Prelude
GATHERING
Thanksgiving for Baptism
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who
gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
Amen.
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
C: Holy God, you are the river of life,
you are the everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. Praise to you for the
water of baptism and for your Word that saves us. Breathe your Spirit into all who
are gathered here and into all creation. Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry
our tears. Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us. Satisfy all our
thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Gathering Hymn
“Lord of All Hopefulness”
Hymn No. 765
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R/ And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
(Together) You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in
you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
Teaching Moment
Children’s Sermon
WORD
First Lesson
Zechariah 9:9-12
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes
to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of
a donkey. 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem; and
the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion
shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11As for you also,
because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the
waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will
restore to you double.
(After the reading:) The word of the Lord. R/ Thanks be to God.
9

(2)

Psalm 145:8-14 Responsively (Lector and People)
8
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9
LORD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.
10
All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
11
They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,
12
that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;
your dominion endures throughout all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words,
and loving in all your works.
14
The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.
Second Lesson
Romans 7:15-25a
15
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no
longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells
within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do
the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it
is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 21So I find it to be a law that when I
want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my
inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making
me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who
will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
(After the reading:) The word of the Lord. R/ Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

Page 151
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
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Holy Gospel
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
(Spoken after the announcement) R/ Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17‘We played the flute for
you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 18For John came neither
eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man came eating and
drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and
the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious
will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him. 28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light.”
(Spoken after the reading) R/ Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Krista Zimmerman

Hymn of the Day

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

Sending of High School Youth on Mission Trip to Warrensburg, NY

Hymn No. 742
(8:30 am)

Prayers of Intercession
Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world.
Response to prayers: (Sung)

Hymn No 752

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R/ And also with you.
MEAL
Offering
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Great Thanksgiving
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Eucharistic Prayer
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord…
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes…
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again …
To whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen
Lord’s Prayer
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Traditional right hand column

Invitation
Everyone who hungers, come to the table. All are welcome.
Lamb of God
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Distribution
We invite all Christians, even the youngest, to the table of the Lord. Children who desire
a blessing rather than receiving the bread and the wine should stand with folded hands to
indicate their preference. Please follow the ushers’ directions to one of several
communion stations in the sanctuary. If you need to have the sacrament brought to your
pew, please inform an usher. Receive the wine or indicate a preference for grape juice by
asking the server or pointing to the center of the tray. Gluten free wafers available upon
request.
Distribution Hymn

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee”

Hymn No. 697

Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
R/ Amen.
Prayer after Communion
(Together) Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and
cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again by these
signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your
way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen.
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SENDING
Benediction
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
R/ Amen.
Sending Hymn

“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”

Hymn No. 620

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
R/ Thanks be to God.
Postlude
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and
intelligent. Jesus associates with the lowly and outcast. Like Paul, we
struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and
forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to
me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we
find rest for our souls.

