vacation Bible School
Monday, August 5—Thursday, August 8 from 9 a.m.—noon each day
Sign up to volunteer here: https://spaceshipchurch.org/members/vbs2019-adultteen-volunteers-registration/
Or at church there are paper volunteer forms in the entryway on the
table near the sign up pillar. Contact Becca Cairns with any questions
relating to VBS at rcairns@mplc.us

Community Meal at Living Faith Lutheran Church
Sunday, August 11, from 4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Watch for a sign up genius link in later in July.
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Sunday Church School News
VBS Registration deadline is July 7
This summer’s safari-themed VBS, for kids three years old—6th grade,
will take place August 5—8, from 9 a.m.—
Noon each day. The VBS registration deadline has been extended until July 7! Informational packets for those who have registered, will be mailed out the week of July 8.
Keep a look out for your safari packet!
Your kiddos will not want to miss this year’s safari themed VBS! Our
very own Racine Zoo will help us explore some of God’s creatures during the week, along with fun activities, games, crafts, and snacks we will
ROAR into a Royally Good Time at VBS! Friends are welcome to join in
the fun!
We need Safari Guides (aka: volunteers) to help us make this VBS a
complete success! Please help us whether you have a youth attending
or not. This is a great time for all!
VBS decorating crew needed! We need help turning this spaceship
church into a safari jungle adventure for our youth. If you are able to
help the week of July 29, contact Becca Cairns to arrange a time to help.
rcairns@mplc.us
Online sign ups:
For Children: https://spaceshipchurch.org/members/vbs-2019-childregistration/
For Volunteers: https://spaceshipchurch.org/members/vbs-2019adultteen-volunteers-registration/
OR, paper forms can be found on the long table in the narthex, near the
spiral staircase.
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The Lion King—Private Screening Opportunity
Let’s kick off VBS week with The Lion King Movie! Everyone is invited to
join us at the movies for a private screening for The Lion King on Saturday, August 3 at 11:00 a.m. Please arrive between 10:30-11. Cost is
$6.50 per person—cash or check. You have the option to pay online
through MPLC, via the link below—cost is $7.25, including fees. Deadline is July 27 to sign up. Ticket/s must be paid for by July 28. We need a
minimum of 45 tickets to get the private screening, so invite your
friends to join! Maximum 100 tickets available. This is a great way to
help kick-off ‘Roar into a Royally Good Time at VBS’ which begins on
August 5. Click below to sign up to attend. When there, you will have
the option to click a link where you can pay online.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A094CAFA829A4FC1-lion

On June 19, 17 of our elementary school
youth had a great time at River Bend
Nature Center with some team building
in the woods!
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MPLC Endowment Committee News
•

•

To learn more about what our Endowment Fund does, or how to
donate to our Endowment Fund, or to request a grant from the
fund, please visit our page on the church website: https://
spaceshipchurch.org/endowment-fund-giving-options/
The next deadline for Endowment Fund Grant Requests is October
31.

Fun & Fellowship
Project Night - Friday, July 12
Come to work on any project (scrapbooking, stamping, painting, stitching, organizing) in Fellowship Hall on Friday, July 12 at 6:30 p.m. There
is plenty of space and lots of tables to work on. Come join this great
group for fun and fellowship!

Runners / Walkers Wanted!
Join the MPLC Team for the Great Pumpkin Run 5K
Need a goal to launch your running career? How about a fun 5K run
three months from now? Sign up for the Great Pumpkin Run at Swan’s
Pumpkin Farm in Franksville, Saturday, September 28 at 9:00 AM, and
join our “Spaceship Church” team. Registration is $35 through July 7,
and includes race entry, lightweight tech hoodie, finisher’s medal, race
bib with chip timing, cup of apple cider at finish line, small pumpkin to
take home, and entry to the farm all day. Grab a running buddy, and
start hitting the trail! Sign up at https://runsignup.com/Race/WI/
Franksville/TheGreatPumpkinRun
For more information, please contact MPLC member Kathy Kaesermann
at kathykaesermann@gmail.com
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MPLC Summer Connections
Be sure to mark your calendars and plan to get in on some MPLC
fun this summer!

Trivia Night at Petrifying Springs Beer Garden
Wednesday, July 10 6:30 p.m.
Test your knowledge with MPLC friends over drinks at the biergarten!

Animal Crackers at the Racine Zoo
Wednesday, August 21
Doors open at 5:30 p.m., concert begins at 7 p.m. Meet church friends
to listen to great music together at the zoo! Please purchase your own
tickets. As it gets closer we will announce an exact location to meet.

Music News
Summer “Special” Music Invitation
We are grateful for the gifts of our bell choir and our senior
choir! With these volunteers taking a much-deserved summer “off”, we
have plenty of opportunities for soloists or groups to share their talents
in worship. All ages and abilities are welcome. Michael Becker (and Sue
Cawley at 5 p.m. on Saturdays) are available to accompany you (and
help you pick out music, if you like). Be creative! Have fun! Contact Michael (michael@mplc.us) if you have questions, or to reserve a date.
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Social Ministry News
OPEN TABLE—Last Sunday of the month
How to volunteer and donate for Open Table

Please visit our OPEN TABLE bulletin board area in the narthex—it’s on
the same pillar as the sign up area. Here, you’ll find all you need to
know about our next meal, volunteer needs and different ways you can
donate food items.
• Online Volunteer Sign ups: You may sign up online to volunteer for
Open table to work and/or donate food, through Sign up Genius. Go
to: signupgenius.com. (Click on the search symbol—a magnifying
glass—then search with the email address: info@mplc.us to find
event sign-ups.)
• Amazon.com Wish List: A “Wish List” has been created on Amazon.com which includes a list of specific items needed and the ability
to purchase online. If you’d like to help in this way, just log in and
choose what you’d like to donate and have it shipped right to
church!
Links to the Open Table Amazon wish list and the Open Table sign ups
can be found on our website under the “Helpful Links” section on the
sidebar, at https://spaceshipchurch.org
Open Table is the Last Sunday of each month. Our next meal date is July
31. Thank you to all who help make Open Table possible!

Racine ELCA Cluster Community Meal
at Living Faith Lutheran Church—Next Meal is August 11
2019 Meal Dates: August 11, November 10
YOUR HELP is needed to volunteer to donate food, and/or to prepare
food for community meals at Living Faith Church. We are responsible
for the meal dates shown above. Our NEXT MEAL is AUGUST 11. Living Faith Lutheran serves a meal each Sunday evening, with a different
area church helping out each week. Donations of food can be left in
our church kitchen by 2:30 p.m. (please make sure you mark them for
Living Faith), or hot dishes can be dropped off at Living Faith (2915
Wright Avenue.), at 4:00 p.m. Servers should arrive at 4:00 p.m.
Watch the weekly bulletin for sign up information. Thank you!
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A Note of Thanks…
Thank you so much to everyone who participated in the Living Faith community meal on the 9th of June! We had plenty of food, many hands to
help serve it and loads of fun! If you’re reading this and felt like you
missed out, don’t despair! There’s always an opportunity to participate in
the next one. If you’d like to find out a little bit more of how you can share
the light and love of Jesus through service to others in this mission, shoot
me (Chip Lutz) an email at chip@unconventionalleader.com or give me a
call at 262-960-2034.

MPLC Summer Blood Drive Wrap Up
Thank you to everyone who gave blood at our June 14th Red Cross
Blood Drive! 28 units were collected! That means up to 84 lives can be
saved! Thank you to Ben Brussat for be a wonderful youth coordinator!
Thanks also to those who volunteered or made cookies!

Joseph’s Granary at MPLC
Here’s how it works: Look for the Joseph’s Granary table
in the narthex—it’s right behind the curved Welcome
Desk. Leave any extra garden produce there. MPLC members and guests
are welcome to take produce in exchange for a donation to the food bank.
Any leftover produce after the weekend will be donated to the food bank.
It’s a win-win!

Food Bank News and Needs
For the month of July the food pantry is asking for donations of these
items:
July 7 - spaghetti, spaghetti sauce
July 14 - cereal, macaroni & cheese
July 21 - pork & beans, mixed vegetables
July 28 - tuna, canned pasta with meat
We have a constant need for clean, lightly used, plastic shopping
bags which are used for bagging produce, bread, frozen food, and other groceries. Bags from grocery stores, drug stores and department stores all work
well. We also gladly take large, brown paper grocery bags.
During the summer months when children are not receiving school
lunches, feeding a family can be much more difficult. Thank you to all of you
who contribute to the food pantry and to those who volunteer their time. It
would not be possible for us to continue this ministry of feeding the hungry
without so much support from our community.
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MPLC SCRIP…make mission happen!
SCRIP—for SUMMER FUN!
Choose from a large selection of cards we have on hand. OR, if
we don’t have it, order any of the cards from the huge list, for pick up
the following week.
If you’re not a SCRIP customer yet, what are you waiting for? It’s
easy! Just purchase gift cards for places you shop at or eat at every
day—like grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, Kohls, Target, etc.
The retailer gives MPLC a rebate, while you get the full value of what
you pay for the gift card.
SCRIP Table Hours are Sundays from 9:30—10:15 a.m.
We’re located at the curved Welcome Desk in the entryway.

Crafter’s & Quilters on Summer Break
The crafters and the quilters groups are both on break for the summer
and will both begin meeting again in September. Please consider joining
then! For information about crafters, contact Donna Mullikin at 5548872. For information about quilters, please contact Linda Berger at
lwlkberger@gmail.com or 262-456-4779.
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The annual MPLC Rummage Sale, to benefit
local charities, will be July 19 & 20, from
8:30—2:30 each day. We’d love your help!
Here’s all the details:
Sorting continues on Tuesdays, from 9 a.m.—Noon and from 6—8 p.m.,
through July 9. All are welcome to drop in at any time during those hours,
to help out. (If you plan to sort on Tuesday evenings, please contact
Kate at 419-215-5032 prior to coming, to let her know you will be there
and the approximate time.)
 Set Up begins on Sunday, July 14 at 11 a.m. We will be setting up tables and moving items up to fellowship hall and the narthex. We need
some strong arms to help us out! Please join us immediately after
10:15 a.m. worship.
 Set Up will continue on Monday—Thursday, July 15—18, from 9 a.m.
—Noon. You may drop in any time during those hours to help out!
 Donations of regular household items will continue to be accepted at
the 16th Street door, during office hours, through July 8. There’s a
call button there—just push and office staff will let you in. Items we
will NOT accept include: Computers, monitors, computer keyboards,
printers, televisions, DVD players, VHS players, microwaves, organs
and pianos, Christmas trees, large Christmas decorations, drop side
cribs, car seats and booster seats.
 Donations of large/furniture items will be accepted at the MAIN entrance DOORS on July 15, 16 & 17 ONLY, during office hours (9 a.m.
—3 p.m.). Please only donate large items that can be managed/
moved by two persons.
 We would love some youth volunteers to help this year! Does your
high schooler need community service hours? Does your confirmation student need service connections? We especially need help the
week leading up to the sale, and on sale days.
 Volunteer shifts for rummage sale days are posted on Sign Up Genius. Click here to go directly to sign up genius and select when you’d
like to help! https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a094cafa829a4fc1-mplc2
For online sign up assistance, please call the church office at 262-634
-6704. For other questions, please contact Kate Lingsweiler at 419215-5032 or Judy Smith at 497-2363.
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Environmental Stewardship
by John Berge
To bees and other pollinators, a well-manicured, wellfertilized, weed-free, frequently mowed lawn is a desert … a food desert, with nothing to eat or survive on. It may look nice to us, but not
to these pollinators. Remember that most butterflies are pollinators
and are worth the price of any extra efforts.
The local paper recently printed an article on “bee lawns” that
suggested blending low growing perennials with slow-growing grasses
such as the fescue Festuca brevipila. Good luck in finding that to replace your Kentucky bluegrass! The perennials they suggested to mix
into your lawn included: white clover, dandelions (beware the neighbors), creeping thyme, daisies and lamium. Finding plants under three
inches at the garden store may be a problem. In a way, I have been
doing this for years with a front lawn full of the native Spring Beauties
(Claytonia virginica). These are shade tolerant, early bloomers so that
by not fertilizing I can put off mowing until after they have gone to
seed. They are there for the early pollinators in the first of May and I
would recommend them for any other environmental stewards that
have the patience and the shade.
But I even more heartily recommend reducing and defining the
limits of your lawn with areas of native, flowering ground covers that
may be available to the pollinators all spring, summer and fall, depending on the perennials that you plant. They don’t have to be restricted to under three inches or mowing tolerant such as dandelions,
as is the case in bee lawns.
The two most common ground covers for these purposes are
pachysandra and periwinkle. They are not native to our area, although
they grow very well in our areaaa. Also, they flower for only a short
time in the spring. During that time, they are very popular with the
bees.
I recently came across a list of 11 pollinator-friendly ground
covers, several of which (the shade tolerant ones) I have in my yard
and can recommend them: Big Leaf Aster (Aster macrophyllus),
Mistflower (Eupatorium coelestinum), Goat’s Beard (Aruncus vulgaris),
Obedient plant (Physostegia virgiana), Purple Poppy Mallow
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(Calliirhoe involluorata), Canadian Wild Ginger (Acarum canadense),
Wild Strawberry, Rose Coreopsis, Vanilla Sweet Grass and Wild Geranium (Geraniium maculatum). For more details and descriptions, check
the June electronic newsletter of Wisconsin Pollinators.
This essay has wound up with more details than the reader
might want and it is not readily apparent how this relates to the church
and its people. When I was a delegate to the Churchwide Assembly in
Orlando, FL, we passed a resolution calling on all of the congregations of
the ELCA to protect all living species. Doing what we can to protect the
bees and other pollinators from starving due to our choices and practices is not only good environmental stewardship, but responds favorably
to that resolution.
###
Environmental Stewardship Articles:
For many years, MPLC member John Berge has written a monthly column focusing on issues relating to caring for God’s earth, in terms of public policy options and personal ways we can aid in keeping the gift of God’s creation sustainable. The Committee meets with a consortium of other Racine Churches
quarterly to discuss ways to creatively leave a life filled creation to our children.

A Note of Thanks….2 Liter Soda Bottles
MPLC member and Master Gardener, Burt Blomgren, would
like to thank all those who have donated 2 liter soda bottles
for his master gardener classroom terrarium projects. No
more bottles are needed at this time.
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The High School Youth Group
Wants Your Aluminum Cans!
You Can Help Our Youth and the Environment at the Same Time!
We’ve received another $17 for over 40 pounds of aluminum
cans that have been donated to our high school youth group for the
2019 High School Summer Trip to Toledo! (Our Super Grand Total is
over $3,113!)
Please remember to bring in your bagged empty aluminum soda
cans and put them by the soda machine in Fellowship Hall. It is a simple
way to raise lots of money for the high school summer trips, and care
for creation all at the same time.
Please make sure there is NO GARBAGE in the bags. Also…
Please do NOT include any other type aluminum (aluminum foil, aluminum pie tins, etc.) or other recycling (plastic bottles, glass, paper, etc.)
in the bags, as the recycling center will not accept our recycling if those
items are included. Thank you!

Box Tops for Education
Please continue collecting the Box Tops for Education for West Ridge
School. (Please remember to check the expiration date!)
Collection box is on the long table in the narthex.

Please note our summer worship
times. Saturday worship remains the same—at
5 p.m. Sunday worship times are 8:30 a.m. and
10:15 a.m.
We will return to regular worship times
on Kick off Sunday, September 8.
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Church Office Hours
Church office hours are: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Fridays 9 a.m.—Noon. Appointments can always be made for other
times by calling the office or the pastors.

Phone – address - email Changes?
Please let us know!
If you have dropped your land line or your number has changed for any reason, please let the church office know. Please also notify us of any address
or EMAIL changes. Please call 634-6704 or send an e-mail to Becky Litwin
at blitwin@mplc.us and let us know of any changes.

DID YOU KNOW?
If you miss worship, you can tune in to our sermon recordings in the
podcast section of our website. Just go to:
https://spaceshipchurch.org/news/podcasts

Lost &

Found

There is a permanent Lost & Found area in the entry
way, behind the curved Welcome Desk. There’s been
lots of new additions lately...Please check it out!

DID YOU KNOW?
There’s a gold tab on the menu bar of our website that says:
“GIVE NOW”. Here, you can make a payment for your weekly
offering, you can pay for flowers, youth trips and more.
Go to www.spaceshipchurch.org Or, from your smart phone, click the
QR code above to go directly to the online donation page.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Stephanie Buchanan at
634-6704 ext. 114 or sbuchanan@mplc.us. Thank you.
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Happy Birthday to the
following MPLC members!
July 2
Andy Steenrod
Tyson Watts
July 3
Jerry Smith
July 4
Rochelle Boerner
Sue Balian
July 6
Malama Baus
Pat Green
July 7
Kathy White
Linda Klepel
July 8
Kara Reske
Donna Rykal
June 11
Bob Puder
Sharon Mahoney
July 12
John Ujcich
July 13
Beverly Phillips
July 14
Jeff Sell
July 15
Mindy Ramig

July 16
Steve Stuebe
Cassie Scheller
July 17
Peggy Svoboda
Tom Applegarth
July 20
JoAnn Danielson
Erika Ford
Karin Niemuth
July 21
Ryan Cairns
July 23
Denise Byers
Jim Frederiksen
Penny Lee Johnson
Marilyn Rossman
Marty Weishoff
July 24
Helen Flones
Rosemary Petersen
Nellie Zold
Micah Anderson
Chip Lutz

July 25
Fred Hofer
Deb Madsen
Jen Rognsvoog
John Poulsen
July 26
Jerry Welch
Paul Berger
July 27
Betty Boetcher
Andy Cawley
Gail Kluessendorf
Gale Sorenson
Chris Ryshkus
July 28
John Friend
Michael Hansen
Karen Pedersen
Shirley Kerkman
July 29
Jayne Armbruster
John Berge
Chris Gulbrandson
Brian Schalk
Kelly Konesko
Laura Bernett
July 31
Ross Larson

Blessings

on your birthday!
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Baptisms
We recently welcomed into our baptized membership;
Michael Jude Vash, son of Alyssa & Steven Vash. Michael’s
Sponsors are Savannah Royer, David Doyle, and Sheena and
Erik Mohrbacher.

Our sympathy and prayers go to: Kim, Kevin, Cody and
Hailey Jones and family on the death of father and grandfather, Nels Anderson.

Please keep the following in your prayers:
Peter Stein, Letty Larson, Ross Larson, Sheila Johnson, Don
Mathson, Emily O’Connor, David Dollar, Ray Nellis, Ben
Poulsen, Dee Craft, Ron Johnson, Ginny Trendel, Karen Christiansen, Karen Larsen, Fred Hofer, Wayne Rossman

Newsletter Deadline—June 16
If you have a submission for the August Mt Pleasant SPIRIT Newsletter, please mark your calendars for Sunday, July 14 Please email or
drop off your articles in the church office by the end of the day on
the 14th, to Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us). Thanks!
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Mt Pleasant Lutheran Church ~ ELCA
1700 S. Green Bay Road - Racine WI 53406
Phone: 262.634.6704 – Fax: 262.634.6690
Website: www.spaceshipchurch.org
Staff
Beth Ann L. Stone (bastone@mplc.us)
Senior Pastor
Krista Zimmerman (kzimmerman@mplc.us)
Pastor
Eduardo García-Novelli (Eduardo@mplc.us)
Sr. Choir Director
Michael Becker (michael@mplc.us)
Organist
Sue Cawley
Assistant Organist
Greg Schroeder (gschroeder89@gmail.com)
Bell Choir Director
Holly Hess (hhess@mplc.us)
Director of Faith & Life
Becky Litwin (blitwin@mplc.us)
Dir. Of Parish Services
Stephanie Buchanan (sbuchanan@mplc.us)
Business Manager
Rebecca Cairns (rcairns@mplc.us)
Director of Youth Education
Julie Rossman (jrossman@mplc.us)
Director of Communications
Dave Fanelli
Meal Coordinator
Rick Sill
Sexton
Jasmine Cherry
Nursery

Congregation Council
David Santalucia (262-664-1867 or dsantalu@alumni.iu.edu) President /
Worship & Music
Chris Ryshkus (945-8403 or chris.ryshkus@gmail.com)
Vice President /
Welcome
Yolanda Lewis (262-498-3906 or coyolewis@yahoo.com
Secretary/Learn
Tricia Randelzhofer (262-930-2628 or trandelzhofer@gmail.com)
Financial Secretary
Larry Berger (456-4779 or lwlkberger@gmail.com)
Treasurer
Kristi Barrett (3262-880-5730 or kbarrett81@gmail.com)
Learn
Ben Brussat (262-865-5653 or benbrussat@gmail.com
Serve
Ed Jacobs (262-770-3032 or egjacobs@outlook.com)
Property
Steve Ketterhagen (456-6542 or stketterhagen@gmail.com) Safety
Chip Lutz (960-2034 or chip@unconventionalLeader.com)
Serve
Dennis Martin ((262-994-7048 or nitramshell@wi.rr.com)
Serve
Garrett Meader (498-5610 or gdmeader@uwalumni.com
Youth

