Prelude
GATHERING
Confession and Forgiveness
During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart. Let us
confess our sin and seek reconciliation with God and neighbor.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Merciful God,
you sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that we have strayed from you and
turned aside from your way. We fail in love, neglect justice, and ignore your truth.
Have mercy on us and wash away our sin. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. Almighty God have mercy
on us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
Gathering Hymn

“God, Whose Almighty Word”

Hymn No. 673

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
Kyrie
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Prayer of the Day
(Together) Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us
with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
WORD
Teaching Moment
Children’s Sermon

(2)

The Lesson
Ephesians 5:8-14
8
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for
the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is
pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose
them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything
exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
(After the reading) The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

Page 151

Return to the Lord, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love.
Holy Gospel
John 9:1-41
(Spoken after the announcement) Glory to you, O Lord.
1
As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this
man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.
4
We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one
can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this,
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,
7
saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a
beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is
he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”
10
But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then
I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do
not know.” 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes.
Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for
he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform
such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you
say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18The Jews did not
believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the
man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born
(Continued on next page)

(3)
20

blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son,
and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his
parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the man who had
been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.”
25
He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I
was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him,
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one
who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach
us?” And they drove him out. 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he
found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he,
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the
one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus
said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those
who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him,
“Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not
have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”
(Spoken after the reading) Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day
Commissioning of Couriers

Pastor David Echelbarger
“Amazing Grace”

Hymn No. 779

(4)

Prayers of Intercession
Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all
who are in need.
Response to prayers: (Sung)
Hymn No 752
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
steadfast love; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Choir Anthem

MEAL
“How Sweet and Awesome”
Guest Conductor: Carla Smith

Joey Hoelscher
(8:30 am)

Offering
Great Thanksgiving
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Eucharistic Prayer
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord…
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again …
…be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
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Traditional – Right hand column

Invitation
Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert. All are
welcome.
Lamb of God
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Distribution
We invite all baptized Christians and visitors of all denominations, even the youngest, to
the table of the Lord. Children who desire a blessing rather than receiving the bread and
the wine should stand with folded hands to indicate their preference. Please follow the
ushers’ directions to one of several communion stations in the sanctuary. If you need to
have the sacrament brought to your pew, please inform an usher. Receive the wine or
indicate a preference for grape juice by asking the server or pointing to the center of the
tray. Gluten free wafers available upon request.
Distribution Hymns

“Take, O, Take Me As I Am”
“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”

Hymn No. 814
(Repeated)
Hymn No. 334
Vs. 1-3, Lent 4

Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
Prayer after Communion
(Together) Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us
in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making
of peace, and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Benediction
May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of
the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and keep
you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with
favor and give you ☩ peace.
Amen.
Sending Hymn

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

Dismissal
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Hymn No. 815

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is
the story of the man born blind healed by Christ. I was blind, but now I
see, declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of
who we are: God’s beloved sons and daughters. As David was anointed
king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to
bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

